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STRATEGIC PRIORITIES IN ACTION

Learning opportunities and initiatives demonstrating commitment to  
Thames Valley’s Strategic Priorities and Operational Goals

Morning Announcements Lead to Community Engagement 
As a way to build a sense of community in 
our Full Day Kindergarten (FDK) Full Remote 
Learning (FRL) program, Julia Perrault, VP, 
FRL Kindergarten and Laura Briscoe, Learning 
Coordinator, have been leading groups of 
students in weekly morning announcements. 

The live announcements are sent out to the 
entire FDK FRL program and include group 
activities, story book time, joke of the day 
and photos of student creations. Jonas, a FRL 
student in class K142 was so inspired by  

the other student inventions that he created 
his own candy dispensing machine. 

“We are so excited to see the connections 
and building of community that these 
announcements can bring to our program,” 
says Julia. They have shared their ideas 
of building community through morning 
announcements with the other FRL 
programs who are planning on starting their 
own announcements starting in February. 

Students Access Lunch  
Bags to Go at LUSO 
Happy children, young and old, were 
grateful recipients of bagged lunches 
prepared and delivered by LUSO, a 
multicultural neighbourhood resource 
centre in London. The LUSO portable will 
be handing out lunch bags to families 
throughout the duration of lock down, 
timed perfectly to be offered during 
the balanced day lunch breaks in online 
learning. 

In the last period of remote learning, 
each day over 80 families accessed the 
Breakfast in a Bag program through the 
permanent portable service located 
on Lord Elgin P.S. property. Families 
continually express their gratitude for this 
service, which includes monthly boxed 
donations to families in need and food for 
children, so they are well and ready for a 
day of virtual learning. 
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Students enrolled in the Fitness 
and Recreation Leadership class at 
Oakridge Secondary School have 
been hosting events in support of 
The Caring Fund for the past few 
years. The Caring Fund supports 
students in emergency financial 
need. 

Physical Education teacher, Derek 
Naisbitt, challenged his students to 
come up with creative and safe ways 
to raise money for the fund. To date, 
the students have run Pay to Park 
Days, as well as other small events. 
Currently, the students are holding 
a virtual basket raffle with four 
different baskets. Ticket sales are 
ongoing through School Cash Online 
and the students have already raised 
over $1000. 

The draw will happen the first week 
of February, after which the Thames 
Valley Education Foundation can 
expect a great donation to The 
Caring Fund! 

Students Raise Money for 
the Caring Fund

In recognition of February as Black History Month in Canada, 
schools throughout Thames Valley will participate in student 
and staff events to honour the legacy of Black Canadians past 
and present. 

A number of system supports, programs and resources 
have been prepared by the Equity portfolio that schools are 
encouraged to access. These include:

• Information related to cultural safety
• Professional learning opportunities and resources
• Information related to virtual guest speakers
• Elementary and secondary curriculum connections
• Collection of discussion prompts of noteworthy Black 

Canadians
• Links to external resources

All information, including virtual presentation and 
professional learning registration details can be found in the 
Google Slides presentation at www.tvdsb.ca/BHM

Thames Valley Prepares for Black History Month

#TVcreateFest is a place for students 
and educators to share innovative 
approaches to their learning. All 
subjects and all grades are invited 
to continue to share student work 
that celebrates literacy, numeracy, 
community building, and/or equity 
and inclusion. Sharing will continue 
throughout 2021!  For details on 
how to participate visit http://bit.ly/
tvinnovates.  

Over 75 Schools Have 
Contributed to #TVcreateFest

NUMERACY
Wilberforce P.S. students in Mrs. Hirlehey’s kindergarten classroom 
amazed their teacher and EA with their critical thinking skills and 
ability to clearly articulate their thinking during a “Which One Doesn’t 
Belong?” math problem.

Louise Arbour F.I.P.S. Teacher Taylor 
Shanahan is using the pandemic 
as an opportunity to discuss the 
impact of misinformation and 
disinformation. The ability to 
decern what is factual and what is 
false is an important skill for media 
literacy. During class discussions 
on vaccines and their effect on the 
immune system, students mentioned 
they had trouble knowing what 
was scientifically accurate and 
what was not. Steven Kerfoot, an 
associate professor and scientist 
investigating the immune system and 
inflammatory disease at Western 
University, spoke to the class about 
the immune system and how 
vaccines work.  

During Steven’s talk, he worked to 
dispel misinformation, discussed the 
history of vaccines, and explained 
why the pace of the COVID-19 
vaccine development was so quick. 
At the end of his talk, students had 
the opportunity to ask questions. 

Students Learn About Media 
Literacy and Immune System

John P Roberts PS Kindergarten 
teacher Jennifer Rastin has been 
inviting students to virtual play dates. 
“It is so interesting to watch how the 
kids interact with one another,” says 
Jennifer. “Some of our groups are 
very much teacher lead, where the 
kids are very much in their own little 
worlds and are responding to our 
comments and questions. However, 
some groups are more in tune with 
each other. They naturally are making 
comments to each other as they 
play, just as if they were in person 
together. It is so nice to watch.”

Virtual Play Time Helps 
Students Connect

LITERACY
Students in Ms. Price’s class at Dunwich-Dutton P.S. were challenged 
to think of the items they would bring with them if they had 10 
minutes to leave their house and explain their reasoning. This lesson 
connected back to the class read aloud book, Refugee, by Alan Gratz. 
Ms. Price has noted that she is glad that she chose this book for 
remote distance learning. “The kids are so engaged and loving it,” She 
says. “Even the parents are enjoying it!” 

EQUITY AND DIVERSITY
Ms. Cham’s grade 8 students at Ashley Oaks PS in London marked 
Martin Luther King day with some artwork around the theme of “I 
Have A Dream.”  The students artwork illustrates the importance of 
equity and inclusion. Ms. Chams says, “the youth will lead us to light.”

@DirFisherTVDSB
At the Jan. 26th Board Meeting, I shared highlights of our strategic priorities in action 
during remote learning across the District. I am proud of the unique and engaging 
ways our #TVDSB staff are ensuring our students continue to work toward their goals.
CLICK HERE to view the full presentation.
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