Thames Valley

District School Board

A Parent/Guardian Resource Guide

IDENTIFICATION, PLACEMENT
AND REVIEW COMMITTEE (IPRC)

The purpose of this guide is to provide parent(s)/guardian(s) and students
with information about the Identification, Placement, and Review
Committee (IPRC), and to provide an overview of the procedures involved
in identifying a student as exceptional, deciding the student’s placement,
or appealing such decisions, if required.

IPRC stands for:

| — Identification
P — Placement

R — Review

C — Commiittee

Accessibility Statement: The Thames Valley District School Board is committed to providing accessible
communication for all individuals. This document will be made available in accessible formats upon request.




What is an IPRC?

Identification Placement and Review Committees (IPRCs) are responsible for the identification of exceptional pupils

and their placement in special education programs.

The role of the IPRC is to:

- decide whether the student should be identified as exceptional

- identify a specific exceptionality, or exceptionalities, if applicable

- identify the areas of strength and need for the student
- decide an appropriate placement for the student

- review the identification and placement at least once each school year

Who attends the IPRC?

The Committee:

« Has a minimum of three members, one of whom shall be a
principal or supervisory officer of the board.

« Two other members may include the child’s teacher, the
Learning Support Teacher, or system staff members (e.g.,
Learning Coordinator of Special Education).

Participants at the IPRC include:
- parent(s)/guardian(s) (as per Reg. 181/91)
- the student (16 years of age and older)

- a representative of an agency, who may provide further
information or clarification of information to the
committee

- a selected representative or advocate for the parent(s)/
guardian(s)/student(16+), that is, a person who may
support conversation or represent the parent(s), and/or
student; and

- an interpreter and/or translator if one is required. (A
request for the services of an interpreter may be made
through the school principal).

The IPRC process:
The principal of the school:

« The principal of the school may request an IPRC meeting.
Most often, this request stems from the result of a Program
Development Team meeting that has taken place at the
school.

The parent:

« Parent(s)/quardian(s) can initiate an IPRC meeting through
a written request to the principal.

« Within 15 calendar days of receipt of the request, the
principal will acknowledge the request, provide a copy of
the IPRC Parent/Guardian Guide, and provide, in writing, an
approximate timeline as to when the IPRC will be held.

The IPRC meeting is scheduled:

« At least 10 calendar days in advance of the IPRC meeting,
the parent(s)/guardian(s) and student (16 +) will receive a
written invitation to attend the meeting by the Chair of the
IPRC (principal).

« This invitation will include a proposed date, time and
location of the meeting and a request that parent/guardian
and student (16 +) confirm their attendance.

What if the Parent/Guardian is unable to
attend the IPRC Meeting?

« The Chair (Principal) will try to arrange an alternate date/
time or location of the meeting.

« If the parent/guardian elects not to attend the IPRC
meeting, the IPRC meeting will proceed as scheduled and
the IPRC Statement of Decision and any recommendations
made by the IPRC regarding the identification and
placement of the student will be forwarded to the
parent(s)/guardian(s) and student (16+) for consideration
and signature, as soon as possible.

What information will be shared prior to the
IPRC Meeting?

« Before the IPRC occurs, the parent(s)/guardian(s) and
student (16+) will receive a written copy of any information
about the student that the Chair of the IPRC has received
that will be considered as part of the IPRC meeting.

« With parent(s)/guardian(s) consent, this information may
be reviewed by school professional staff prior to the IPRC to
support decision making at the IPRC meeting.

Examples of documents that may support an IPRC decision

include:

« Report cards

« Educational assessments

« Psychological assessments

« Medical reports

« Reports from Social Workers, Speech Language
Pathologists, Occupational Therapists, Physical Therapists,
as required



Who is identified as an Ontario Ministry of Education Categories of Exceptionality:

exceptional pupil? Behavioural:

The Education Act defines an exceptional pupil Communicational:
as “a pupil whose behavioural, communicational,

intellectual, physical or multiple exceptionalities

are such that they are considered to need
placement in a special education program....".
Students are identified according to the categories
and definition of exceptionalities provided by the Physical:
Ministry of Education, with criteria outlined in the Multiple:
TVDSB Special Education Plan.

