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 Guiding Questions
 • Which students consistently require more time or support for their learning?

 • What tracking tools could I use to monitor the student’s progress?
 • What would be the most effective interventions?

 Tier One Strategies
 • Information Gathering (e.g., student, parent, OSR review)

 •  Differentiation of products, processes, content and context
 (environment/interests) 

 • Classroom observation and tracking
 • Collaboration with in-school team

• Universal Supports and Accommodations

The Tiered Approach to  
Prevention and Intervention

FRAMEWORK
 Guiding Questions
 •   What are the available system resources/programs  

that can be accessed to provide support?

 Tier Three Strategies
 • Consider referral for additional supports and assessment
 • Multi-disciplinary Program Development Team
 • Implement Intensive Interventions
 • Develop/Revise Individual Education Plan

 Guiding Questions
 •   What evidence will the in-school team need to help decide on  

the most appropriate further intervention to target needs?

 Tier Two Strategies
 •  Consultation to inform more personalized instructional  

and classroom strategies
 •  Targeted and more precise instruction with documentation  

of evidence
 • Program Development Team Meeting
 • Consider more formal assessment (e.g., WIAT)

Special Education System Class  
Information for Parents and Guardians
This guide is to support parents and guardians to understand Special Education classes for 
students identified with an Autism exceptionality through the Identification, Placement, and 
Review Committee (IPRC) process, in Thames Valley District School Board (TVDSB).

Placement at Identification, Placement, Review Committee (IPRC) 
Special Education Class with Partial Integration

Model of Inclusion and Tiered Support
��The TVDSB aligns with Ministry 
standards and research to date, in that 
most students will have their needs met 
using a variety of strategies, techniques 
and resource support in the regular 
classroom. TVDSB follows a tiered 
intervention approach.  Students being 
considered for a specialized placement 
require a well-documented history of 
Tier 1 and Tier 2 interventions by the 
school in response to their unique 
needs. (Reference: TVDSB Website, 
Standard 9: Special Education Plan). 
Information regarding the range of 
these programs and services and 
options for placement are discussed 
with parent(s)/guardian(s) by the 
principal and Learning Coordinator 
of Special Education at Program 
Development Team Meetings.

The Purpose of the Placement 
The placement supports the strengths and needs of the student identified with an autism spectrum disorder (ASD)
exceptionality and provides intensive support by a qualified Special Education Teacher. It focuses on the development 
of skills in alternative program areas (e.g., sensory integration, learning skills, self-advocacy, assistive technology) as 
outlined in the Individual Education Plan (IEP), while offering a unique learning environment and instructional methods 
that incorporate Applied Behavioural Analysis (ABA) strategies to support graduated integration into a regular classroom 
setting with the goal of returning to the regular class placement after 2 years. 

Program Description 
The Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) special education class with partial integration provides a two-year placement for 
a maximum of six students in grades three to eight. The program fosters the development of academic, communication 
and social skills using a variety of individualized strategies. Students will spend a portion of the school day integrated into 
school-based classes where they learn to generalize strategies developed within the specialized classroom program. 

Additional System Supports
Students attending specialized placements of the board continue to have access to board supports that are available to 
students in regular classrooms.  These supports may be accessed through direct referral and/or at the recommendation of 
the Program Development Team.  



Criteria
A student who:   
• has been identified as an exceptional student through the IPRC process under the category of Communicational: 
Autism; 

• has documented evidence of Tier 1 and Tier 2 interventions to support programming in the regular classroom; 
• requires a higher level of structured monitoring, individual attention and planning around their particular learning 
style and modification to the environment; and

• is capable of accessing the Ontario curriculum with accommodations and/or modifications to expectations and the   
learning environment. 

School Community
Students are involved in whole school initiatives and events such as assemblies, teams, sports, and clubs. Students will 
have the opportunity to socialize and learn with peers of the same age. School staff support students to build a sense of 
belonging within the class, within the school and the broader school community.

The Referral and Placement Process
All placements within specialized classes and programs require submission of a referral package to a Special Education 
Central Committee according to established TVDSB timelines.  In rare circumstances, an out of timeline referral package 
may be considered. 

A Program Development Team (PDT) meeting is the starting point for the referral process.  The Learning Coordinator  
for Special Education for the school will support discussion at this meeting where the student’s strengths, needs, 
supports and interventions are discussed. All referrals to the Special Education Central Committee are completed by the 
current school with participation from the parent(s)/guardian(s) and where appropriate, the student.  

Recommendations from the Special Education Central Committee are provided to the parent(s)/guardian(s) and the 
IPRC with several factors being considered ( e.g., criteria have been met, class location, age of student, response to 
interventions, strengths and needs of the student, class size and class composition).  Parent(s)/guardian(s) will have 
opportunity to tour the recommended placement and determine whether to change the student’s existing placement 
through the IPRC process.

Transition Planning
Transition planning is the process of planning for next steps with the student’s strengths, interests and needs as the 
focus. Transition planning is required by the Ministry of Education and is a part of the Individual Education Plan. 

Transition plans must be developed by the people involved in the student’s education. The school team initiates 
transition planning and involves the student, parent(s)/guardian(s), other school staff, relevant community agencies 
and/or partners, as necessary. 

Every transition plan will identify specific transition goals, support needed, the actions required to achieve the goals, 
roles and responsibilities, and timelines for the completion of each of the identified actions. The school team will 
support the student and family when the student enters and leaves the special education program.



Frequently Asked Questions:
Where are specialized classes located?
Specialized classes are located in a variety of schools across the TVDSB. Class locations are reviewed on an 
annual basis and may be adjusted to meet the operational demands of the system. The Special Education 
Central Committee determines the specific location that is recommended for the student.

What are the next steps after a placement recommendation is received?
Parent(s)/guardian(s) are offered a tour of the new school prior to moving forward with the placement 
recommendation.  Once confirmed, transition planning begins. The family will meet with the sending 
and receiving school to share information about the student and to discuss how to best support the 
new placement. The steps to support the transition plan for the student will be updated in the Individual 
Education Plan.

An Identification Placement and Review Committee (IPRC) meeting will be held to change the placement and 
a new Statement of Decision will be generated.  Revisions to the placement will be reflected on the Individual 
Education Plan (IEP) after the student begins attending the new placement.

When a student is in a specialized system class, who do you talk to when you  
have questions or concerns?
The first person to talk to is the classroom teacher. This may lead to a meeting with other school staff. If 
needed, the Learning Support Teacher for the school may coordinate a Program Development Team (PDT) 
meeting to promote discussion to address any concerns and to support program planning for the student. 
Interpreters can be scheduled to attend, as necessary.  

How is the placement reviewed?
IPRC reviews occur once per school year to ensure that the placement continues to meet the student’s  
needs and that the criteria for placement is met. 

What happens if a change in placement is not recommended?
Recommendations for next steps are provided by the Special Education Central Committee. Schools will 
continue to program for the student, working through the tiered support model. An updated referral for a 
class placement can be submitted after the recommendations are implemented.

Can a student return to their home school?
A student can always return to their home school. For the greatest success of the student, a school meeting  
to organize the transition is recommended. 

How does a student get to school and what if we move?
Specialized Transportation Services (STS) coordinates transportation to specialized classes for TVDSB for  
those students who need transportation.  

Should a family move within the Thames Valley District School board boundaries, the specialized placement 
can continue, but the class location may be changed. Efforts are made to minimize travel time. 


