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STRATEGIC PRIORITIES IN ACTION

Learning opportunities and initiatives demonstrating commitment to  
Thames Valley’s Strategic Priorities and Operational Goals

Numeracy at A. B. 
Lucas Secondary School 
focuses on the student 

Providing multiple and varied 
opportunities for students to 
demonstrate their learning in grade 9 
math at A. B. Lucas SS is a priority 
for teachers. 

Working collaboratively, the grade 9 
math team developed learning goals 
with an emphasis on using student-
friendly language. Assessments are 
designed with multiple entry points and 
in many cases, allow for student choice.  

Teachers offer targeted and descriptive 
feedback on student learning, focused on 
the areas of strength and the next steps 
required to demonstrate their  
improved understanding. 

In an effort to collect multiple sources 
of data, educators also undertake 
conversations with students and ask 
them to reflect on their work, which 
allows students to authentically discover 
mistakes and correct them. 

This focus on timely and individualized 
feedback means many evaluations are 
gradeless and do not have an  
overall score. 

Using this approach, students are 
offered individualized and targeted 
opportunities within assessments, 
with the ultimate goal being the 
demonstration of a “leveled  
up” improvement.   
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CBC: First graders 
find a neat way to 

give back to  
their community

CBC:  These students 
were asked to  

make a video about  
racial justice

Student Leadership 
Conference open 
to all secondary 

students

This year, Aldborough PS established a 
wellness goal of “identifying and managing 
emotions and applying strategies to cope 
with stressors and challenges.” To reflect this 
goal, the school enrolled in The Umbrella 
Project (https://umbrellaproject.co/). Each 
month, school staff work on introducing a 
new character trait in the school.  

In February, the school focused on gratitude 
and chose to thank their local businesses and 
services for being open during the COVID-19 
pandemic. The grade K-5 classes recognized 
community businesses and services that 
donated to funding the new school sign. 

The grade 6-8 classes chose from a list of 
local business and services that had special 
meaning to them.

Embedding teachable moments around 
gratitude in their lessons gives Aldborough 
students an opportunity to gain a deeper 
understanding of the value and importance 
of these businesses. The students reflected 
on how the businesses in their community 
have struggled during the pandemic and 
wanted to show their gratitude that their 
community stayed open, when permitted, 
and worked through the challenges of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  

Aldborough PS focuses on wellness and gratitude
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Parkside Secondary School’s 
department head of French 
Immersion, M. Dlouhy, virtually 
visited intermediate students and 
their teachers at Pierre Elliott 
Trudeau PS for a ‘Bienvenue à l’école 
secondaire’ session.  

Activities included a question-
and-answer session, some friendly 
competition among classes, 
interactive team building activities, 
and a virtual escape room. In these 
times, when it is difficult to help 
grade 8 students with the transition 
to high school, M. Dlouhy was able to 
think outside of the box to help build 
a bridge for incoming students. 

Grade 8 students receive 
virtual introduction to life  
at Parkside SS 

As part of a collaborative project 
with the Greenhouse Academy, 
Thames Valley students have been 
working hard on colourful picnic 
tables that will be displayed at the 
experiential learning centre.

Five TVDSB schools have been 
designing picnic tables to be 
displayed at Greenhouse Academy: 
Saunders SS, Westminster SS, 
H.B. Beal SS, B.Davison SS and 
Mountsfield PS. The tables focus on 
the themes of inclusivity, community, 
collaboration, accessibility, 
acceptance and student voice.

One Saunders SS students who 
worked on a table design said, 
“Working on the table has really 
created a sense of community in  
our class.”

Students design picnic tables 
that will be featured at 
Greenhouse Academy 

DIVERSITY
Schools across Thames Valley went blue last week to recognize World 
Autism Awareness Day, a day to help raise awareness of Autism 
Spectrum Disorder. Here, students from Elgin Court PS in St. Thomas 
show their support.

NUMERACY
Grade 9 students in Ms. Stephenson’s science class at Huron Park SS 
have been investigating how to grow food on Mars. While some of 
their nutrient treatments in Mars’ soil were promising, students found 
that the hydroponics growing tower the best environment to grow 
food. Ms. Stephenson says, “Next, students will modify their food 
webs to reflect biodiversity & interspecies relationships.”

RELATIONSHIPS
Kindergarten students at Sir Arthur Currie PS found a safe and creative 
way to share their learning with parents and guardians. Families were 
invited to an outdoor open house where students had set up displays 
that showcased their animal habitat projects.

@DirFisherTVDSB
Our strategic priorities were developed after extensive consultation with the entire 
#TVDSB community. Together, we developed a plan that champions equity, improves 
student achievement and builds relationships. Here are some examples of our plan  
in action across Thames Valley.

Hickson PS Numeracy Learning 
Coordinator, Tracy Grace, brought 
a recent numeracy concept to life 
in an engaging lesson. First, Tracy 
shared a dance step lesson with Ms. 
Ilgauds’ K2/Gr 1 class. She then had 
the students write a code for play on 
the climbers. 

Students first drew the codes 
and then had a partner follow the 
instructions. The students had a 
great time and were able to bring an 
abstract concept into real life with 
this engaging lesson. 

Numeracy at Hickson PS 
comes in the form of  
a dance lesson

Outdoor learning and collaboration keeps  
East Elgin SS students on course to graduate

East Elgin Secondary School has taken learning outside 
the classroom. According to Principal Darlene Robertson, 
many teachers at EESS that have embraced and 
demonstrated the concept of doing things differently. 

When Dave Arnett, teacher at East Elgin SS, heard that 
the requirements for earning community involvement 
hours for 2020-2021 had expanded to include earning 
hours during the day while at school, he immediately 
actioned this advantage for his grade 9 geography students 
and launched a community clean-up initiative. Students 
from both cohorts have responded positively to engaging 
in their learning outdoors, making positive community 
connections, and modelling excellent civic citizenship. 

East Elgin’s Environmental Leadership Program (ELP) 
completely revamped their support of the Carolinian 
Forest Festival and Marshquest to provide a virtual 
experience. ELP Teacher, Duncan Sinclair, highlights that 
the program is a great community partnership between 
EESS, Catfish Creek Conservation Authority, Kettle Creek 
Conservation Authority and Jaffa Environmental  
Education Centre. 

In addition, EESS’s grade 9 technology classes, in 
coordination with the Elgin Stewardship Council, designed 
and constructed Wood Duck boxes. 
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