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Established in 2001, the Thames Valley Education Foundation (TVEF) is a registered charitable 
organization affiliated with the Thames Valley District School Board. TVEF exists to build partnerships with 

the community that enhance opportunities in our schools and enrich public education. Funding for the 
Foundation comes from local businesses, grants, community organizations and concerned citizens who 

wish to support our District’s tradition of excellence.

Our Mission
 To provide enhanced learning 

opportunities for Thames 
Valley students by fostering 

support from all sectors of 
society.

Our Staff
Jackie Ellefsen

Executive Director, TVEF
Development Officer, TVDSB

Jane  Winsky
Donations Assistant and  

Award Facilitator
Stephanie Winterton

Development Assistant and  
Event Coordinator

Our Board
Chris Thompson, TVEF President
David Foster, TVEF Vice President
James Stewart, Past President
Rick Doerr, Secretary/Treasurer
Mark Fisher, Director of Education, TVDSB
Bill McKinnon, Trustee, TVDSB
Jeff Pratt, Associate Director, TVDSB
Jake Skinner, Trustee, TVDSB
Vacant, Community member

Finance Committee
Rick Doerr, Chair
Lewis Kent, Member
Natalie Trimble, Member
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Message from the Executive Director and Board President

It has been another exceptional year. While the pandemic continued to challenge our everyday lives, 
the Thames Valley Education Foundation (TVEF) endeavored to make the lives of students and families 
at TVDSB a little easier. Throughout the past year, the TVEF has provided students and families with 
food, clothing, educational resources such as technology and school supplies and other emergency 
support resources that have allowed students to continue to learn and grow. 

Some of last year’s highlights include: 

• Unprecedented Caring Fund support that provided emergency, life-changing financial 
assistance to 452 students across the Thames Valley community with over $165,000 in grant 
support

• A very successful Holiday Caring Champions social media campaign which resulted in over 
$100,000 in donations for the Caring Fund. The campaign included hundreds of community 
donations, and a matching gift of over $50,000 from Sandy Mikalachki and Nicole Spriet. 

• The 5K Your Way virtual run event that engaged students, teachers, and community supporters 
from all over Thames Valley raising over $37,000 for the Caring Fund.

• Another successful Best First Day backpack program despite ongoing pandemic restrictions. 
TVEF raised over $30,000 for supplies and distributed more than 3,000 backpacks to students 
that needed them. 

• The TVEF has embarked on a 3-year strategic plan, and over the 2020-21 school year we 
engaged in several strategic planning sessions, and completed a large stakeholder survey that 
included TVDSB staff, students, donors, Trustees and partners. We are excited to launch the 
new strategic plan in September 2022. 

We will end this report by thanking the both the Thames Valley 
Education Foundation staff and our Board of Directors for their 
tireless and passionate support for students and families at 
Thames Valley. Together with the community, we have continued 
to support students and families through some very difficult 
times, proving once again that as a community, we care. 

Thank you. 

 TVEF SupportersHello

Jackie Ellefsen
Executive Director

Chris Thompson
TVEF Board President

3



Types of Requests

As the pandemic continues to challenge 
families in the Thames Valley community, 
we are amazed by the incredible support 
of donors who allowed us to fulfill all 
Caring Fund requests over the past year.
Overall, the number of requests  
increased, with many families struggling 
for the first time to provide necessities 
such as food, clothing, and school  
supplies as a result of
COVID-19.

Created in 2009, the Caring Fund supports students in the Thames Valley District School Board. In this 
time, grants have increased from $9,000 per year to over $150,000 per year. Support is provided to all 

communities in Thames Valley including Strathroy, Woodstock, St. Thomas and London.

Clothing 17.6%

Transportation 2%

Miscellaneous 14.1%

Medical 2.9%

Hunger 63.4%

The Caring Fund Impact

REAL PEOPLE. REAL REQUESTS.

A student recently became homeless. She is working to find housing, but needs  
financial support for food, clothing, and other necessities. We are wanting to  
support with gift cards for these items.”