Intellectual:

What are the placement options provided by the board?

Behavioural

Autism, Deaf and Hard-of-Hearing,
Language Impairment, Learning Disability,
Speech Impairment

Developmental Disability, Giftedness,

Mild Intellectual Disability

Physical, Blind & Low Vision

Two or more exceptionalities

The Thames Valley District School Board (TVDSB) aligns with Regulation 181/98, which indicates that regular classrooms
should be the first placement of choice for all students throughout their education career and that most exceptional
children should have their needs met using a variety of strategies, techniques, and resource support in regular classes,

in their home schools.

Placements within the TVDSB include:

Placement Determined at IPRC Identification determined at IPRC*
(*may include students identified
under the category of “Multiple”)

Specialized Classes and
Programs Offered

Regular Class with Indirect Support All exceptionalities

Regular Class with Resource Assistance | Blind and Low Vision

Regular Class with Withdrawal Autism
Assistance
Behavioural

Deaf and Hard of Hearing

Secondary Autism Spectrum Disorders
Program

Secondary Transitions Program

Secondary Deaf and Hard of Hearing Program

Special Education Class with Partial Autism
Integration Behavioural
Deaf and Hard of Hearing

Developmental Disability
Learning Disability

Elementary Autism Spectrum Disorders Class
Elementary Transitions Class

Elementary Deaf and Hard of Hearing Class
Secondary Developmental Education Class
Elementary Accelerate Class

Learning Disability

Full time Special Education Class Developmental Disability Elementary Developmental Education Class
Secondary Developmental Education Class
Giftedness Elementary Giftedness Class
Full time Special Education Class at a Blind and Low Vision
Provincial and Demonstration School Deaf and Hard of Hearing

*For more information see Standard 9 of the Special Education Plan. Some placements are time bound.




What are the Ministry’s Provincial and Demonstration Schools?

The Ministry operates Provincial and Demonstration Schools throughout Ontario for students who are deaf, blind, deaf-
blind, and severely learning —disabled. Residential programs are offered at the schools Monday to Friday, for students
who live too far from school to travel daily. For more information, please visit the following website: https://pdsbnet.ca/

en/schools.

Schools for the Deaf

Ernest C. Drury School
255 Ontario Street South, Milton, ON L9T 2M5
Telephone: 905-878-2851 TTY:905-878-7195

Robarts School

1515 Cheapside St.

London, ON N5V 3N9

Telephone and TTY: 519-453-4400

Sir James Whitney School
350 Dundas Street West, Belleville, ON K8P 4C7
Telephone and TTY: 613-967-2823

School for the Blind and Deaf-Blind

W. Ross Macdonald School
350 Brant Avenue, Brantford, ON N3T 3J9
Telephone: 519-759-0730

Demonstration Schools for English-speaking students with
severe learning disabilities, including learning disabilities
associated with ADHD

Amethyst Demonstration School
1515 Cheapside Street, London, ON N5V 3N9
Telephone: 519-453-4408

Sagonaska Demonstration School
350 Dundas Street West, Belleville, ON K8P 1B2
Telephone: 613-967-2823

Trillium Demonstration School
347 Ontario Street, Milton, ON L9T 3X9
Telephone: 905-878-2851

French-language school for the deaf and Demonstration
School for French-speaking students with severe learning
disabilities, including learning disabilities associated with
ADHD

Centre Jules-Leger
281 rue Lanark, Ottawa ON K1Z 6R8
Telephone: 613-761-9300 TTY:613-761-9302 and 613-761-9304

What is the process to access specialized class/program placements?

« All schools utilize a tiered approach in determining how best to support students with special education needs. Students
being considered for special class placements typically have an extensive history of interventions by the school.

« Specialized placement options are discussed with parent(s)/guardian(s) at a Program Development Team meeting with the

area Special Education Learning Coordinator.

« All specialized placements require a referral to the Special Education Central Committee.

« Each specialized program/class has different criteria, with class size limits determined by the Ministry of Education. Classes
are staffed by educators with additional qualifications in special education.

- Referrals and supporting documentation are reviewed by the Special Education Central Committee, with recommendations

provided to the IPRC.

