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“Community support  
and cooperation enhance  

our education system. 

Together, we can help our  
students prepare for the  
challenges of tomorrow.”

jackie ellefsen
Remove quotation marks here. 



32018 TVEF Annual Report

Welcome to our first annual report to the community! We are excited to share our accomplishments from our last  
fiscal year, September 1, 2017 – August 31, 2018.

Last year was an exceptional year for the TVEF with over $1.3 million in donation revenue - up from just over $476,000  
in 2016-17.

A major portion of our donation income last year consisted of two new awards: The Mackie Cryderman Award for  
Excellence in the Arts and The Robert and Fern Anderson Engineering Award. These two award donations totalled over 
$550,000 to support students pursuing arts and engineering education in post secondary institutions. Our awards and 
scholarships portfolio continues to be our primary source of fundraising income, and we are noticing a steady increase  
in estate donations.

Last year also fostered the development of two important collaborations. In January 2018, the United Way, Salvation Army 
and TVEF created a formal agreement and a thoughtful and memorable brand for the yearly backpack program now called 
Best First Day. This partnership has allowed us to increase donations for the program within the community and showcase 
our efforts using unified messaging.

The second collaboration was with the Start2Finish running and reading program for at-risk youth that operates in some  
of our Thames Valley District School Board schools. The program traditionally culminates with a 5k run for participants. At 
our Run for the FUNd in June 2018, we were happy to host the Start2Finish students and provide a discount to participating 
student runners. We hope to continue to develop this partnership as it allows for increased visibility for both programs and 
increased event revenue for TVEF through additional sponsorship opportunities.

Perhaps one of the most exciting additions to the TVEF fundraising portfolio was the introduction of Thames Valley District 
School Board payroll deduction. The program was launched with the Toonie Tuesday campaign in February 2018, and in just 
a few short weeks there were over 200 employees signed up bringing in a projected $30,000. The support from our school 
community is strong, and we are incredibly proud to work with such committed and passionate staff and administrators.

Of course, we owe our successes to our incredible community donors - without their support and confidence, none of this 
would be possible. Thank you to the TVEF staff who work tirelessly to promote our Foundation in the community, and to  
our board members who help to protect and promote the interests of our donors and their funds.

With a banner year for TVEF now behind us, we look forward to reaching new heights in the coming year. Our success is  
proof of the incredible impact a community can make when we rally around a common cause - our students.

Thank you.

— Jackie Ellefsen and James Stewart

Jackie Ellefsen
Executive Director

James Stewart
TVEF Board Chairperson

Message from the Executive Director and Board Chairperson

 TVEF supporters
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Established in 2001, the Thames Valley Education Foundation (TVEF) is a registered  
charitable organization affiliated with the Thames Valley District School Board.  

TVEF exists to build partnerships with the community that enhance opportunities in  
our schools and enrich public education.

Funding for the Foundation comes from local businesses, grants, community organizations  
and concerned citizens who wish to support our District’s tradition of excellence.

Our Mission
To provide enhanced  

learning opportunities for 
Thames Valley students by 
fostering support from all 

sectors of society.

Our Staff
Jackie Ellefesen

Executive Director, TVDSB
Development Officer, TVDSB

Jane  Winsky
Donations Assistant and  

Award Facilitator
Stephanie Winterton

Development Assistant and  
Event Coordinator

Our Board
James Stewart, TVEF President, Community Representative

Chris Thompson, TVEF Vice President, Community Representative

Anne Rawlings, TVEF Secretary/Treasurer, Community Representative

Laura Elliott, Director of Education, TVDSB

David Foster, Community Representative

Rick Doerr, Community Representative

Bill McKinnon, TVDSB Trustee

Jeff Pratt, Associate Director, TVDSB

Jake Skinner, TVDSB Trustee

jackie ellefsen
This should say: 
Executive Director, TVEF
Development Officer, TVDSB�
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Our Programs
Awards and Scholarships

The Caring Fund

The Learning Enhancement Fund

Best First Day

Special Projects

TVEF manages all awards, bursaries and scholarships for the TVDSB. We 
provide award/bursary/scholarship donors with advice on award setup, 
manage donation investments, and assist with selections and funding 
disbursements.

Created by TVEF, the Caring Fund supports students in emergency financial 
need with the supplies they need to grow and learn, even during a crisis. 
Donations for the Caring Fund come from community donors, TVDSB staff 
and our very own students.

Funding from this grant helps to support innovative teaching practices 
within our schools, including wellness programs, ‘green’ projects and unique 
programs such as robotics. We hope to grow the potential of this fund  
through community support.

A partnership between United Way Elgin Middlesex and The Salvation  
Army, the Best First Day program provides backpacks for students in need  
in the TVDSB, the London District Catholic School Board and beyond. 
Generous individuals and businesses in our community donate all supplies 
and backpacks, and last year the program distributed over 3,700 backpacks  
to students.