A family is out of work, two of the four children are positive for COVID-19, as well as Dad and 
both grandparents. Mom is barely hanging on, and Dad does not have sick leave. The  
children are all aged 7 and under. Grocery support would be helpful right now.”

This family has experienced tremendous heartache in recent months. The  
stepfather of the family passed away unexpectedly and the mother has recently  
been diagnosed with cancer. We would like to support them with food and  
clothing for their four children, as they cope with the pandemic, school, and the  
loss of a parent while another is very ill.”

A student’s family is experiencing significant financial stress. The mom is a single parent  
who does not have the means to support the student, who struggles with mental health, 
and their sister. They are in need of groceries and toiletries.”
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All of the awards managed by TVEF (Thames Valley Education Foundation) honour a celebration: a 
celebration of a life that has left a lasting legacy; a celebration of educational achievement; a celebration 
of community involvement; and a celebration of obstacles overcome. Over 500 awards have been created 
for TVDSB students by generous donors in our community, and each award has its own inspiring history.

Awards                Scholarships 

The Daniel Verhagen Road to Success Scholarship
Daniel Verhagen would not describe his high school career as easy, but he credits his experiences at Ban-

ting Secondary School for helping him to persevere and strive for greatness. He had the support 
of teachers and school staff, who all left a lasting impact on him, beyond graduation, which is 

why in 2021 he was inspired to give back. The Daniel Verhagen Road to Success Scholarship 
recognizes a student each year who has succeeded in their education despite facing chal-

lenges and obstacles with $1,000 to put towards post-secondary education.

     High school is school, it isn’t meant to be easy; mentally, emo-
tionally, spiritually, etc. If high school wasn’t a great experience or 
a good period in your life, at the very least you learned and grew 
from it. High school was a very difficult period in my life, but I know 

I learned and grew from it, it helped me succeed beyond what I and 
others thought possible. I started this scholarship to celebrate some-

one that has persevered throughout high school, much like I did; they 
now see the world very differently and because of that, will succeed be-

yond what they and others thought possible.”  - Daniel Verhagen

Ghias and Rizwana Zaki Memorial Award
Ghias and Rizwana Zaki valued the importance of education and their hometown of Woodstock. In 2020,  
Kashif, Samira, and Safa wanted to honor their late parents by contributing to the value of 
education through a Memorial Award. 

We’re glad that, through this award, we can honour the  
values that our parents instilled in us and play a small part 
in helping a young person realize the promise and power 
of education.” 

The Ghias and Rizwana Zaki Memorial Award recognizes a student 
each year who has overcome adversity and has shown commitment 
to equity, inclusion, and social justice with $1,000 to put towards 
post-secondary education.

and
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$925,470
in donations to various programs

$176, 564
Raised through events to support 
TVDSB students and students in 

the community

$157,384
granted to students in need 

through the Caring Fund

$36,437
Donated by very generous TVDSB 
staff through payroll deduction!

$818,508
Total granted to students for 

awards and scholarships

$165,656
Granted through the Caring Fund 
for students and families in need

452
students helped through the  

Caring Fund

3,260
Backpacks distributed for the Best 

First Day backpack program to 
support students in need

NumbersBy the
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2021 Financial and Operational Highlights
Statement of Operations and changes in fund balance
Year ended August 31, 2021

Statement of financial position
As at August 31, 2021

Expenses

Total
Endowment

fund
Externally

restricted fund
Internally

restricted fund

2021
$

2020
$

2021
$

2020
$

2021
$

2020
$

2021
$

2020
$

Revenue
Donations 925,470 784,384 — — 925,220 784,384 250      —

Investment Income 207,363 272,140   — 260 185,865 255,111 21,498 27,769

Realized (loss) gain on investments 183,998 754,712 —    — 164,198 657,281 19,800 97,431 

