
DIVERSITY 

Schools represent  
diverse 
communities 
J.S. Buchanan French 
Immersion PS in 
Strathroy recently 
engaged students, 
parents and staff in a 
graphic exercise to better 
understand the diversity 
of communities served by 
this Middlesex County 
French Immersion 
elementary school. 
Students created a large 
map of the school’s 
attendance area that was 
posted in a central area 
of the school. Photos 
contributed by families 
were then posted on the 
map representing areas 
throughout the county.
The whole school 
community has enjoyed 
being able to see the 
large geographical area 
and various Middlesex 
County communities 
represented within the 
walls of J.S. Buchanan.
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Strategic Priorities in Action  

About 30 Indigenous students, 
non-Indigenous Student Allies, and 
educators recently celebrated the 
dedication of a new mural called 
“Teachings” at Sir Frederick 
Banting Secondary School. Mike 
Cywink, a student mentor and 
program liaison at Western 
University's Centre for School 
Mental Health, explained that 
having both Indigenous and non-
Indigenous students work 
collaboratively to create the mural 
helped promote inclusion while 
teaching others about Indigenous 
culture. He also indicated that the 
mural takes the theme of inclusion 
to another level, as it is a 
representation of Banting's entire 
student body. “In between the 
flowing rivers are the four colours 
of the medicine wheel from the 
Anishnaabe Creation Story. The 
colours represent many different 
aspects of life and a wide variety of 
different people,” said Mr. Cywink. 

EQUITY 

Mural 
promotes 
understanding

Learning opportunities and initiatives demonstrating commitment to 
 Thames Valley’s Strategic Priorities and Operational Goals

SPIRIT OF GIVING 
TVEF Caring Fund 

provides $75,000  in aid 
to 250 students

CARING FOR COMMUNITY  
Thames Valley schools  

strengthen relationships 
with holiday fundraising

FAMILY ENGAGEMENT 
Woodland Heights PS 

holds parent conferences 
to enhance engagement
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https://twitter.com/HMcKinnon15/status/1205665095348555779
https://twitter.com/RobinatLFPress/status/1205152070900338695
https://twitter.com/ArthurVoaden/status/1204755504494530566
https://twitter.com/HMcKinnon15/status/1205665095348555779
https://twitter.com/RobinatLFPress/status/1205152070900338695
https://twitter.com/ArthurVoaden/status/1204755504494530566
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COMMUNITY  

DONATIONS SUPPORT STUDENTS  
Students at several Thames Valley schools received 
the warm support of community groups with 
donations of winter clothing items. Students at 
London’s Wilton Grove PS (right) received $2,000 in 
clothing from Elgin County’s Southwold Township 
Optimist Club. At Trafalgar PS, the London Police 
Association donated $3,000 of clothing to students. 
Principal Kristin Lynds said the donations had a 
significant impact as colder weather approaches. 
“Trafalgar students and families are so grateful for the 
support of the London police this holiday season,” 
she says. “This donation of outerwear will have a 
huge impact on our students and their comfort this 
winter.”

RELATIONSHIPS 
Warm holiday wishes delivered   
to hospital patients 
Grade 1 students at White Oaks PS in London 
wrote cheerful messages to patients in an 
oncology unit at London Health Sciences 
Centre. The students wanted to make sure 
that the patients woke up on Christmas 
morning and knew that they were loved.

INCLUSIVE LEARNING 

Valuable lessons 
found outdoors

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT AND WELL BEING 

Recipe for student success found in collaboration   
A local business invited Grade 2/3 and Grade 3 students at Ryerson PS in London to create, 
design and market a new donut for the holiday season.  Students submitted an original idea 
for a donut, along with detailed drawings, names and marketing slogans. Students later 
enjoyed the experience of making one of three delicious winning donuts.

Grade 8 students at Orchard 
Park PS in London learned 
some important 
environmental lessons in the 
neighbourhood outside their 
school doors. Students took 
water samples from a local 
creek and toured  the city’s 
water treatment and waste 
management facilities to 
gain insight into resource 
sustainability and consumer  
habits. Students also 
examined different types of 
ecosystems around the 
world and identified how 
elements such as producers 
and consumers interact in a 
sustainable ecosystem. The 
project inspired students to 
identify a local issue and 
work with the Thames Valley 
Conservation Authority to 
implement solutions. Overall,  
students gained a better 
understanding of 
environmental issues around 
the globe – and in their own 
backyard.
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