TVEF supports a number of special fundraising projects within the TVDSB 
including district-wide initiatives and large school capital projects.

TV55390
Sticky Note
Is this clear that the partnership also includes TVEF? It almost sounds like the partnership is just UW and SA that we might 'help' with. Perhaps, to ensure clarity, add in "TVEF" to that first sentence?



”
“We strongly believe in assisting students with financial scholarships to pursue educational opportunities to meet his or her full 

potential. Education is a master key that open doors to better futures. As a society, everyone benefits from an educated citizenry.  
For the past eight years, through our association with the Thames Valley Education Foundation, we are pleased to have been able  

to award (30) 4-Year Scholarships to worthy, exceptional students.

— Phil McNamee and Mary Hanley

”

“We have met such fascinating, compelling students since beginning our bursary program in 2015. Our focus has  
been students with financial need who have overcome challenge and have specific post-secondary goals. The criteria also  

highly values kindness, pursuit of excellence and the effort to self-fund.

From determined immigrants to resilient survivors - and everything in between - there are some great stories within the  
youth of our community. Remarkable how overcoming challenge and achieving excellence often find themselves paired.

Our goal is to provide both a financial and emotional boost. We have enjoyed the inspiring energy of associating  
with such resilient students.

— Sandy and Nicole Mikalachki
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Awards and Scholarships

The TVEF awards and scholarships  

portfolio supports over 500 awards, 

scholarships and bursaries for students 

at the TVDSB. Generously donated by 

individuals, businesses and foundations 

in our community, awards range from 

academic achievement recognition to 

school-to-workplace grants. TVEF staff  

work to connect donor interests with  

TVDSB school programs and guidance 

counsellors to enhance recognition 

opportunities for our bright and diverse 

student population.

Although most awards, scholarships 

and bursaries provide financial  

support for our students, the impact  

on recipients goes beyond the 

monetary value.
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The Caring Fund 
supports students in  

crisis so they can focus  
on learning.
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Our 8th annual Toonie Tuesday fundraiser on February 13, 2018 

raised over $35,000. Toonie Tuesday is a community-wide fundraiser 
encouraging TVDSB students, staff and local businesses to participate 

by contributing a toonie to support the Caring Fund.

The Caring Fund is our primary fundraising priority, which disburses over $100,000 per year to  
students in emergency financial need. The fund was created in 2008 in response to needs in our schools; 
students who are struggling with poverty and financial emergencies face challenges that greatly affect  
their ability to learn. We have many incredible organizations in our community that offer support to  
our students, however, many long-term support programs take time to put into place. 
Our goal with the Caring Fund is to ensure that students continue to attend school – even during  
a crisis. We believe that all students deserve an equal chance to learn and grow.
The Caring Fund is supported exclusively through community donations and two primary  
fundraising events.

Run for the FUNd. Last fiscal  
year marked the first and second annual  
Run for the FUNd events. The first event was  
held in September 2017 at Stoneybrook Public 
School and approximately 300 walkers and  
runners participated, raising over $20,000 for  
the Caring Fund. The second event was held in 
June 2018 at Parkside Collegiate Institute in St. 
Thomas and hosted approximately 500 walkers 
and runners including Start2Finish program 
participants.
The second event raised almost $15,000 for the 
Caring Fund. The event will continue to be held 
annually in June.

Toonie Tuesday is an annual fundraiser 
that encourages students, teachers, administrators 
and business partners to donate one toonie to the  
Caring Fund during the month of February.
The first campaign was announced in 2008, and 
raised XXX. Last fiscal year, the Toonie Tuesday 
campaign raised over $30,000 to support students 
and families in need. Last year we also introduced 
employee payroll deduction to the campaign, 
which brought in an additional $35,000 to the 
fund. As the event continues to grow, the  
hashtag #TVEFToonieTues on Twitter is filled  
with photos of school and business campaigns 
that include events like pie-in-the-face fundraisers, 
superhero day, crazy hair day, math challenges, 
and wellness activities.
Thank you to all of our students, teachers, 
administrators and business partners who  
help to make this campaign a huge success  
every year.

Caring Fund

Run for the FUNd events at Stoneybook Public School in September 
2017 and Parkside Collegiate in June 2018 raised over $27,000 for 

students in emergency financial need.

jackie ellefsen
The first line in the second paragraph should read: 

The first campaign was announced in 2011 and raised just over $14,000.
�

jackie ellefsen
Small error on my part: the $30,000 and $35,000 should be reversed here: 

$35,000 for the campaign and $30,000 in payroll deduction�

TV55390
Sticky Note
The totals here would indicate that more than $30K has been raised from both runs, but the photo caption says only just over $27K was raised. Need to clarify.
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*Figures represent data from September 1, 2017 to August 31, 2018.

