
TVDSB’S GOT TALENT 
CBC Music Class 

Challenge features 
Thames Valley students

INTERNATIONAL INTEREST 
20 school Principals from 

China visited Thames 
Valley schools 

COMMUNICATION 

Student praised  
for community 
service 
Sir Frederick Banting 
Secondary School 
student Nourhan Ali was 
recently awarded the J. 
Allyn Taylor Community 
Service Award presented 
to a Grade 10 or 11 
student in London or 
Middlesex County who 
exhibits outstanding 
leadership in their 
community. Passionate 
about the environment 
and the future of the 
planet, Nourhan single-
handedly secured a 
recycling program for her 
entire community. 
Nourhan also assists as a 
Junior Leader with after 
school programs, 
modelling excellent 
communication skills, 
team building, active 
listening, initiative, 
responsibility, humour 
and positivity. Nourhan 
received a certificate 
accompanied by a $2,000 
award.
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Strategic Priorities in Action  

More than 240 secondary students 
and 25 staff advisors from across 
Thames Valley attended the 
NextGen Student Leadership 
Conference organized by Student 
Trustees Sarah Chun, Erica Butler 
and Chiara Kennedy. Keynote 
speaker Spencer West shared his 
personal journey to overcome 
challenges and make a difference 
in the world. Spencer encouraged 
students to find their voice, think about what 
they love to do, connect with others who have a 
similar passion and turn this into leadership 
action. Breakout sessions ranged from 

Mindfulness and Wellness to 
Relationships From an Indigenous 
Lens, and Inclusive 
Leadership. Western University's HEAL 
(Human Environments Analysis Lab) 
provided important information about 
the effects of vaping. 
This event embodied the Board’s 
commitment to stimulate critical and 
creative thinking, encourage informed 
risk taking and innovation, and set high 

standards and clear expectations. It also 
encouraged  students to advocate for 
themselves, while promoting student leadership 
and student voice.

STUDENT VOICE 

NextGen student leadership conference 

Learning opportunities and initiatives demonstrating commitment to 
 Thames Valley’s Strategic Priorities and Operational Goals
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FAMILY ENGAGEMENT 

Board hosts five regional 
Math Information Nights 
for families at locations 

across the district
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https://youtu.be/yiC8zXWDbm4
https://youtu.be/yiC8zXWDbm4
https://youtu.be/yiC8zXWDbm4
https://youtu.be/yiC8zXWDbm4
https://youtu.be/yiC8zXWDbm4
https://youtu.be/yiC8zXWDbm4


NUMERACY 

Lessons for 
school leaders
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LITERACY  

‘LEARN’ HELPS NEW CANADIANS   
Eagle Heights PS in London has the largest 
number of newcomer families and students in 
Thames Valley with 28 different languages 
spoken at the school. The Board’s LEARN 
initiative is an intensive program for junior and 
intermediate students, aged 9-13, who have 
recently arrived in Canada with limited prior 
schooling. LEARN is intended to help students 
make significant gains in the development of 
second language proficiency, as well as 
literacy, numeracy, academic skills and 
knowledge, in order that they may experience 
grade-level academic success more quickly.

More than 70 elementary 
administrators and 
Superintendents 
participated in Math Sunrise 
Sessions in London and 
Oxford County as part of 
their commitment to life-
long professional learning.  
The sessions, organized by 
the Board’s Math team, 
focused on providing 
mathematics curriculum 
leadership that is aligned 
with current Ministry 
directions. The first session, 
Guides to Effective 
Instruction in Mathematics, 
focused on the implications 
for administrators as they 
observe classes and support 
teachers. Another session, 
Math for Leading School 
Improvement, highlighted  
the progressive use of 
models throughout the 
school and connections in 
and amongst the math 
strands.  

LITERACY 

Phonological awareness 
McGregor PS in Aylmer recently 
invited a Board speech-language 
pathologist  to help promote 
phonological awareness (PA). Each 
week during morning 
announcements, students 
received phonological awareness 
questions in the "PA on the P.A. 
Puzzle Challenge”. Classes  
received a jigsaw puzzle piece for 
each correct answer until all 10 
puzzle pieces were collected. 
Students were eager to participate 
in solving the challenge and 
discover the surprise jigsaw 
picture.  

EQUITY AND INCLUSION 

Wheable opens spaces 
for quiet reflection 
The G.A. Wheable Education 
Centre has created two special  
spaces for prayer, meditation or 
quiet reflection. The areas offer 
comfortable spaces for religious 
or creed observances, and affirm 
Thames Valley’s commitment to 
providing safe and inclusive 
learning environments.

WELLNESS 
12 Days of Kindness 
At Lord Nelson PS in London, 12 Days of Kindness is a 
Kindergarten to Grade 8 initiative in which students 
take part in a variety of writing, and oral tasks to 
celebrate each other’s qualities and personalities. 
Through random acts of kindness, giving back, and 
encouraging one another, students and staff are 
demonstrating positivity, respect, and excellence 
through hard work. 

Mark Fisher, Director of Education, visits with students at Eagle Heights PS.
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