
CONNECTIVITY 
Ministry recognizes 

TVDSB for modernizing 
internet connectivity 

PARENT ENGAGEMENT 
Math Nights held for 

parents to learn about 
their children’s education

RESPONSIVE TEACHING  
Educators learn how to 

teach students to be 
better writers and learners 

STEAM 

Passion for 
learning 
rewarded 
Oakridge SS student 
Waleed Sawan 
generously shared his 
passion for learning by 
encouraging fellow  
students to grow their 
knowledge of Science, 
Technology, Engineering, 
Arts, and Math (STEAM) 
subjects. Among his 
personal achievements, 
Waleed represented 
Canada at the Intel 
International Science and 
Engineering Fair and 
was recently chosen 
as one of five students 
from across Canada to 
receive the  STEAM 
Horizon Award presented 
at the Canada Aviation 
and Space Museum in 
Ottawa. He also won a 
$25,000 scholarship to 
support  his post-
secondary education. 
Waleed plans to enrol in 
engineering at Western 
University.
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Strategic Priorities in Action  

A new model for helping Special Education 
secondary and elementary school students 
maximize the use of personal technology – 
Technology Empowerment Access 
Movement (TEAM) – was recently unveiled 
at Oakridge SS in London. TEAM engages 
students and staff using a four-step process 
of direct instruction, modelling, practice and 
feedback to ensure technology is used in 

learning opportunities throughout the 
school day. TEAM helps students efficiently 
utilize personal technology devices in their  
classroom experience, as well as develops 
their self-advocacy skills and understanding 
of the important role of student voice in the 
learning process. TEAM is now expanding 
to include other schools across Thames 
Valley.

INCLUSIVE LEARNING AND WORKING ENVIRONMENTS 

TEAM learning experience

Learning opportunities and initiatives demonstrating commitment to 
 Thames Valley’s Strategic Priorities and Operational Goals
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COMMUNICATION  

United in Sport benefits community

STRATEGIC PRIORITIES IN ACTION NOVEMBER 8, 2019

NUMERACY 

EDUCATORS DISCUSS IMPORTANCE  
OF ‘SPIRALLING’ MATH CONCEPTS   
124 elementary teachers and administrators attended 
a voluntary after-school session called “Silos to 
Spirals” presented by Learning Coordinator Tracy 
White and Thames Valley’s elementary Math Team. 
With a focus on Grades 3 and 6, educators learned 
about the importance and value of spiralling the 
mathematics curriculum. Spiralling is a focused and 
intentional approach of revisiting a concept, topic or 
big idea with students on multiple occasions 
throughout the school year. 

Woodstock Collegiate Institute hosted its first United In Sport day and raised $3,500 for 
United Way Oxford. The school’s senior girls basketball team played Lord Dorchester 
SS, followed by a game between the senior boys volleyball teams.   The day concluded 
with an outdoor dance, the Backyard Bash. The turnout was an incredible community 
celebration in support of the United Way. 

INCLUSIVE LEARNING 

Culturally relevant and 
responsive instruction 
School teams from four TVDSB 
high schools (SDCI, Laurier, IDCI, 
and Saunders) gathered for the 
fourth time as part of a Ministry of 
Education project examining how 
Culturally Relevant and 
Responsive Pedagogy can be 
used to support achievement and 
well-being among students facing 
poverty. In this most recent 
session, teams considered the 
intersectionality of student 
identities, as well as a social justice 
framework for examining school 
procedures. 

RELATIONSHIPS 

Learning the value of 
helping others 
Grade 6 students at Riverside PS 
in London launched their Farm 
Credit Canada Drive Away Hunger 
Food Drive and collected 5,308 
items weighing 4556.6 pounds – 
so much food that an extra truck 
was needed to transport the 
donations from the school. 
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