
SAFE SCHOOLS 
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When staff at Northbrae Public School 
were asked to reach out to the 
families in the community and to 
make the move to distance learning, 
the response was instantaneous. Staff 
member’s passion for teaching, 
learning, and the community was 
evident in a show of intense caring 
and professionalism.  

Northbrae staff teach and support a 
unique student population. Their 
families are diverse and engaged and 
speak a variety of languages, 
including Nepali, Arabic, Kurdish, 
Kurmanji and Kurdish. To develop a 
strategy for the purpose of reaching 

out to every family, they utilized the 
strong working relationships among 
staff, the community, their ESL Team, 
secretarial staff, the School Social 
Worker and SWIS workers, and used 
tools such as Google Spreadsheets, 
Google Docs, and Microsoft Teams. 
They also received tremendous 
support from a parent to contact 
Nepali families. They successfully 
reached their students and families 
and it was a great first step to 
reconnect with their community.  

Northbrae staff were quick to support 
each other working through the task 
of switching over from regular 

teaching to distance learning. Staff 
shared literacy, numeracy, and online 
resources; shared information and 
tips about technology platforms; 
conducted their own seminars to 
support teacher learning; and spoke 
to each other about plans, ideas, and 
tips for teaching in a virtual world. The 
custodial staff also worked extensively 
to create a safe school environment 
through their deep cleaning 
processes. 

It was a spontaneous show of collegial 
support with the students’ success, 
safety, and well-being front and 
centre.  

APRIL 23, 2020                                                THAMES VALLEY DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD      ISSUE 12

Strategic Priorities in Action  

CULTURE FOR LEARNING 

1

Everyday Practices for 
Everyday Learning social 

media campaign is 
launched.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

3
FOCUS ON TECHNOLOGY 

2

Learning opportunities and initiatives demonstrating commitment to 
 Thames Valley’s Strategic Priorities and Operational Goals

Northbrae PS Reaches Out

Learning at a Distance: 
Navigating the Journey 

Together resource is 
created for students and 

their families.

TVDSB staff collect, clean, 
package and deploy over 

12,000 devices to our 
students.

Lexia Reading licenses have 
been acquired for all 

elementary students in the 
District.

HEALTH & WELLNESS PLAYLISTS 
Sara Sanford, a music teacher at Masonville Public School, 
challenged her students to suggest music which they use to calm, 
relax, get inspired or boost their mood. She received an outpouring 
of suggestions and compiled several playlists. Sara has incorporated 
a variety of styles and decades into each playlist to introduce her 
students to music outside their normal listening habits. The playlists, 
most of them between 20-30 minutes long, have been shared with 
the community via her google site: https://sites.google.com/
gotvdsb.ca/sanfordmusic/health-wellness-playlists?authuser=0. 
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PARKSIDE COLLEGIATE CREATES VOLUNTEER STAFF MENTORS AND VIRTUAL SPIRIT DAYS 
Parkside Collegiate Institute has created a list of in-house mentors. These staff members have experience with Google 
Classroom and Brightspace and have volunteered to support their fellow staff members on these platforms in addition to the 
Thames Valley resources already available.  

Also, the school’s leadership class has been brainstorming ways to continue their school leadership projects 
without a school building. They are holding "virtual spirit days" rather than "spirit days”.  For the virtual spirit days 
staff and students are invited to share a video or picture of themselves wearing their Parkside Collegiate clothing.  

Ms. Broughton from Byron 
Northview PS made Avery’s 
day with a mailed personal 
note!

With the onset of learn at home, some students 
receiving support from Vision Resource 
Services were left facing the steep learning 
curve of how to access materials electronically 
while outside of the school.  

Students who are blind access the 
computer with screen reading software. 
There are complex, layered steps to learn 
how to navigate new software and 
programs that use assistive technology.  

Alan Kalash, who is not only blind but was 
completely inexperienced in using assistive 
technology when he arrived in Canada as a 
Syrian refugee, began attending Montcalm 
Secondary School three years ago. He rose 
to this new challenge and demonstrated his 
ability to share his screen in a video 
conference with his Vision Resource 
Teacher, before formal learn at home had 
even begun, so that he was ready to access 
materials provided for him by his classroom 
teachers.  

This set up has proven to be an invaluable 
learning tool in supporting Alan, and other 
students like him, during this unprecedented 
time. Thames Valley worked hard to get 
technology home to students who required it, 
including most recently braille production 
equipment, so that tactile learning material can 

be provided to students for whom visual 
material is not accessible.  

This process has not been without challenges 

but the Vision team members have worked 
collaboratively to share information, resources 
and solutions for supporting student learning at 
home. Perseverance like that demonstrated by 
students like Alan, combined with the 
dedication of support teams, allow students to 
forge ahead with independence and 
experience the success of learning new skills 
which they must apply right away in a real world 
setting. 

Google Meet success 

The Grade 7 and 8’s at Forest 
Park PS toured virtual art 
galleries, chose a piece they 
connected with and provided 
their rational as to why. With 
the support of their teacher, 
Cindy Fedorowski, the classes 
chosen works and rationals 
were then developed into a 
Class Gallery: https://
padlet.com/
tv40023/2ruu75uo22hx
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