Numbers
$1.3 million

in donations to various programs

$62,000
raised from fundraising events

$103,451
granted to students in need 

through the Caring Fund

22
innovative school projects 

supported through the Learning 
Enhancement Fund

320
students helped through the 

Caring Fund

3,700
backpacks distributed through 

the Best First Day program

40
new awards and  

scholarships created

576
total number of awards  

and scholarships available  
to TVDSB students
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2018 Financial and Operational Highlights
Statement of Operations and changes in fund balance
Year ended August 31, 2018

Statement of financial position
As at August 31, 2018

Total
Endowment

fund
Externally

restricted fund
Internally

restricted fund

2018
$

2017
$

2018
$

2017
$

2018
$

2017
$

2018
$

2017
$

Revenue

Donations 1,540,753 502,354 200,000 — 1,340,253 501,254 500 1,100

Investment Income 271,432 262,736 346 370 243,997 233,680 27,089 28,686

Realized gain on investments 147,565 64,013 110 — 133,172 61,039 14,283 2,974

Other income 86,867 45,239 — — 80,432 45,239 6,435 —

Administration 58,272 56,965 — — — — 58,272 56,965

2,104,889 931,307 200,456 370 1,797,854 841,212 106,579 89,725 

Expenses
Awards 571,006 624,371 — — 570,606 624,321 400 50

Grants 29,438 32,842 — — 29,438 32,842 — —

Programs 148,822 194,880 — — 148,822 194,880 56,037 40,426

Administration 159,997 127,834 34 34 103,926 87,374 6,435 —

Transfers to TVDSB 244,631 105,789 — — 244,381 103,530 250 2,259

1,153,894 1,085,716 34 34 1,097,173 1,042,947 56,687 42,735 

Net revenue 950,995 154,409 — — 570,606 624,321 400 50

Net transfers (from) to other funds — 32,842 — — 29,438 32,842 — —
Surplus (deficit) from net revenue 
and transfers 950,995 194,880 — — 148,822 194,880 56,037 40,426

Fund balance, beginning of year 6,410,720 127,834 34 34 103,926 87,374 6,435 —

Fund balance, end of year 7,361,715 105,789 — — 244,381 103,530 250 2,259

Notes 2018
$

2017
$

Assets

Current assets 1,558,392 286,355

Cash 5,066 2,083

Accounts receivable 1,563,458 288,438

Investments 3 8,054,700 7,528,763

9,618,158 7,817,201

Liabilities
Current liablities

Accounts payable 10 277,977 81,630

Awards payable 201,489 229,941

Deferred revenue 566,970 20,000

1,046,436 331,571

Long-term awards payable 4 153,883 131,715

1,200,319 463,286

Fund balances

Endowment fund 5 and 8 3,867,698 3,667,242

Externally restricted fund 6 and 8 2,760,287 2,029,758

Internally restricted fund 7 733,730 713,720
Accumulated remeasurement 
gains 1,056,124 943,195

8,417,839 7,353,915

9,618,158 7,817,201

jackie ellefsen
Is there any way to ‘blank out’ the ‘Notes’ column here? I realized those notes are not actually connected to anything in this report. �



you help...

Donate Generous community donors support all of our programs. If you are 
interested in making a donation to the Caring Fund, setting up an award/scholarship, or supporting one of 
our other incredible programs, please visit our website at tvdsb.ca/donate. Donations involving more 
planning (securities, bequests) can be facilitated by contacting Jackie Ellefsen at j.ellefsen@tvdsb.ca or 
519.452.2000 x20202.

Participate Sign up a team for our Run for the FUNd, bring some
friends to stuff backpacks for the Best First Day program, or plan an event at your workplace in support 
of Toonie Tuesday and the Caring Fund. We rely on community support for all of our programs, so come 
join us for one of our family friendly (fully accessible) events, or plan one of your own. For more details 
on how you can become involved, please contact Stephanie Winterton at s.winterton@tvdsb.ca or 
519.452.2000 x20208.

Volunteer Our events and programs would not be possible without our 
amazing volunteers. Run for the FUNd and Best First Day events are always recruiting for passionate 
individuals interested in donating time to help our students. If you are interested in volunteering with  
TVEF, please contact our office at TVEFinfo@tvdsb.ca or 519.452.2000 x20208.

We couldn’t do this without you. Together, we support our students in crisis, 
provide funding for innovative programming within our schools, and promote 

our students who deserve recognition. Thank you to all of our donors, volunteers 
and community partners!

Thames Valley Education Foundation
1250 Dundas Street

London, ON N5W 5P2
www.tvdsb.ca/tvef

Registered Charitable # 87248 1361 RR0001

Contact us for a confidential discussion about how you can support student success  
with a donation to the Thames Valley Education Foundation. 

jackie ellefsen
The titel should read: 

How you can help…

I love the script, though, so you can script ‘How you’ instead.�
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