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The purpose of the standard is to provide details of the Board’s transportation 
processes and policies. 

Provision of Transportation for Exceptional Students 

 The Thames Valley District School Board’s (TVDSB) Transportation Policy outlines that the 
Board, specifically he Special Education department staff will approve and direct the service 

parameters of STS on an annual basis.  

 The Southwestern Ontario Student Transportation Services (STS) will make special 

transportation arrangements for TVDSB students who have been identified and approved by 
the School Board having either: 
 A permanent physical, mental or emotional disability that prevents them from safely 

 getting to and from their Board-designated school; and/or 
 A placement in a self-contained classroom or withdrawal assistance program (secondary)   

 STS will manage and administer all of the Board’s home-to-school transportation for 
exceptional students who attend the following programs through an application process: 

o System Special Education classes (Developmental Education, Accelerate, Hearing, Gifted, 
 Autism Spectrum Disorder and Transition); 

o Section 23 day treatment programs offered through Vanier Children’s Services, The Child 
 and Parent Resource Institute (CPRI) or the Oxford-Elgin Child and Youth Centre 
 (OECYC); and  

o Provincial and Demonstration Schools (day students only). 

 For students in regular class programs who require specialized transportation to their 
designated school, a Specialized Transportation Application Form may be completed by the 
school and parent(s) and submitted to Southwestern Ontario Student Transportation Services 

STS. 

 Specialized Transportation arrangements will be made by the TVDSB on behalf of students 
with a permanent physical, mental or emotional disability that prevents them from safely 
getting to and from their Board-designated school to access Summer School Programs. 

 A determination as to whether the student will be transported with other children or 

separately is made by the Learning Supervisor of Special Education upon application by the 
school Principal. 

 For each student who requires Specialized Transportation, an individual school transportation 
plan is developed that: 

o Details student assistance needs for each student with a disability, and 

o Detail student assistance needs for each student with a disability 
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o Communicate to the appropriate parties the roles and responsibilities of the STS, the 
parents or guardians of the student with a disability, the operator of the vehicle used 

to transport the student, appropriate school staff and the student with the disability. 
 

 Consideration by STS during selection of transportation providers for all exceptional students 
includes criteria related to safety, including, but not limited to: 
o Drivers must have first-aid training;  

o Wheelchairs must be secured while being transported; and 
o Criminal record checks must be completed for drivers and bus monitors. 


