
SAFE SCHOOLS 

4

The past few weeks have been 
very difficult for our community, 
and perhaps especially so for 
our students. In the midst of 
these unprecedented times, 
we can all be proud of the 
work we are doing to support 
our students, their families and 
one another.   
  
In the weeks ahead, we will 
continue to feature innovative 
and collaborative initiatives as 
well as the very important 
inspirational stories of 
kindness and compassion that 
are taking place within our 
school communities and 
departments.  As we enhance 
our aptitude to work and learn 
in new ways, our ability to 
experience compassion for 
others and for ourselves 
grows.  We can reach out, 
care, be kind and help others. 
 
Thank you for your 
commitment to doing your 
best during this time. Stay safe 
and be well. 
  
Mark Fisher 
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Strategic Priorities in Action  

CULTURE FOR LEARNING 
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TVDSB donates masks, 
gloves and other medical 

supplies to community 
organizations.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

3
FOCUS ON TECHNOLOGY 

2

Learning opportunities and initiatives demonstrating commitment to 
 Thames Valley’s Strategic Priorities and Operational Goals

Thames Valley putting students first 

Schools use Brightspace, 
Google Classroom, School 

Messenger and Social 
platforms to connect.

TVDSB receives over 
10,000 requests for 

technology devices for at 
home use.

Mental Health & Well-Being 
resources updated on all 

school websites.

Photos: Staff at Riverside PS 
(top) East Carling PS (middle) 
and Lord Dorchester SS 
(bottom) create photo 
collages for their school 
communities.
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STEAM 
STUDENT CREATED YOUTUBE CHANNEL PROVIDES STEAM 
ACTIVITIES FOR HOME 
Raiders Robotics has created a YouTube channel for students to complete 
STEAM activities at home.  The program gives opportunities for families to 
engage their children in STEAM at home. New videos of simple hands-on 
STEAM activities that can be replicated at home will be posted every 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday. It’s a great way for families to play and learn 
together while also delving deeper into science and engineering concepts!  
Follow Beal Robotics on Twitter and Instagram (@FRC5024) for updates, or 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

Chris Taylor, a math teacher at Glencoe DHS has turned his garage into a studio which 
allows him to record math lessons and post them in Google Classroom. By recycling 
some old cupboard doors and using them as whiteboards, Chris is able to record 
lessons for his grade 9 applied math class. The lessons can be watched by students on 
their own time and enables them to pause and repeat the video to best understand 
what they are learning.

Kettle Creek PS in Port 
Stanley is continuing with 
their morning  
announcements - online! 
Moving forward they hope 
that student volunteers will 
contribute to the 
announcements which are 
posted to their Facebook 
page. This is a great way to 
keep everyone connected!

To ensure the students in their Developmental 
Education class receive the support they need, 
Nicole Fordyce, a teacher at Oakridge SS met 
with Education Assistants Patricia Travens, 
Marianne van Loon, and Bryan Michaud on 
Microsoft Teams to discuss how they could 
assist their students in the new reality of online 
learning.  
  
The team came up with a number of ideas, 
such as: 
• find assignments online that target IEP goals 
• meet as a class through a virtual classroom 

to facilitate interactive lessons 
• offer activity ideas to parents 
• offer emotional/social support to students 

through journaling and video conferencing 
• recommend activities, such as cooking and 

physical fitness classes, for students to 
access through YouTube 

• provide links to concepts they were working 
on in class, such as work placement 
education, life skills, online bullying 

• use Google docs for assignments so that the 
educators can provide feedback 

• help parents/caregivers be creative with 
materials and manipulatives 

  
The team feels by providing a variety of 
options and allowing the students to select 
what best suits them will help families choose 
appropriate activities for where they are at this 
moment.  

At times like this being creative and flexible is 
important to ensure all students needs are 
met.

Planning ahead helps provide learning and 
support to students and families 

 COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

NUMERACY 

Filming lessons helps students learn on own time 

Staff at Evelyn Harris PS 
have been using their 
FaceBook page to keep 
students and families 
engaged in learning by 
sending out encouraging 
posts, scavenger hunt 
ideas, math activities and 
much more!


	Thames Valley putting students first Black History
	Filming lessons helps students learn on own time
	STEAM
	Student created YouTube channel provides STEAM activities for home

