
ACHIEVEMENT AND WELL-BEING 

Carolinian Forest Festival  
With a dedicated crew of community partners and local secondary school student 
leaders, the Carolinian Forest Festival brought over 2,500 Grade 6 and 7 students from 
across the Valley to the Springwater Conservation Area in Elgin County to learn about 
forest ecosystems, species at risk, climate change, and stewardship opportunities. Over 

One World Centre 
welcomes all 
Thames Valley’s One 
World Centre 
provides a welcoming 
environment where 
International and 
newcomer students 
and families are 
introduced to the 
Thames Valley school 
system; completing 
admissions and 
registration 
paperwork, and 
language and math 
assessments. The goal 
is to set up each of 
these students so that 
they are successful in 
school. One World 
also exemplifies a 
collaborative working 
environment where all 
staff work to ensure a 
positive introduction 
to London and 
Thames Valley. 

SAUNDERS SS 
Indigenous senior 

students mentor first-year 
students 
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NORTHRIDGE PS 

Week of Inspirational 
Math helped boost 

students’ confidence in 
math
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RETHINK SECONDARY  

Work is underway to 
transform libraries at 

Parkside SS  and Huron 
Park SS
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Strategic Priorities in Action  

Over the four days in October, more than 2,500 students from 28 schools across Thames Valley spent time  
discovering the value and importance of the Carolinian Life Zone through 40 hands-on activity stations at 
conservation areas and environment learning centres.

Learning opportunities and initiatives demonstrating commitment to 
 Thames Valley’s Strategic Priorities and Operational Goals



four days (October 7-10), secondary students, along with community experts, led 40 stations of curriculum-linked, 
hands-on learning activities to engage students in the Carolinian forest. This annual event is one of our programs 
supported through the Environmental Education portfolio and Outdoor Education Funding. The goal is to provide  
teachers an experiential learning opportunity to bring the Grade 6 Biodiversity and Grade 7 Interactions in the 
Environment units of Science to life, while also supporting student well-being with an active day of enjoying their 
learning outdoors. 

EQUITY AND INCLUSION 

Orange  
Shirt Day 
Many schools took 
part in this special day 
to promote awareness 
of the residential 
school system 

Orange Shirt Day was 
recognized at schools throughout 
Thames Valley, such as Caradoc North PS in Strathroy 
and New Sarum PS in Central Elgin. It was also an 
important day at Wilton Grove PS in London – where 
Indigenous education and reconciliation is one of the 
school’s areas of emphasis. The school was honoured 
to host Dan and Mary Lou Smoke who described the 
history of songs and stories, the story of creation, the 

power of the spoken language, the history of 
residential schools, as well as the impetus for Orange 
Shirt Day. The library was filled with Orange Shirt Day 
resources and teachers wore orange T-shirts as a visual 
signal to the school community that reconciliation and 
learning indigenous history is one of Wilton Grove’s 
priorities.
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RELATIONSHIPS 

LEARNING ABOUT ACCESSIBILITY 
Grade 7/8 students at Winchester Street 
Public School in Woodstock switched up 
physical education classes to 
accommodate a student in a wheelchair 
due to an accident. They played 
“accessible," low-organization games in 
class (such as army crawl dodgeball) so 
the student confined to a wheelchair 
could participate as well. 
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