£l
HE

14D ]
n

. < e

s

Special Education Program Guide

« Grade 4 to 6 (8 students)




Purpose of the Placement:

« To foster self-esteem and independence
- Support the strengths and needs of students diagnosed with a Learning Disability

« To provide a reading intervention through Empower™ Reading Decoding and Spelling
Grades 2to 5

- Support the development of learning skills, self-advocacy skills, technology skills and
independence skills which can be generalized to a regular class placement in their home
school

« Support students to understand themselves as
learners and advocate for their learning needs in
any environment

- Diagnosed with a Learning Disability in Reading

« Academic performance indicates that student
reading is significantly below

- Student demonstrates strengths in one or more
areas of cognitive processing (Working Memory,
Processing Speed, Verbal Comprehension)

- Student demonstrates significant deficits in the area
of phonological processing

. Student demonstrates stamina to maintain focus
and attention for extended periods of time

- Student has begun to use Assistive Technology to accommodate their learning
« SEA technology has been purchased for the student

A student who:

- is identified through the IPRC process under the category of Communication Learning
Disability

« Has had ongoing literacy interventions in a regular classroom placement which have not
been successful

- Completion of one year placement



Environmental Considerations

« Classroom is inviting, well organized and provides a safe environment

«Varied learning spaces including individual work stations, small group and whole
class learning areas

» Small group work area which includes a table that will allow the teacher to work in close
physical proximity with 8 students at the same time

« Empower™ Reading materials are posted on wall adjacent to small group work area

+ Goal board is posted in a space that allows students to easily access and update as goals
are achieved

« Space to store and charge individual SEA technology overnight is available

« SEA technology is easily accessible and available at all times during the school day

«Visual supports as required to support a specific purpose, are posted

+ An area within the classroom is available for students to access as required for self-regulation
« Print-rich environment providing a variety of materials at various interest and reading levels
« Appropriately labelled, organized and accessible learning materials, including manipulatives

« Daily visual schedules are posted
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Effective AcademicProgramming

« Create Individual Education Plans that reflect student strengths and needs based on
information from relevant assessment documentation

« Ensure all necessary accommodations are in place and recorded on the students’ Individual
Education Plans

« Modify programming ONLY when all necessary accommodations have been put in place and
assessment information indicates that the student requires a reduction in the number of grade
level expectations or expectations at a different grade level

« Understand students’ cognitive capabilities and work in consultation with the school’s Program
Development Team for clarification when necessary

« Use strength-based programming that is evidence-informed, taking into consideration each
student’s different interests, learning profile and level of academic functioning

- Explicitly teach and reinforce strategies for organization and time management skills
« Have knowledge of curriculum at different grade levels

- Be aware that academic success builds self-esteem, which in turn often reduces behaviour
difficulties

« Develop knowledge of and integrate the use of assistive technology in teaching and learning
throughout the day

« Implement specific strategies to help students organize materials and develop time
management skills

Literacy

- Deliver Empower™ Reading 60 minutes per day to the group of 8 students

« Implement a comprehensive literacy program consisting of: read aloud,
shared reading, guided reading, independent reading, modelled writing,
shared writing and independent writing (Guides to Effective Literacy
Instruction)

» Integrate components of literacy program into content area subjects as
much as possible




Effective Alternative Programming

- Provide alternative programming that focuses on students’ greatest area of need,
as well as strength

- Develop learning goals that support the student in using technology more independently

- Consider Executive Function skills that may be impacting student performance. Develop learning
goals to explicitly teach strategies for managing and developing Executive Functioning skills

- Collaboratively create and update transition plans

- Consider social skills that may be impacting student functioning during structured and
unstructured times and develop learning goals for managing social interactions

*include Alternative program goals on IEP as necessary to address individual student needs



Effective Teaching Strategies

» Work to build strong student/teacher relationships and rapport
+ Use materials which incorporate student interests and allow for student voice

« Encourage the use of meta-cognition, divergent thinking, critical thinking, logical thinking
and creative thinking

« Allow for individual, small group and large group learning opportunities
- Begin a lesson by reviewing the last lesson

