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We are pleased to report another fruitful year for the Thames Valley Education Foundation with over $850,000 in 
income, which includes donations to our awards and scholarships portfolio, the Caring Fund and event income.   

As the Foundation continues to grow, we are encouraged and inspired by the support from our community. 
The 2018-2019 school year was a year of community building, and we are proud to report that support for TVEF 
programs and events is stronger than ever!    

Our awards and scholarships portfolio welcomed many new donors and partners, including new awards 
established by generous business partners for schools all over the valley. In addition to business and community 
organizations, we also saw a number of awards created in honour of former students, retired teachers and 
passionate community leaders. In fact, last  year we approved 30 new awards for students! 

We are incredibly lucky to have such an engaged school community. The 2018-2019 Toonie Tuesday campaign 
was the most successful campaign ever, totalling over $50,000 in support from our schools and community 
partners,  with120 schools participating in the campaign. Every dollar donated goes directly to students in 
need through our Caring Fund. It inspires us to see students helping students, and Thames Valley staff eagerly 
supporting their efforts.  

As our partnership with the United Way and Salvation Army for the Best First Day backpack program continues to 
flourish, we are seeing record numbers of business rallying around this important cause. In August, we collected 
over 3,500 backpacks for students in need, distributed not only to students in Thames Valley, but all over the 
district, including area Indigenous schools, the London District Catholic School Board, shelters, and community 
organizations.  

While we celebrate many new community relationships this year, we owe our success to the continued 
partnerships we have been able to strengthen and grow over the years. These faithful partners have helped us 
to build this organization, and it is on this solid foundation that we explore new ways to support Thames Valley 
students.  

To our community partners - new and enduring - we thank you. This is your Foundation, and we hope you will 
continue to celebrate with us for years to come.

Thank you.

Message from the Executive Director and Board President

 TVEF supporters

Jackie Ellefsen
Executive Director

James Stewart
TVEF Board President
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Established in 2001, the Thames Valley Education Foundation is a registered charitable  
organization affiliated with the Thames Valley District School Board. TVEF exists to build  
partnerships with the community to enhance opportunities in our schools and support  

students throughout their learning journey and beyond.  

Our Mission
To provide enhanced learning opportunities for 
Thames Valley students by fostering support from 
all sectors of society.

Our Board
James Stewart, President

Chris Thompson, Vice President

Anne Rawlings, Secretary/Treasurer

Rick Doerr, Community Representative

Laura Elliott, Director of Education, TVDSB

David Foster, Community Representative

Bill McKinnon,  Trustee, TVDSB

Jeff Pratt, Associate Director, TVDSB

Jake Skinner, Trustee, TVDSB

Our Staff
 Jane Winsky – donations assistant/awards facilitator 
“Our awards and scholarships assist students financially, recognize their achievements 
and inspire dreams, helping them on the road to reach their full potential.  The  
generosity of our many donors is incredible, and they are what makes this program 
possible.  I have the privilege of assisting donors to establish new awards and I have 
seen the positive impact one person can make in the life of a student.” 

Stephanie Winterton – development assistant/events coordinator 
“Since my time at the Foundation, I have witnessed incredible moments of community, 
rallying together to demonstrate how much we all truly care for students across the 
Thames Valley district. This inspires me every day, as I work to ensure that all students 
have their basic needs met through our Caring Fund. The Caring Fund is my niche, 
allowing me to support our students, through fundraising and events to ensure there 
are as few barriers to their education as possible.” 

Jackie Ellefsen – development officer/executive director 
“Every day I experience some of the best parts of our district – generous, passionate 
and caring individuals who share in our vision for student equity and success. I have 
the pleasure of supporting the Foundation’s operations, and leveraging support from 
our incredible Thames Valley community.”  
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Created in 2008, the Caring Fund continues to be an important support program at the Thames Valley 
District School Board, last year distributing over $130,000 to students in emergency financial need.  
We receive requests from every corner of the district and last year approximately half of our requests  
supported secondary students, the other half elementary students. This vital program continues to  
be supported exclusively through community donations and fundraising events.

