
RESILIENCY 

Champion Child 
Emily Carr PS student 
Teaghan Gearey was recently 
named the 2020 Children’s 
Miracle Network Champion 
Child by the Children’s Health 
Foundation. She was 
diagnosed in 2015 with a rare 
liver disorder that doctors 
believed would shorten her 
life. Today, the 12-year-old’s 
liver is healthy, thanks to life-
saving treatment she receives 
at Children’s Hospital at 
London Health Sciences 
Centre. ”Teaghan misses 
every other Monday for 
treatment at the hospital and 
bounces back without 
complaining or a negative 
attitude,“ said Principal Kelly  
McCormick. “Teaghan's 
resiliency is evident in 
everything she does. She is 
the first to volunteer to help 
anyone around the school. 
She participates actively in all 
classes, including phys ed 
and intramurals. Most 
importantly, she has a very 
positive mindset about her 
health and future.“
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Strategic Priorities in Action  

Thames Valley recently launched  
Children’s Friendship Training as part of the   
provincial After School Skills Development 
Programs for students with Autism initiative.  

The program was developed to provide 
group-based programming for students 
with Autism that focuses on social skills, 
communication, self-regulation and life skills 
in order to increase their success in the 
school setting.   

At Thames Valley, the Children’s 
Friendship Training is a 10-week, 

evidence-based social skills group for 
children aged 8-12, with a concurrent 
parent programming led by a multi-
disciplinary team of trained facilitators, 
explained Andrea Leatham, System Principal 
for Special Education.   

Several parents and students attended 
recent sessions offered at University Heights 
PS in London and Algonquin PS in 
Woodstock. Future sessions will be offered 
at a variety of locations throughout the 
district.

SPECIAL EDUCATION 

Friendship Training builds social skills

SCHOOL CULTURE 
Ekcoe Central PS student 
donates birthday cash to 
school breakfast program

1
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
Toonie Tuesday marks 10 
years of student and staff   
support for Caring Fund 

3
EQUITY AND INCLUSION 
Thames Valley schools  
celebrate Black History 

Month

2

Learning opportunities and initiatives demonstrating commitment to 
 Thames Valley’s Strategic Priorities and Operational Goals

Parent programming led by trained facilitators. 



STRATEGIC PRIORITIES IN ACTION FEBRUARY 7, 2020

LITERACY 
STUDENT LETTERS HELP SOLDIERS 
ABROAD FEEL CLOSER TO HOME  
Junior students at Mountsfield PS in 
London recently sent handmade cards and 
letters to Canadian soldiers stationed in 
the Baltic country of Latvia. The students 
wrote jokes, riddles, and funny stories 
about events in their lives to help the 
soldiers feel closer to home and connected 
to regular life. Small paper hearts were 
included as a reminder that someone 
cared about the soldiers wherever they 
were stationed. About 450 Canadian 
Forces soldiers are currently in Latvia.

NUMERACY 

Many students and 
parents attended a 
recent information night 
about Thames Valley’s 
Wilderness-Based 
Interdisciplinary 
Leadership 
Development (WILD) 
program. The unique 
course, open to Grade 
10, 11, and 12 students, 
centres on planning and implementing a 
seven-day canoe trip in Quetico Provincial 
Park in northwestern Ontario.  

This learning opportunity allows students 
to develop an intimate connection and 
exploration of a wilderness location that is 
still within their province, yet far beyond 
their local realm of comforts and 

environmental 
understanding. Secondary 
students from across 
TVDSB are invited to 
apply to participate in a 
blend of in-class and 
online learning beyond 
their regular school 
schedule.  
During the summer, 

students will apply the 
course theories of leadership and planning 
in an authentic and experiential manner in 
the field.  This course is designed to meet 
the Ministry of Education’s objective of 
“creating more relevant, applied and 
innovative learning experiences that spark 
students’ curiosity and inspire them to follow 
their passions.”

ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION 

WILD program inspires student passion for learning

Teachers at Wilberforce PS in 
Lucan are co-creating 
learning goals and success 
criteria with their students. 
Above, a group of Grade 2 
students work collaboratively 
to make their learning visible 
using manipulatives and 
creating number lines to 
display their work.

Grade 1 students at Locke’s 
PS in St. Thomas engaged in 
a Catapult Challenge, 
creating catapults using 
collaboration, trial and error 
and connections with 
mathematics and science.
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