
In 2020-21, The Caring Fund provided emergency, life-

changing financial assistance to 452 students across the

Thames Valley community. Thanks to the support of

generous donors, the Caring Fund makes the lives of

Thames Valley students easier, happier, and more hopeful. 
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Created in 2009, the Caring Fund supports students in the Thames

Valley District School Board. In this time, grants have increased from

$9,000 per year to over $150,000 per year. Support is provided to all

communities in Thames Valley including Strathroy, Woodstock, St.

Thomas and London.  

 

We live in a wonderful community with excellent support programs

and the aim of the Caring Fund is not to duplicate these well-

established services. Instead, we fill in the gaps by providing

emergency support within 24 hours, allowing students to focus on

learning instead of worrying about basic needs such as food and

clothing.  

 

To Caring Fund donors: THANK YOU. 100 percent of your donation

goes directly to students in need. You’ve provided lunch to a hungry

student, a warm coat on a cold winter day, and perhaps most

importantly, you’ve showed the next generation that they are living in

a caring and supportive community. You are making a profound

impact.  

makes a differencemakes a differencemakes a differenceCOMMUNITYCOMMUNITY

 

$7,282
Toonie Tuesday 

$69,734
Individual
Donations

$36,437
TVDSB Payroll 

Deduction 

$101,580
Holiday

#CaringChampions

$37,160
#5KYourWay

TOTAL: $250,682



As the pandemic continues to challenge

families in the Thames Valley community,

we are amazed by the incredible support

of donors who allowed us to fulfill all

Caring Fund requests over the past year.

Overall, the number of requests increased,

with many families struggling for the first

time to provide necessities such as food,

clothing, and school supplies as a result of

COVID-19.  

Types of RequestsTypes of Requests  

"A student recently became homeless. She is working to find housing,

but needs financial support for food, clothing, and other necessities.

We are wanting to support with gift cards for these items."

#WECARE#WECARE
SHOWING OUR COMMUNITY 452 

Requests 

$165,656
Granted

Transportation 2%Transportation 2%Transportation 2%

MedicalMedicalMedical      2.9%2.9%2.9%

Miscellaneous 14.1%Miscellaneous 14.1%Miscellaneous 14.1%

Clothing 17.6%Clothing 17.6%Clothing 17.6%

Hunger 63.4%Hunger 63.4%Hunger 63.4%

REALREAL     
REALREAL   

PEOPLE.PEOPLE.   
REQUESTS.REQUESTS.   

"This family has experienced tremendous heartache in recent months. The stepfather of the family

passed away unexpectedly and the mother has recently been diagnosed with cancer. We would like to

support them with food and clothing for their four children, as they cope with the pandemic, school, and

the loss of a parent while another is very ill."

"A student's family is experiencing significant financial stress. The mom is a single parent who does not

have the means to support the student, who struggles with mental health, and their sister. They are in

need of groceries and toiletries."
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"A family is out of work, two of the four children are positive for

COVID-19, as well as Dad and both grandparents. Mom is barely

hanging on, and Dad does not have sick leave. The children are all

aged 7 and under. Grocery support would be helpful right now."
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After a long year, the goal was to create a playful sense of

community while reminding the public why the Caring Fund is so

important to TVDSB schools. Over a two-week period, 5K Your Way

took social media by storm! Students, teachers and community

supporters alike shared pictures and videos of how they completed

their 5KM across social media. Whether they chose to bike, swim,

row, or run, everyone came together to support the Caring Fund. 

 

Thank you to our generous long-time partner Harrison Pensa – their

support helped us to cover the costs of the event so that 100 percent

of donations could go directly to the Caring Fund. And, of course,

thank you to all of our 5K Your Way supporters – together we raised

over $35,000 for students! 

Previously known as Run for the FUNd, this year our run

went virtual and rebranded as #5KYourWay! The new

format was met with excitement and with overwhelming

support and participation from the community. In fact, we

are pleased to announce that #5KYourWay raised more

funds than all of our previous run events combined!  

THANK YOUTHANK YOU
to our exclusive
sponsor

$37,160$37,160
FundraisedFundraisedFundraised

#5KYOURWAY#5KYOURWAY

https://raceroster.com/events/2021/47963/5k-your-way-2021


On December 1, 2021 the TVEF launched the #HolidayCaringChampions campaign, after

generous donors Sandy Mikalachki and Nicole Spriet offered to match every donation to the

Caring Fund between December 1, 2021 and December 18, 2021. 

“We are very attracted to the program and the efficiency of it. Every dollar

goes to a child; there is no overhead at all. After hearing about the direct

impact this fund has on students, and the increased need due to the

pandemic, we thought it would be great to shine a light on this little-known

program.” ~ Sandy Mikalachki 
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$101,580$101,580
FundraisedFundraisedFundraised

Thames Valley Education Foundation • 1250 Dundas St, London ON N5W 5P2
www.tvdsb.ca/tvef • tvefinfo@tvdsb.ca • @TVeducationFdn

With your generosity, matched by Sandy and Nicole's, 291 students

were supported through the start of the 2021 calendar year. 

In just over two weeks more than 100 community donors contributed over

$50,000, which was matched dollar for dollar by Sandy Mikalachki and

Nicole Spriet. Two notable gifts include; a $5,000 donation from the

General Surgery Unit London Health Sciences Foundation/St. Joseph’s

Health Care Foundation and a $25,000 donation from the London

Community Foundation COVID-19 Response Fund.  