383 grants for students in need 
during the 2018-19 school year

Over $134,000 granted
to students and families in need

59% of requests 
were related to hunger

51% of requests
were for elementary students

2018-19 fundraising efforts:
 Toonie Tuesday  $49,669 raised
 TVDSB payroll deduction  $37,813 raised
 Donors  $16,915 raised
 Run for the FUNd  $11,938 raised
 Foundation grants  $11,500 raised

TOTAL 
DONATED  $127,835

“The Caring Fund in supporting our students 
and families has provided not only hope 
and a sense that we as a family care, it also 
has provided them with those immediate 
needs, everything from clothing, winter 
boots, and eyewear – it really has shown that 
as a community, as a family, we support our 
students.” 

– Tiffany Birtch, Principal  
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Learning Enhancement Fund

Riverside Buddy Program 
Everyone belongs at Riverside Public School, and 
the goal of the Buddy Program was to reinforce this 
core value. After completing a Safe Schools Survey in 
2017, Riverside noted that there was a real desire for 
students to feel a deeper connection to the school 
community. So, in September 2018, older students 
were partnered with younger students to create new 
friendships throughout the school community. Buddy 
activities were held once every other month, including 
a fall festival, rock garden project and a  
math afternoon. 

“The idea, was that there would always be 
someone to say “hi” to in the hallway when 
walking between activities.” 

– Kelly Fortney, Principal

Clarke Road Sensory Garden 
An unused courtyard space at Clarke Road Secondary 
School was the inspiration for this multi-disciplinary 
experiential learning project. Students were involved 
in every aspect of the sensory garden creation 
including building structures such as benches, tables 
and gardens. Indigenous cultural arts educator, Mike 
Cywink was engaged to work with students on a  
mural that represented inclusion. 

“This project really brought together so 
many different parts of our school. It showed 
students how when we work together, we 
can create something useful and beautiful. I 
can’t wait until we can all get back to school to 
finally enjoy the space. This spring was going 
to be our big opening.“

 – Marci Pluss – Teacher, Clarke Road SS

The space will continue to be used and maintained  
by future Work Internship classes at Clarke Road.

The Learning Enhancement Fund is a yearly granting program that allows schools to apply for funding of 
up to $2,000 for innovative teaching practices. In the 2018-19 school year, the TVEF disbursed $30,000 to 
21 innovative projects within our schools, ranging from wellness programming, to community building 
projects, and outdoor learning features. Below we have featured two approved projects  
from last year. 
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*Figures represent data from September 1, 2018 to August 31, 2019.

Numbers
$850,000 

in donations to various programs

$58,360
raised from fundraising events

$134,707
granted to students in need 

through the Caring Fund

21
innovative school projects 

supported through the Learning 
Enhancement Fund

383
students helped through the 

Caring Fund

3,550
backpacks distributed through 

the Best First Day program

29
new awards and  

scholarships created

591
total number of awards  

and scholarships available  
to TVDSB students
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2019 Financial and Operational Highlights
Statement of Operations and changes in fund balance
Year ended August 31, 2019