« The IPRC makes placement decisions based on recommentations from the Special Education Central Committee along with
any other supporting documentation provided to the IPRC.

What happens at the IPRC meeting?

« The Chair (principal) introduces everyone and explains the purpose of the meeting.

« The committee will review all the available information about the student.

«Input is welcome from other participants to support an understanding of the student.

- Participants will review the Strengths and Needs of the student about the student, including any recommendations from
the Special Education Central Committee, if seeking placement in a special education class/program.

« The committee will determine if criteria is met to identify the student with an exceptionality.

« The committee will determine if the student’s needs can be met in the regular classroom.

« Parent(s)/guardian(s)/students (16+) are encouraged to participate in the discussion and ask questions.

- After all information has been presented and considered, the committee will make its decision.

« A Statement of Decision will be completed by the committee members.



What is the Statement of Decision?
The Statement of Decision summarizes the decision of the committee as to:
« Whether the IPRC has identified the student as exceptional.

«Where the IPRC has identified the student as exceptional, the Statement of Decision will include:
-the category and exceptionality identified
-a listing of the student’s strengths and needs
-the placement decision
-recommendations regarding special education programs and services
-where the IPRC has determined that the student be placed in a specialized class/program, the reasons for the
placement decision

« Upon review, the parent(s)/guardian(s) will either sign the Statement of Decision at the IPRC meeting, or it will be
sent home for review and signature.

How is the decision of the IPRC reviewed?

« Every exceptional pupil’s placement will be reviewed at least once every school year. In addition, after a placement
has been in effect for at least three months, the parent may request in writing to the principal, that a review be held.

- Parent(s)/guardian(s) are encouraged to participate in yearly review meetings to support discussion of revisions to
strengths and needs, and as necessary, student identification and placement.

What are the next steps following the IPRC meeting?

- If an IEP has not already been created for the student, then one will be created within 30 school days of the IRPC
decision.

- If there is no appeal within the timelines, the principal will implement the IPRC decision.

What if my child is not deemed exceptional at the IPRC?

« The Program Development Team will support ongoing school-based tiered interventions
for the student. A non-exceptional IEP may be created at the
recommendation of the Program Development Team.

For more
What are special education programs and services? information about IEPs
« Personalized instructional, environmental and assessment accommodations.
« Alternative and/or modified learning expectations should they be required please see the TVDSB
for the student.
- Facilities and resources, including support personnel and equipment, |EP Pa rent/G uardlan
necessary to implement the special education program.

- A plan (called an Individual education Plan or IEP) which outlines the special Resource Guide
education services that meet the needs of the student, and may outline
alternative and/or modified learning expectations for the student.




What if a parent(s)/guardian(s)/student(16+) disagrees with the IPRC decision?

As full partners in the IPRC process, parent(s)/guardian(s)/student(16+) will be made aware of their rights in the process,
including the right to mediation and/or appeal of an IPRC decision.

Placement decision made by the IPRC.

|

[ The parent(s)/guardian(s) should not sign the Statement of Decision.

( The parent(s)/guardian(s) does not agree with the identification and/or

The parent(s)/guardian(s) may:

— /

If a parent(s)/quardian(s)

decision, and there is no
appeal within the timelines,
the Principal will implement
the IPRC decision.

does not agree with the IPRC [

Within 15 calendar days of receiving
the Statement of Decision, request a
second meeting with the committee
by providing a written notice to
the Principal.

|

‘ A second meeting of the IPRCis held.
4 4 ‘

If after the second meeting there is
agreement, the parent(s)/guardian(s)
should sign the Statement of Decision.
No further meetings are required until
the next IPRC.

. J

If after the second meeting there is
disagreement, the parent(s)/guardian(s)
may file a notice of appeal within
15 calendar days of receiving the
Statement of Decision, to the Director
of Education.

Within 30 calendar days of receiving
the Statement of Decision from the
first meeting, the parent(s)/
guardian(s) may file a written notice of
appeal with the Director of Education.

=/

I |

A notice of appeal must:

+ Indicate the decision with which the
parent(s)/guardian(s) disagrees;

«Include a statement which details
the reasons for disagreeing.

