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STRATEGIC PRIORITIES IN ACTION

Learning opportunities and initiatives demonstrating commitment to  
Thames Valley’s Strategic Priorities and Operational Goals

COMMUNITY

Overwhelming Support for Caring Fund
Despite fundraising challenges caused by 
the COVID-19 pandemic, the Thames Valley 
Education Foundation’s Caring Fund has 
received more than $100,000 in donations to 
help students facing emergency needs. 

The fund provides up to $500 to help students 
and their families in need of food, winter 
clothing and mental health assistance. Since 
September, the Caring Fund has provided 
approximately $70,000 to over 200 students 
and families in Thames Valley.

“The community’s response to helping our 
students has been overwhelming,” said 
the foundation’s executive director, Jackie 
Ellefsen. “A lot of people understood some of 
our students are really struggling during the 
pandemic and stepped forward to offer help.” 

Significant donations from the London 
Community Foundation COVID-19 Response 
Fund, and London Health Sciences 
Foundation/St. Joseph’s Health Care 
Foundation brought the holiday campaign 
donations to just over $50,000, which was 
matched dollar-for-dollar by Sandy Mikalachki 
and Nicole Spriet.  

In light of the challenges posed by the 
current COVID-19 pandemic, the decision to 
participate in Toonie Tuesday may be made 
based on individual school preferences and 
conditions. If you feel your school is able to 
participate, you may wish to explore doing 
so through School Cash Online. Email any 
questions to Stephanie Winterton  
at s.winterton@tvdsb.ca

INNOVATION

Remote Outdoor Learning
As in-school learning for elementary 
students has been delayed until January 
25th, elementary educators across 
Thames Valley have been finding 
innovative ways to provide lessons  
to their students. 

Mme Horrell, a kindergarten teacher 
at Kensal Park French Immersion PS, 
conducted her grade one class outdoors. 
As part of their citizen science-inspired 
inquiry, the class has co-created an 
emerging library garden space, which is 
similar to an Outdoor Learning Commons 
with Literacy and Math Trails, gardens, 
and bird feeders. 

The class examined the bird feeder the 
school received through the TVDSB 
Outdoor Education program, as well as 
the bird feeders students made before 
the holiday break, and noted what 
feeders needed refilling, checking on the 
school’s resident sparrows and discussed 
what other creatures might have come 
for a snack.
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In response to a staff request for 
professional learning on guided 
reading, Royal Roads PS staff recently 
welcomed literacy coordinator, 
Heidi Solway, who discussed how 
the reading program can be used to 
support students from kindergarten 
to grade 8. 

Guided reading, which groups 
students in small groups to build 
their confidence in reading, has 
been identified as a great tool to 
help students. “Reviewing data 
from our classrooms, we could see 
areas of improvement for reading 
comprehension,” said vice principal 
Julie Roberto. “We wanted to help 
support our staff by building capacity 
to run an effective guided reading 
program that all students could feel 
successful in, especially when coming 
back from emergency learning.” 

Ms. Roberto and principal Julie 
Ames McLay asked Heidi to facilitate 
a professional development 
opportunity for staff. Prior to 
the session, Heidi completed an 
inventory of the school’s literacy 
tools and materials and pulled 
examples of texts that fit each grade 
level that are engaging and would 
provide choice for students. 

During the session, Heidi presented 
the importance of building students’ 
interest, engagement and confidence 
as a reader. Staff were seated in 
divisions and worked with grade 
partners to explore the texts and 
plan for an upcoming guided  
reading session. 

Royal Roads PS educators continue 
to provide students guided reading 
during remote learning and will work 
more with Heidi when we return to 
in-person learning to further build  
on the initiative.

LITERACY

Professional Development

To help and encourage students who use augmentative 
communication (AAC) devices to continue using them as 
they learn from home, Educational Assistant Danielle Rivard 
created a video to help break down barriers and provide 
information for their families. 

By providing information and examples of how to use the 
devices during learning, Danielle hopes families will feel more 
confident using the devices. “Sometimes parents feel AAC 
can be a scary thing. [With this video] I’m trying to help take 
some of the pressure off and show them ways to read with 
their child while using their AAC device,” said Danielle. “For 
some students it may be a review of their vocabulary and 
for others it may be brand-new vocabulary…In the video I 
encourage parents to spend time with their child just having 
fun and reading.”

Danielle also plans to create a book about feelings, as well 
as a video on space to aid some students with specific 
schoolwork that they have. “I want our students to know and 
feel like they are still part of their classroom community, even 
if it’s virtual,” said Danielle.

EQUITY

Supporting Our Students with Special 
Education Needs at Home

Grade 11 and 12 Beal 
Communications Technology 
students, led by teachers Elyse Booth 
and Laura Briscoe, created holiday 
greeting cards and received design 
feedback from local experts as part 
of their Graphic Design unit. Students 
participated in virtual conferences 
with community experts from the 
Digital Arts Centre of London and 
were provided ongoing feedback, 
allowing the students to engage 
in an authentic relationship with 
community partners and  
industry experts. 

More than 1800 cards were printed 
by TVDSB’s Graphic Services and 
delivered to 17 elementary schools, 
where students practiced their 
literacy skills by writing letters 
to local senior citizen homes 
throughout London. 

“This was an ideal project as it 
provided opportunities for students 
to work through the entire creative 
process alongside an industry 
expert,” said Elyse. “By receiving 
multiple levels of feedback, students 
were required to make ongoing 
revisions, which strongly reflects the 
work of a Graphic Designer.”

RELATIONSHIPS

Students Help Spread 
Holiday Cheer

TVDSB students shared more than 42 films in the 2020 
Forest City Youth Film Festival for South Western Ontario. 
Students empowered their voices through the inclusive 
form of filmmaking, shared their stories, improved 
literacy and communication skills while connecting 
with industry experts in the trades and post-secondary 
institutions supporting the film industry.  

Twenty-four Thames Valley student groups had films 
that placed in the finals this October. Several hundred 
students were involved in filmmaking, production, 
volunteering, and hosting seminars alongside industry 
experts in the virtual and live events.  

TVDSB educators and students continue to work in 
collaboration with the Youth Film Festival to create future 
opportunities for students.

Watch the Award show here
Watch the 2020 Student Films here

Forest City Youth Film Festival

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V1HednHoKH0&feature=youtu.be
https://fcff.ca/youth-films-2020/