Statement of financial position
As at August 31, 2019

Total
Endowment

fund
Externally

restricted fund
Internally

restricted fund

2019
$

2018
$

2019
$

2018
$

2019
$

2018
$

2019
$

2018
$

Revenue
Donations 857,834 1,540,753 — 200,000 857.584 1,340,253 250 500

Investment Income 376,461 271,432 473 346 338,582 243,997 37,406 27,089

Realized gain on investments 59,992 147,565 (30) 110 59,253 133,172 769 14,283

Other income 139,695 86,867 — — 135,495 80,432 4,200 6,435

Administration 66,791 58,272 — — — — 66,791 58,272

1,500,773 2,104,889 443 200,456 1,390,914 1,797,854 109,416 106,579

Expenses
Awards 794,624 571,006 — — 793,866 570,606 758 400

Grants 29,998 29,438 — — 29,998 29,438 — —

Programs 181,332 148,822 — — 181,332 148,822 — —

Administration 170,722 159,997 43 34 108,652 103,926 62,027 56,037

Transfers to TVDSB 305,666 244,631 — — 305,501 244,381 165 250

1,482,342 1,153,894 43 34 1,419,349 1,097,173 62,950 56,687

Net revenue 18,431 950,995 400 200,422 (28,435) 700,681 46,466 49,892

Net transfers (from) to other funds — — (518) 34 35,393 29,838 (34,875) (29,882)
Surplus (deficit) from net revenue 
and transfers 18,431 950,995 (118) 200,456 6,958 730,529 11,581 20,010

Fund balance, beginning of year 7,361,715 6,410,720 3,867,698 3,667,242 2,760,287 2,029,758 733,730 713,720

Fund balance, end of year 7,380,146 7,361,715 3,867,580 3,867,698 2,767,245 2,760,287 745,321 733,730

Assets 2019
$

2018
$

Current assets

Cash 1,248,761 1,558,392

Accounts receivable 13,525 5,066

 1,262,286 1,563,458

Investments 8,444,526 8,054,700

9,706,812 9,618,158

Liabilities
Current liablities

Accounts payable 330,130 277,977

Awards payable 274,403 201,489

Deferred revenue 328,808 566,970

933,341 1,046,436

Long-term awards payable 210,560 153,883

1,143,901 1,200,319

Fund balances

Endowment fund 3,867,580 3,867,698

Externally restricted fund 2,767,245 2,760,287

Internally restricted fund 745,321 733,730
Accumulated remeasurement 
gains 1,182,765 1,056,124

8,562,911 8,417,839

9,706,812 9,618,158

Awards 

G
ra

nt
sPro

grams

Administration

Transfers to TVDSB 

Grants – includes Learning Enhancement Fund disbursements

Programs – includes Caring Fund disbursements, several  
donor-directed literacy and arts programs

Transfers to TVDSB – includes fundraised dollars for TVDSB  
special projects (school capital projects)

Expenses



programs

Donate 
Generous community donors support 
all of our programs. If you are interested 
in making a donation, please visit 
our website at tvdsb.ca/donate. 
Donations involving more planning 
(securities, bequests) can be facilitated 
by contacting Jackie Ellefsen at 
j.ellefsen@tvdsb.ca or 519.452.2000 
x20202.

Participate 
Sign up a team for our Run for the 
FUNd, bring some friends to stuff 
backpacks for the Best First Day 
program, or plan an event at your 
workplace in support of Toonie 
Tuesday and the Caring Fund.  For 
more details on how you can become 
involved, please contact Stephanie 
Winterton at s.winterton@tvdsb.ca 
or 519.452.2000 x20208.

Volunteer 
Our events and programs would not be 
possible without our amazing volunteers. 
If you are interested in volunteering 
with TVEF, please contact our office at 
TVEFinfo@tvdsb.ca or 519.452.2000 
x20208.

Thames Valley Education Foundation
1250 Dundas Street  |  London, ON N5W 5P2   |  519-452-2000 ext. 20202   |  TVEFinfo@tvdsb.ca 

Registered Charitable # 87248 1361 RR0001

@TVEducationFdn

The Caring Fund
A funding program created to support  
students in emergency financial need. 

The Learning Enhancement Fund
A funding program designed to promote  
innovative teaching practices within our schools. 

Awards and Scholarships
Awards, bursaries and scholarships available  
for TVDSB students.

Best First Day
A partnership between United Way Elgin Middlesex and 
Salvation Army ensures that all students attend schools 
with the basic supplies they need to learn.

you can help...
We couldn’t do this without you. Together, we support our students in crisis, provide funding  

for innovative programming within our schools, and recognize deserving students.  
Thank you to all of our donors, volunteers and community partners!


