
PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITY 
Teachers focus on 
numeracy during 

November PA Day 

SPECIAL EDUCATION 
Passages Transition Fair  
helps families plan post-

secondary options

SECONDARY LITERACY 
Educators take a closer 
look at OSSLT data to 

improve student learning

STUDENT VOICE 

Indigenous 
Trustee profiled  
Chiara Kennedy, Thames 
Valley’s 2019-20 
Indigenous Student 
Trustee, is profiled in the 
current edition of  
Education Today, the 
Ontario Public School 
Board Association 
magazine. LINK 
Chiara, Turtle Clan from 
Chimnissing and Oneida, 
is an active student and 
participant in First Nation 
programming, attending 
ceremonies on a regular 
basis and has a strong 
connection to her 
Ojibway and 
Haudenosaunee roots. 
One of many FNMI 
students that attend 
Saunders Secondary 
School in London, Chiara 
is an advocate for 
language and culture and 
strongly believes that 
both are the foundations 
to one's identity.
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Strategic Priorities in Action  

A student's voice is a 
powerful thing. By saying 
something, a student has 
the power to stop 
negative behaviours, 
promote positive attitudes 
and create change in 
their school. 

During Bullying Awareness and Prevention 
week, November 17-23, Thames Valley 
encouraged all students and staff to say 
something and exercise the power of self-

advocacy and kindness. Schools across our 
board participated in Read Alouds, created 
displays using student voice and shared their 
passion in video messaging and acts of 
kindness. (LINK).
Starting November 18, all Grades 5-12 were 
also invited to take part in the School Climate 
Survey (LINK) by completing an anonymous 
questionnaire about relationships, participation 
at school, school safety, bullying, substance 
abuse and aspects of their school environment, 
such as teaching, learning, and mental health.  

BULLYING AWARENESS AND PREVENTION WEEK 

Students encouraged to Say Something! 

Learning opportunities and initiatives demonstrating commitment to 
 Thames Valley’s Strategic Priorities and Operational Goals

1 32

Northridge PS students post words of kindness to their "KIND" word wall. 

https://www.opsba.org/Education%20Today/Pages/Student-Voice-ET-Fall-2019.aspx
https://twitter.com/sarahchun02/status/1196437604599816197?s=20
https://www.tvdsb.ca/en/our-board/school-climate-survey.aspx
https://twitter.com/sarahchun02/status/1196437604599816197?s=20
https://www.tvdsb.ca/en/our-board/school-climate-survey.aspx
https://www.opsba.org/Education%20Today/Pages/Student-Voice-ET-Fall-2019.aspx


STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT  

Literacy toolkits give teachers the online edge  
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LITERACY 

EDUCATORS RESPOND TO EQAO TRENDS  
Grade 3 Teachers, and Administration at Sir Isaac 
Brock PS in London recently engaged in a rich 
collaborative learning experience around Primary 
EQAO reading trends at their school. By analzing data 
and student question writing, staff adjusted their 
teaching plans and strategies to respond to student 
needs with respect to answering multiple choice 
questions in Reading. Next steps include connecting 
with Thames Valley’s EQAO Outreach team for more 
professional learning and continued tracking of both 
students' reading levels and responses in both 
multiple choice and open response questions. 
 

Thames Valley teachers and administrators 
have been given new tools to improve 
student achievement through responsive 
literacy instruction and assessment. 
Recently launched Elementary and 
Secondary Online Literacy Toolkits include 
the latest information on instructional 
strategies and resources.  

The Elementary Literacy Online Toolkit  
(LINK) is packed with information, web 
links, documents, lesson plans, planning 
templates and more – everything teachers 
need to create a Comprehensive Balanced 
Literacy Program at the click-of-the-mouse. 
The Secondary Literacy Online Toolkit  

(LINK) is a reference guide for 
instructional ideas, resources and links 
to support literacy skills and strategies 
in secondary classrooms, as well as 
support and preparation resources for 
the Ontario Secondary School Literacy 
Test (OSSLT). 

Thames Valley believes in providing on-
going professional learning resources to  
educators and administrators to build 
knowledge, skills, and strategies to 
positively impact student achievement 
and well-being. The Literacy Portfolio 
Team can be followed on Twitter 
@TVDSBLiteracy.

CORPORATE SUSTAINABILITY 

Bottle filling stations to 
be installed at all schools 
A three-year commitment made in 
2017 to ensure all schools have 
access to chilled water fountains 
that include bottle filling stations is 
ahead of schedule and will be 
completed by the end of the year. 
Thames Valley’s Facilities Services 
department says the new 
fountains have built-in electronic 
counters that track the number of 
plastic water bottles that have 
been saved by using refillable 
containers. 

EQUITY AND DIVERSITY 

Custodians learn more 
about LGBT2Q+ topics 
About 155 Charge Custodians 
learned more about LGBT2Q+ 
topics and issues at a recent 
presentation by Learning 
Coordinator Matt Sereda. To 
better support equity, diversity, 
and inclusion in Thames Valley  
schools, all custodial staff can 
access a video of the presentation 
online – regardless of their shift or 
location.

Kindergarten 
parents at  
Stoney Creek PS 
learn effective 
literacy 
strategies to 
teach their 
children at 
home during the 
school’s first 
Literacy night of 
the year.

http://bit.ly/TVDSBLiteracyToolkit
http://bit.ly/TVDSBSecondaryLiteracyToolkit
https://twitter.com/TVDSBLiteracy
https://twitter.com/TVDSBLiteracy
http://bit.ly/TVDSBLiteracyToolkit
http://bit.ly/TVDSBSecondaryLiteracyToolkit
https://twitter.com/TVDSBLiteracy
https://twitter.com/TVDSBLiteracy
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