Other income 159,483 92,921 — — 153,605 92,108 5,878 813

Administration 65,308 61,984 — — — — 65,308 61,984

1,541,622 1,966,141 — 260 1,428,888 1,777,884 112,734 187,997 

Expenses
Awards 818,508 505,864 — — 818,258 505,364 250 500

Grants 257,597 273,433 — — 257,597 273,433 — —

Administration 243,810 165,674 — 39 176,954 114,776 66,856 51,359

Transfers to Thames Valley D.S.B. 55,154 275,377 — — 55,154 275,377 — —

1,375,069 1,220,348 — 39 1,307,963 1,168,950 67,106 51,359 

Net revenue 166,553 745,793 — 221 120,925 609,934 45,628 136,638 

Net transfers (from) to other funds — — — (20,864) 36,210 34,910 (36,210) (14,046) 
Surplus (deficit) from net revenue 
and transfers 166,553 745,793 — (20,643) 157,135 643,844 9,418 122,592

Fund balance, beginning of year 8,125,939 7,380,146 3,846,937 3,867,580 3,411,089 2,767,245 867,913 745,321

Fund balance, end of year 8,292,492 8,125,939 3,846,937 3,846,937 3,568,224 3,411,089 877,331 867,913

2021
$

2020
$

Assets
Current assets 1,175,626 1,447,362

Cash 12,791 11,570

Accounts receivable 1,188,417 1,458,932

Investments 8,766,978 7,801,541

9,955,395 9,260,473

Liabilities Fund
Current liablities

Accounts payable 94,776 317,271

Awards payable 326,263 515,372

Deferred revenue 74,478 53,461

495,517 886,104

Long-term awards payable 116,533 76,500

612,050 962,604

Fund Balances
Endowment fund 3,846,937 3,846,937

Externally restricted fund 3,568,224 3,411,089

Internally restricted fund 877,331 867,913

Accumulated remeasurement gains 1,050,853 171,930

9,343,345 8,297,869

9,955,395 9,260,473

Grants – includes Caring Fund disbursements, Learning  
Enhancement Fund disbursements

Transfers to TVDSB – includes fundraised dollars for TVDSB  
special projects (school capital projects)

Administration – includes programs such as the staff lottery 
(collection and payout) and backpack program - both support 
students in need.

Awards

Grants

Administration

Transfers 
to TVDSB
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Donate Generous community donors support all of our programs. If you are 
interested in making a donation to the Caring Fund, setting up an award/scholarship, or supporting one of 
our other incredible programs, please visit our website at tvdsb.ca/donate. Donations involving more 
planning (securities, bequests) can be facilitated by contacting Jackie Ellefsen at j.ellefsen@tvdsb.ca or 
519.452.2000 x20202.

Participate Sign up a team for our Run for the FUNd, bring some
friends to stuff backpacks for the Best First Day program, or plan an event at your workplace in support of 
Toonie Tuesday and the Caring Fund. We rely on community support for all of our programs, so come join 
us for one of our family friendly (fully accessible) events, or plan one of your own. For more details on how 
you can become involved, please contact TVEFinfo@tvdsb.ca or 519.452.2000 x20208.

Volunteer Our events and programs would not be possible without our 
amazing volunteers. Run for the FUNd and Best First Day events are always recruiting for passionate 
individuals interested in donating time to help our students. If you are interested in volunteering with  
TVEF, please contact our office at TVEFinfo@tvdsb.ca or 519.452.2000 x20208.

We couldn’t do this without you. Together, we support our students in crisis, 
provide funding for innovative programming within our schools, and  

promote our students who deserve recognition. Thank you to all of  
our donors, volunteers and community partners!

you can help...How

Thames Valley Education Foundation
1250 Dundas Street

London, ON N5W 5P2
www.tvdsb.ca/tvef

Registered Charitable # 87248 1361 RR0001

Contact us for a confidential discussion about how you can support student success  
with a donation to the Thames Valley Education Foundation. 

@TVEducationFdn @tveducationfdn


