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STRATEGIC PRIORITIES IN ACTION

Learning opportunities and initiatives demonstrating commitment to  
Thames Valley’s Strategic Priorities and Operational Goals

Student Trustee Rahman 
represents student voice 
at provincial conference 

TVDSB Student Trustee Tasnia Rahman 
was selected as one of nine students from 
across Ontario to participate as a member 
of a Student Panel at the annual Ontario 
Public Supervisory Officers’ Association 
Conference (OPSOA).   

At the conference, Student Trustee 
Rahman shared her experiences and 
views on barriers and pathways to 
student achievement. Her thoughtful 
and articulate perspective was praised by 
Superintendents and Directors from school 
districts across Ontario. 

“The OPSOA student panel was an 
invigorating experience, full of moving 
insights, raw dialogue and riveting 
suggestions around equity in Ontario’s 
educational landscape,” said Student 
Trustee Rahman. 

“It was truly humbling to take part in a 
conversation that engaged student leaders 
and board administration from all across 
the province and subsequently learn 
from their experiences. The discussions 
in reference to practices which actively 
and passively suppress student voice, the 
experiences of marginalized communities 
in schools, as well as ways to reflect all 
students’ perspectives in the curriculum 
were particularly poignant and powerful.” 
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Ramadan is a month where Muslims from 
around the world gather together for a fast. 
Muslim students and staff from TVDSB and 
around the globe refrain from food and 
drink, and aim for self-improvement and 
spiritual refinement during this holy month. 

Educators Asmaa Bagajati and Mona 
Abusharkh collaborated with students 
from Oakridge, Westminster, Saunders and 
Thames Valley Alternative Secondary School 
to create a video where students can share 
how important this month is to them and 
what they would like their schools to know. 

 With equity and inclusion in mind, the 
video aims to spread knowledge and 

awareness about Ramadan so that educators 
can be equipped with strategies that 
they can use to support their students. 
For example, a student suggested that 
time extensions during that month would 
be helpful due to their disrupted sleep 
schedule. It also aims to amplify student 
voice and to ensure they take ownership of 
their own learning and identity.  

With understanding each student 
individually and having compassion, we can 
all work together to ensure the best learning 
experience for every student and to meet 
their diverse needs. 

Watch the video here.

Students teach their peers about Ramadan 

https://www.tvdsb.ca/Modules/News/index.aspx?newsId=d608882f-7168-4b91-89cc-72bafcec0eeb
https://www.tvdsb.ca/Modules/News/index.aspx?newsId=d608882f-7168-4b91-89cc-72bafcec0eeb
https://www.tvdsb.ca/Modules/News/index.aspx?newsId=d608882f-7168-4b91-89cc-72bafcec0eeb
https://www.tvdsb.ca/Modules/News/index.aspx?newsId=3b2216c9-db35-4faf-8da6-9b8acf1482fd
https://www.tvdsb.ca/Modules/News/index.aspx?newsId=3b2216c9-db35-4faf-8da6-9b8acf1482fd
https://www.tvdsb.ca/Modules/News/index.aspx?newsId=3b2216c9-db35-4faf-8da6-9b8acf1482fd
https://twitter.com/bagajatims/status/1379603152362745860?s=21
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Students at Oxbow Public School 
have planted seeds in their “Secret 
Garden” that will soon grow into 
fresh vegetables. They plan to 
donate what they grow to the local  
food bank. 
This multi-pronged initiative 

is led by Aretta Blue, Teacher-
Librarian, Principal Rose Walton, 
and the school’s Home and School 
Association, who helped provide 
funding for the project. 
The initiative was launched last 

year with a group of students 
interested in social justice and 
understanding the needs of the 
school community.  
All of the seeds are already 

showing growth and are in the 
process of being transplanted to 
larger pots. Oxbow Home and 
School members, along with Rose, 
will care for the school gardens and 
harvest the vegetables over the 
summer. 
All food items, which includes 

tomatoes, peas, beans, squash, and 
salad bowls will be donated to the 
Ailsa Craig Food Bank. 

Students at Oxbow PS grow 
vegetables for local  
food bank

 Since the Ministry mandated 
move to on-line learning last 
March, Thames Valley has 
committed to providing all families 
with the necessary devices and 
connectivity to ensure all students 
can continue to access learning  
at home.  
Charlotte, a Kindergarten student 

at River Heights PS is just one 
example. Her mother, who cares 
for and trains horses outside of 
her home, must bring Charlotte 
with her to work. Thanks to her 
enthusiasm towards learning and 
her TVDSB internet-enabled device, 
Charlotte can connect with her 
teacher and her class anywhere. 

Internet-enabled devices 
break down barriers  
to learning 

DIVERSITY
Over 100 Thames Valley staff recently participated in an after-hours, online 
discussion panel to learn more about how to support black students. Five 
panelists shared their personal experiences, addressed issues of race and 
racism and discussed some strategies for best supporting Black students  
in Thames Valley. 

NUMERACY
Students in Ms. DiSalvo’s grade 4/5 class at Westfield PS took advantage 
of the vertical learning surfaces in their classroom to practice their coding. 
They made loops in codes for different mazes and worked together to 
create code, make the maze route and then compare it to the original.

RELATIONSHIPS
Students in HB Beal SS’s Information and Communications Technology 
class experienced a collaborative and innovative lesson in design software 
when Fanshawe College’s Professor Matt Brickman joined the class. The 
Information and Communications Technology class is one of the many 
Specialist High Skills Major courses offered at H.B. Beal.

@DirFisherTVDSB
At this week’s Board meeting, I was pleased to present more examples of our strategic 
priorities in action across #TVDSB, thank our Special Education staff and congratulate 
our Student Trustees and Indigenous Student Trustee on recent accomplishments.
View the full presentation.

Student Trustees elected for the  
2021-2022 school year
Secondary school students Harini Satheeskumar and 

Hanzala Subhani have been elected Student Trustees, 
while Niigonii White-Eye was elected as the Board’s 
Indigenous Student Trustee.   
“I am greatly appreciative to represent Indigenous 

students across TVDSB,” says Niigonii, a student 
at Saunders Secondary School. Niigonii is the fifth 
Indigenous Student Trustee since Thames Valley 
introduced the role in 2017-18.   
“I believe all self-identifying FNMI (First Nations, 

Metis and Inuit) students should have their voices 
and input heard in the board room. My name Niigonii 
means ‘leader’ in Ojibway. I am very proud of my 
name and choose to live up to its meaning. This is 
one of my reasons I ran for the position of Indigenous 
Student Trustee. I also wanted to make my family and 
community proud and create more opportunities for 
Indigenous students.”  
Harini, who attends London Central Secondary School, 

believes “the role is essential to ensuring student 
voice is heard at the Board table. I see it as one of the 
most effective ways to create positive change in our 
education system and I plan to address issues such as 
mental health, discrimination and diversity.”  
Hanzala, a student at Westminster Secondary School, 

is excited to work with his fellow student trustees.  “I 
want everyone to ask themselves how much they’re 
truly heard? We need each and every student to be a 
leader and take initiatives for what they believe in.”  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eRblWIyrEMc

