
RESILIENCY 

Courage to 
succeed sets 
example for all 
Grade 7 student Abian 
Flaka from London’s 
University Heights PS 
experienced sudden and 
profound sight loss in 
August two weeks prior to 
the start of school.  
Despite this, he 
enthusiastically embraced 
the task of becoming 
independently literate 
again by learning 
braille. Abian continues to 
rapidly advance his skills 
by mastering contracted 
braille, orientation and 
mobility and independent 
living skills. “Abian has 
exceeded our highest 
expectations,” 
reports Jason Intini, 
Abian’s Vision Resource 
Teacher. “He is a 
remarkable example for all 
students on how to best 
deal with life’s unexpected 
challenges: with 
confidence, strength, and 
a dogged determination 
to succeed.”
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Strategic Priorities in Action  

As part of a signature learning experience 
embodying Thames Valley’s Strategic 
Priorities, Grade 7 and Grade 8 students at 
Sir Arthur Currie PS in London designed, 
launched and operated their own small 
business ventures for a school  
Entrepreneurial Fair.  

Students worked collaboratively to trial 
and test products and problem-solve various 
design challenges. They then used numeracy 
skills to determine reasonable prices and 
project profit margins, taking into account 

consumer preferences and costs of 
producing an array of products such as food 
items, personalized socks, scented candles, 
and handmade ornaments.  

Building practical literacy skills, students 
also marketed their products by creating 
their own eye-catching websites and posters.  

Ticket sales were brisk during the day for 
the students and in the evening when 
community members were invited to the 
school. Profits will be directed to Ronald 
McDonald House and a year-end trip.

NUMERACY AND LITERACY 

Students profit from Entrepreneurial Fair

Learning opportunities and initiatives demonstrating commitment to 
 Thames Valley’s Strategic Priorities and Operational Goals

UNITED IN SPORT 
18 Thames Valley high 

schools raise $29,000 for 
United Way

1
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
Thames Valley Trustees 
launch Rural Education 

Task Force

3
GLOBAL COMPETENCY 

Environmental Leadership  
program promotes active 

citizenship

2



STRATEGIC PRIORITIES IN ACTION JANUARY 24, 2020

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 
INSPIRATION TO STUDY THE STARS  
About 100 HB Beal SS Grade 9 students recently 
took part in the Canadian Space Agency’s junior 
astronaut program aimed at giving youth an 
opportunity to learn more about Canada’s role in 
international space initiatives. Western University 
astrophysicist Parshati Patel led the sessions to 
inspire students to study the stars. “We are here in 
order for them to learn about what space is, and 
what careers are available, as well as Canada’s 
contribution to space exploration,” she said. A hands-
on activity involved using a paper cup, cardboard, 
paper clips and balloons to make a rudimentary 
hovercraft. Click here for video 

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT 

Oakridge receives 
IB accreditation

Students in a LEARN class  (Literacy 
Enrichment and Academic Readiness for 
Newcomers) at Rick Hanson PS in London  
start their day by setting language and 
content goals involving positive affirmations 
for a growth mindset.  

LEARN classes, available at eight schools 
throughout Thames Valley, support English 
Language Learners who have experienced 
limited or interrupted prior school. Students 
may enter the program at any point from 
Grade 4 to Grade 8. The LEARN Program is 
intended to help students make significant 
gains in second-language development, 

literacy, numeracy, academic skills and 
knowledge, in order to help them 
experience grade-level academic success 
more quickly. Identified English Language 
Learners participate in the LEARN Program 
for half-days, during which time they receive 
intensive literacy and numeracy support 
from Thames Valley educators.  

The students return to their home rooms 
for the remainder of each day, where they 
are integrated for regular programming with 
same-age peers. Rick Hanson’s junior LEARN 
class has many newcomers from Iraq, Syria, 
and Palestine. 

Oakridge SS recently 
became Thames Valley’s first 
school to be named an IB 
World School for the 
International Baccalaureate 
Diploma Programme (IBDP). 
The IBDP is an internationally 
recognized, two-year 
diploma, which provides a 
challenging curriculum for 
highly motivated students. It 
offers additional academic 
rigor in languages, 
mathematics, humanities 
and sciences and 
emphasizes personal 
development for students. 
“The IB program provides 
students in Thames Valley 
with another pathway to 
success by providing 
students an opportunity to 
earn an internationally 
recognized diploma,” says 
Superintendent Paul Sydor, 
Research shows IB graduates 
are better able to meet the 
demands of university 
undergraduate programs.

INCLUSIVE LEARNING 

LEARN helps newcomer students prepare to achieve 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UJfxZNBySCg&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UJfxZNBySCg&feature=youtu.be
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