The Caring Fund:
2019
2020

IMPACT

In a year of uncertainties, the Caring Fund provided
consistency and hope. With the support of our
community, $157,384 was granted to students in
need across the Thames Valley district.
2019-2020 found students and families balancing challenges, new and old.
Before COVID-19 shifted our way of living, the Caring Fund focused on ensuring
students had their most basic needs met, so they could focus on learning first and
foremost. From students unable to afford to eat, to parents struggling to pay bills,
and families coping with cancer, the Caring Fund was able to provide support,
showing them our community cares.

“Words truly cannot fully express my deepest appreciation for your very
kind gesture of the gift cards. These shopping gift cards provided much
relief and a month of meals! Thank you from the bottom of our hearts!”
– Gratitude received from TVDSB family
COVID-19 made supporting students even more critical, as more families
were coping with job losses, health challenges, and food insecurity.
The Caring Fund was quick to act, providing immediate support to
students while longer-term supports were put into into place. The
Caring Fund saw a 39% increase in requests, with 64% of them for
food. With the help of our community, we adapted to ensure
that families did not have to worry about feeding their
children when the pandemic caused many to lose their jobs.
2019-2020 was nothing short of extraordinary. Like many
others, we faced challenges. Yet, you kept us hopeful.
More than that, you inspired us. Because of your generous
support, we ended the 2020 school year prepared for a new
one, focusing on ensuring students had food, school supplies,
clothing and additional needs met for another school year.

Community makes a
Difference
$7,290

$46,543

Toonie Tuesday

TVDSB Payroll Deductions

$70,849

$34,257

Donors

#CaringChampions

Total Donated

$50,000

$203,989

Grants

Showing our
Community #WeCare
532 requests, $157,384 Granted

Type of Requests
COVID-19 has been hard on our community. The
Caring Fund saw a 17% increase in funds granted,
compared to the 2018-19 school year. Most of
this increase occurred from March – August of
2020, with a staggering 46% increase in requests
for support compared to 2019. Nearly all of the
requests were for food, to ensure students could
eat while families coped with job losses.
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Transportation
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Clothing

#CaringChampions
As COVID-19 quelled many of our fundraising events,
we had generous donors step-up, allowing us to
fundraise through a donation-matching social media
campaign, #CaringChampions. Our friends at Harrison
Pensa played an integral role, and were the first to
offer matching funds for the fundraiser. Because of
their generosity, more donors joined with matching
funds, elevating $16,300 in community donations to
an incredible $32,600. As the 2020 school year came to
an end, your generosity inspired us to adapt so we can
continue to provide the best possible support through
the Caring Fund.

Real People. Real Requests.
“The sole parent of a family has been very ill. They just went for their 2nd COVID test in an effort to get back
to work. They will not receive a pay cheque for another three weeks and are struggling with groceries.”
“Family immigrated to Canada in 2019; the father passed away many years ago and mom speaks minimal
English and has a serious back injury. The student is working 40-60 hours a week to provide for their family,
while attending school full-time. We would like to support groceries to ease their struggle while they are
connected with community supports.”
“A family in our community is struggling with the recent passing of their father. To make matters worse, the
mother has lost her job due to COVID-19. The family, with a number of children, are in need of financial support
for groceries and other basic necessities.”
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