« Break learning tasks into small steps

« Teach and use graphic organizers and visualization techniques

« Probe regularly to check understanding

« Provide regular, specific feedback

« Use diagrams, graphics and pictures to support instruction

« Present information verbally and visually when possible

« Provide and teach memory strategies e.g., mnuemonic strategies

- Provide many opportunities to practice new skills

« Provide models and explain end product

« Provide hands on, concrete use of manipulatives

« Allow time for students to process verbal information and ask questions
« Reduce homework assignments whenever possible

Classroom Management

- Work to develop a strong staff/student relationship by ensuring one to one time to learn
students’interests, strengths and concerns

- Create an environment that fosters intrinsic motivation by providing opportunities for success
through appropriate academic programming

« Provide and reinforce clear, structured program with predictable routines and expectations
- Teach self-awareness, self-regulatory skills and self-advocacy skills
« Maintain regular communication between home and school



Assessment and Evaluation

« Allow students to demonstrate their knowledge in a variety of ways (e.g., Oral, product,
demonstration, drawings, collages, dioramas, poster charts, videos, paper/pencil etc.)

« Ask students to explain what they learned

« Use questioning that draws upon higher levels of thinking i.e. Bloom’s Taxonomy
« Provide formulas for tests

- Allow for verbal responses

« Ensure technology is available and used for written responses

- Provide students with the expectations being assessed in advance, and explain how they will
be assessed

« Teach and provide opportunities for self-reflection and self-assessment
« Use Provincial Report Card to report on student programming

« Ensure that assessment and evaluation practices are linked to those outlined in the Individual
Education Plan

Integration

- Educate staff regarding the various strengths and needs of students with Learning Disabilities

- Provide regular classroom teachers with specific background information about the student as
needed

« Ensure students integrate into classes with age appropriate peers in order to foster social skill
development

« Ensure that teachers are aware of and understand the students’ Individual Education Plans

- Ensure that technology is used as necessary in other classes during integration

« Involve students in school wide activities and initiatives (e.g. assembilies, field trips etc.)

« Arrange for classroom EA to work with students in the mainstream class to support integration



System Support (b T10osA sLP, Psychology, Social Work)

Most students identified with a Learning Disability through the Identification, Placement and
Review Process attend their home school and are supported in regular class placements. The
LD TOSA team may provide in-school support to teachers to improve their understanding of the
individual student profiles, the profile of a student with a Learning Disability and differentiated
programming. They may also engage in collaborative professional learning activities with
teachers in relation to supporting students with Learning Disabilities. Students attending the
Accelerate class will be supported through consultation with new teachers as they transition
back to their home schools.

Psychological Services staff provide ongoing consultation to teachers, learning coordinators,
principals and parents regarding referred students. In the consultation process, parents and
educational personnel may receive assistance in the interpretation of psychological assessment
results and implications for classroom programming. Psychological Services staff also support
problem solving, decision making and program development for students with learning, social-
emotional, behavioural and intellectual needs. Individual psychological assessments may be
completed upon the recommendation of the Program Development Team in consultation with
Psychological Services staff.

School Counselling and Social Work Services can be accessed on behalf of a student upon
referral by parents or by the Program Development Team. School Support Counsellors and
Social Workers provide individual, family and group counselling to help students overcome
mental health/social/emotional barriers to learning, focus on their strengths and become
more resilient. School Support Counsellors and Social Workers provide support for mental
health issues, emotions management, coping skills, peer problems, family problems, conflict
resolution, social skills, life skills, self-esteem.

Acronyms Related to Special Education:

ADHD: Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder LST: Learning Support Teacher

ASD: Autism Spectrum Disorder MID: Mild Intellectual Disability

CCAC: Community Care Access Centre OT: Occupational Therapist

DD: Developmental Disability PDT: Program Development Team

D/HH: Deaf and Hard of Hearing PT: Physiotherapist

EA: Educational Assistant SLP: Speech and Language Pathologist

IEP: Individual Education Plan SEA: Special EQuipment Amount

IPRC: Identification, Placement and Review Committee SEAC: Special Education Advisory Committee
LD: Learning Disability TVDSB: Thames Valley District School Board




