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Special Education Plan 

The purpose of the standard is to provide details of the Board’s specialized health 
support services. 

The provision of Health Support Services in school settings is addressed through Policy/Program 
Memorandum (PPM 81) issued July 19, 1984 and the Ministry of Education Office Memorandum 

issued August 17, 1989. 
 

The responsibility for ensuring the provision of health support services is shared among the 
Ministries of Education, Health and Long-Term Care, Children and Youth Services, and 
Community and Social Services. 

 
At the local level, the responsibility is shared by school boards, the Ministry of Health and Long-

Term Care through the South West Local Health Integration Network (SW-LHIN), and agencies 
operating under the Ministry of Children and Youth Services, and Community and Social 

Services. 

 
Summary of Services Provided to the Board 

 
 The Ontario Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care through the SW-LHIN is responsible for   
     assessing student needs, and for providing such services as injection of medication, sterile 
 catheterization, manual expression of the bladder, stoma care, postural drainage, deep 

 suctioning and tube feeding.   
 The Ministry of Children and Youth Services through Thames Valley Children’s Centre is 

 responsible for  physiotherapy, occupational and some aspects of speech and language  
     therapies.  
 Administration of prescribed medication to students during the school day is addressed under 

 the Board’s Medical/Health Support for Students Policy and Procedure. 
 The Ontario Ministry of Children and Youth Services is responsible for ensuring the provision 

 of health support services in children’s residential care and treatment facilities. 

 

Process for Determining Eligibility 
 
 A parent(s) contacts principal or designated school personnel and requests assessments and 

services through the LHIN. 
 School obtains the Board’s Consent to the Disclosure, Transmittal and/or Examination of 

Records or Information and has it signed by parent(s). This allows the school to release 
information to the LHIN that may assist in determining eligibility (e.g., reports on 

interventions from other agencies). The school then forwards any documentation that would 
support the request for service to the LHIN. 

 In the case of referrals for speech therapy, the referral process is initiated by the Board 

Speech-Language Pathologist in consultation with the parent(s). 
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