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Strategic Priorities in Action  

CULTURE FOR LEARNING 
School administrators 

offered webinar on 
cyberbullying 

1
COMPASSION FOR OTHERS 
10 years of donations to 
TVEF Caring Fund total 
donations of $217,171

3
FOCUS ON LITERACY 
Canadian authors 

celebrated on 
I Read Canadian Day

2

Learning opportunities and initiatives demonstrating commitment to 
 Thames Valley’s Strategic Priorities and Operational Goals

INCLUSIVE EDUCATION 

Thames Valley celebrates Black History 

SAFE SCHOOLS 
Students ‘Lift Each  

Other Up’ on Pink Shirt 
Day February 26

4

Black History Month was 
recognized during February across 
Thames Valley. Among many 
scheduled activities, members of Sir 
Wilfrid Laurier SS’s Black Student 
Association shared their efforts to 
educate themselves and others about 
local black history and recognize the 
contributions of black achievements 
with system staff at the  Education 
Centre (right).    

Culture for Learning leaders also 
formed a special committee of black 
student leaders, parents, staff and 
community members to identify 
common needs and recommend 
steps to affirm the identity and lived 
experiences of black students and 
families in Thames Valley. 

Other activities included: 
Sir GE Cartier PS: Students 
celebrated  Black History Month 
through the eyes of various 
individuals from the black community. 
One class learned about influential 
black leaders by selecting individuals 
who had an impact on the lives of 
minority groups.   
Sir Wilfrid Laurier SS: Black Student 
Association organized a panel 
discussion at a school assembly. The 
Association meets regularly and 
connects with past black Laurier 

Alumni to find inspiration and 
connection with  
role models in the community.  
HB Beal SS: A Black History assembly 
was organized, in addition to various 
curriculum activities such as teachers 
taking time at the beginning of class 
to discuss events and people linked 
to Black History Month. 
Wortley Road PS: Students 
organized their own assembly to 
highlight Black History Month. 
Saunders SS: As well as a Black 
History assembly, teachers made 
connections with local history using a 
variety of resources, such as: The 

Refugee: or The Narratives of Fugitive 
Slaves in Canada (1856) and Black 
Enslavement in Canada (2019).  
Lord Dorchester SS: A student 
champion shared stories and quotes 
on daily morning announcements and 
students added visual items to a 
centrally located display. 
East Carling PS: Students learned 
about local black individuals and their 
impact on London history. Grade 7 
students also considered which black 
individuals should be represented on 
Canadian bank notes, similar to US 
currency that features the iconic Rosa 
Parks. 
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NUMERACY 
ONLINE PROGRAM MAKES MATH FUN    
Grade 2 students at Stoneybrook PS in 
London are excited to use DreamBox as 
an additional compliment to their math 
program. DreamBox is an adaptive 
online learning program that presents 
lessons as animated adventures, games, 
and challenges to capture an individual 
student's understanding of math 
concepts before moving on to new 
lessons. Students are able to play this 
interactive program at school and at 
home home to solidify skills and build 
their automaticity with facts. 

NUMERACY 

A Grade 4 student at St. 
George’s PS in London 
solves a math problem – 
building an understanding 
of numbers and operations 
by thinking about the 
problem to be solved, and 
showing the steps she used 
to solve it.

Fun Friday has become a 
successful approach to 
engaging intermediate  
students in math at Lord 
Nelson PS in London. Small 
groups of students rotate 
throughout the school and 
work together to solve 
numeracy problems. A unique project for 

Grade 12 students uses 
colourful barn quilts as the 
basis of a classroom 
exercise that allows  
students to express their 
creativity through meaning, 
colour, and mathematics. 
The initiative began when 
Math teacher Katie Minello-
Burns noticed barn quilts on 
her daily commute to Glencoe District HS in 
Middlesex County.  

Katie wondered if her students could use 
their understanding of linear relations, 
specifically parallel and perpendicular lines, 
to create their own quilt designs. Katie 
shared her thoughts with English teacher 

Loni Grover and together they 
launched the English/Math 
Barn Quilt Cross-Curricular 
Project. Though Katie now 
teaches at Sir Fredrick Banting 
SS in London, the barn quilt 
project continues to be an 
example collaboration 
between staff and students 
from Glencoe and Banting.  
London students travelled to 

the Middlesex County secondary school, 
where they shared learning and creative 
experiences – working together to perform 
Math calculations while describing their barn 
quilt designs in narrative form. A special 
website was created to display the students’ 
work: Click here

NUMERACY AND LITERACY 

Teachers create unique project that brings together 
Math and English – and urban and rural schools 

https://sites.google.com/gotvdsb.ca/barnquiltproject2019/home?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/gotvdsb.ca/barnquiltproject2019/home?authuser=0
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