. J

What happens after the appeal process?

¥

The Board will establish a Special
Education Appeal Board to hear the
appeal. One of the members of this

appeal board is selected by the
parent(s)/guardian(s).

—

« The Appeal Board will report its recommendation in writing, to the parent(s)/guardian(s)/student(16+)and to the school
board, providing the reasons for its recommendations

« Within 30 days of receiving the Appeal Board’s written statement, the school board will decide what action it will take
with respect to the recommendation

- The parent(s)/guardian(s)/student(16+) may accept the decision of the school board or may appeal to the Secretary of
the Provincial Special Education Tribunal. Information about making an application to the tribunal will be included with
the Appeal Board’s decision



The IPRC process at a glance:

BEFORE

Communication between
home and school should
be ongoing.

A Program Development
Team meeting may
occur to support
sharing information and
determining next steps.

A Program
Development Team
meeting is a meeting held
at the school that includes
the parent(s)/quardian(s),
the student (16 +), the
principal and the child’s
teacher, along with other
board staff. The team meets
to talk about the student’s
strengths and needs ant
plan their program. A PDT
can recommend an IPRC.

The principal or the
parent(s)/guardian(s)/
student(16+) can request
an IPRC meeting.

The Chair will lead the discussion and sharing
of information.

« strengths and needs are confirmed

The IPRC will decide:
- if the student is exceptional

- the placement in which the student’s
strengths and needs will best be met

A Statement of Decision lists the student’s
strengths and needs, and summarizes the decision
of the IPRC as to the student’s Exceptionality and

Placement

The IPRC’s written Statement of Decision will state:

+ Whether the student has been deemed
exceptional

Where the student has been deemed exceptional:

- The category and exceptionality as deemed by
the Ministry

« The IPRC's description of the student’s strengths
and needs

« The placement decision, and

« The IPRC's recommendations regarding a special
education program and special education
services.

Where the IPRC has decided that the student
should be placed in a specialized program, the
reasons for the decision will be documented.

AFTER

If the IPRC decision is to identify
the student as an exceptional
student, an IEP must be created
within 30 school days.

If the student already has an IEP,
it will be updated.

If the IPRC decides not

to identify the student as
exceptional, the school will
continue to provide appropriate
programming.

Parent(s)/Guardian(s)/
students are essential to the

IPRC Process.
If parent(s)/guardian(s)/
student(16+)agree with the
IPRC decision, they will be
asked to sign the Statement of
Decision.

If the parent(s)/guardian(s)/
student(16+) does not agree
with the IPRC decision, a
review or appeal process may
be initiated.

If a placement change has
been recommended, a
transition process will be
initiated to support the
student’s move to the new
placement location.

What organizations are available to assist parents?

Many parent associations and organizations are available to provide information and support to parents of children with

special needs.

Association for Bright Children

Autism Ontario

Home and Community Care Support Services
Learning Disabilities Association of Ontario

CPRI N’Amerind
Children’s Aid Society Ontario Federation of Home & School Associations
CNIB Ontario Parents Advocating for Children with Cancer

Community Living Southwest Ontario Aboriginal Health Access Centre
Community Services Coordination Network TVCC

Easter Seals Ontario Vanier Children’s Services

Epilepsy Support Centre VIEWS for the Visually Impaired

Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder Network VOICE for the Hearing Impaired



Please Ask!

The purpose of this guide is to provide you with information about the Identification, Placement, and Review
Committee (IPRC), and to describe for you the procedures involved in identifying a pupil as exceptional, deciding
the pupil’s placement, or appealing such decisions.

If, after reading this guide, you require more information, please contact your student’s Learning Support Teacher
(LST).

Acronyms Related to Special Education:

ADHD: Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder

ASD: Autism Spectrum Disorder

DD: Developmental Disability
D/HH: Deaf and Hard of Hearing
EA: Educational Assistant

Individual Education Plan

Identification, Placement and Review

Committee

Learning Disability

Learning Support Teacher

Mild Intellectual Disability

Occupational Therapist

Program Development Team

Physiotherapist

Speech-Language Pathologist

Special Equipment Amount

Special Education Advisory Committee

Thames Valley District School Board




