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STRATEGIC PRIORITIES IN ACTION

Learning opportunities and initiatives demonstrating commitment to  
Thames Valley’s Strategic Priorities and Operational Goals

MyName supports 
students’ chosen names  
Thames Valley’s Equity team and 

Information Technology Services have 
launched the MyName initiative that will 
allow students the option to use their 
chosen names on TVDSB’s online platforms 
such as Google and Brightspace.  

A chosen name is a name, often a first 
name, that is different from a person’s 
legal name. There are many reasons why 
someone may prefer a chosen name such 
as affirming gender identity, a nickname, 
or to distinguish oneself from someone 
with a similar name. 

For educators, using appropriate names 
and pronouns is an important way of 
establishing norms of respect with 
students – which also helps signal our 
commitment to be inclusive as  
a school board. 

The MyName accommodation allows 
students to change their display name 
on Google Classroom, Google Meet and 
Brightspace. The Guideline for Supporting 
Trans and gender diverse students allows 
students of all ages to request a MyName 
change without parental permission, to 
respect a student’s right to privacy.  An 
Information Technology professional 
will review each request with the school 
administrator before processing it. 

Chosen name change forms can be 
accessed through google drive.  

Students will need to download the form, 
fill in the required information and email it 
to MyName@tvdsb.ca. 
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CBC: TVDSB student 
finds comfort in  

latest move to use  
chosen name

Every Student Belongs 
survey open to 

families of  
K-6 students

A new park planned in downtown St. 
Thomas received a boost of creativity thanks 
to a collaborative initiative between Thames 
Valley elementary and secondary schools 
and local municipal and design experts.  

The Westlake-Evans Civic Park will be built 
beside the St. Thomas Public Library on 
Curtis Street and completed in 2021 thanks 
to a donation from the estate of a long-time 
St. Thomas resident. 

On May 14, TVinnovates facilitated an 
online meeting between students from 
11 different classes and community 
stakeholders to discuss the design process 
for a new park. St. Thomas Mayor Joe 
Preston, Councillor Steve Wookey and 
representatives from the St. Thomas Public 
Library and EXAR Studios, a local media 
company specializing in augmented reality, 

were responsive to student ideas and excited 
to work collaboratively to shape the outdoor 
space into something that students would  
be proud of. 

Across Thames Valley, educators are 
creating connections to community projects 
that include diverse subject areas to help 
bring learning beyond the classroom.  

“Our hope is for students to be engaged 
and feel inspired to make in-class learning 
relevant, personalized, and meaningful to 
see how they can make an impact in their 
community and know that their voices are 
valued,” said Innovation Coordinator  
Laura Briscoe.   

Updates and more information will continue 
to be added to the TVinnovates webpage as 
the Westlake-Evans Civic Park  
project develops.  

Students and community collaborate on new St. Thomas park  
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Staff and students at Central Elgin 
Collegiate Institute are excited to 
present Thames Valley’s first-ever 
virtual musical production.  

Musical Director Tim Gordon did 
not want to lose the opportunity 
to present the school’s year-end 
theatrical production, but due to 
COVID-19 restrictions he knew staff 
and students would have to look 
beyond the traditional method of 
staging a musical play.  

The resulting presentation of The 
Drowsy Chaperone was pieced 
together with no interaction 
between students. Working with a 
green screen, 18 talented student 
actors and over a dozen student 
musicians, managed to bring the 
Canadian musical comedy to life. 

The show is recommended for 
students from Grade 6 and up and 
runs until June 4. Tickets (streaming 
code) can be purchased by visiting 
CECI’s website.   

Virtual production of CECI’s 
The Drowsy Chaperone  

April 21 is recognized across 
Canada as National Canadian Film 
Day – an annual celebration of the 
history of Canadian cinema and 
the achievements of the nation’s 
filmmakers and actors.

The special day was celebrated by 
53 TVDSB classes, comprised of over 
1,100 elementary school students, 
who joined other Canadian students 
to participate in a remote screening 
of one of the many films curated by 
the Learning Technologies team  
for the occasion.

Primary students enjoyed Racetime, 
while junior grades watched 
Ballerina, A Bear Named Winnie or 
The Breadwinner, and students in 
intermediate grades viewed  
Score: A Hockey Musical.

Students engaged in literacy and 
art lessons before and after watching 
the films. After watching Ballerina, 
students in Ms. Lac’s Grade 4 Full 
Remote Learning class provided 
responses to the question “Which 
character would you like to be 
friends with?” 

National Canadian Film Day 
proved to be a great opportunity to 
strengthen the Thames Valley online 
community and to build greater 
connections between students.

Thames Valley celebrates 
National Canadian Film Day 

DIVERSITY
The Pride Flag was on full display at schools across Thames Valley on May 
17 to celebrate International Day Against Homophobia, Transphobia and 
Biphobia. Some schools, such as Oakridge SS, flew the Progressive Pride 
Flag, which includes colours representing Black, Brown and Transgender 
people – an acknowledgement of the intersection of identities that this 
flag, and Thames Valley, affirm.

NUMERACY
Ms. Eglin’s Full Remote Learning Kindergarten class has been working hard 
on representing numbers in different ways. This week, the students were 
asked to pick a number and then share different ways to represent it  
with their peers.

LITERACY
Mrs. Wakem’s Grade 2/3 class at South Dorchester PS participated in a 
delicious literacy exercise recently when they were tasked with writing out 
the steps to make their own pizza. The students then brought their pizzas 
to class to enjoy with their classmates.

@DirFisherTVDSB
I’m so proud of how #TVDSB schools continue to find innovative and creative 
ways to support our strategic priorities during remote learning. At last night’s 
board meeting, I was pleased to share more examples of this great work. 
View the full presentation.

Indigenous Student Trustee Keller  
recognized for leadership and initiative
Indigenous Student Trustee 

Nicholas Keller set out with a 
goal to amplify the Indigenous 
student voice across TVDSB. 

During the 2020-2021 school 
year, Student Trustee Keller has 
been instrumental in raising 
awareness and knowledge of 
the history and importance of 
Indigenous Peoples.  

It was his leadership that 
provided TVDSB Student 
Senators with a series of learning opportunities related 
to Indigenous Peoples and their history. Student Trustee 
Keller’s presentations covered topics such as Indigenous 
student voice in society, the purpose and importance of 
land acknowledgement, and important events  
in Indigenous history. 

 At this year’s 2021 Student Leadership Conference, 
Student Trustee Keller planned and led a segment of 
the conference devoted to Indigenous Education, which 
included an Indigenous keynote speaker and breakout 
session. Over 115 Thames Valley secondary students 
participated in this conference. 

 Through his work on revising the Student Advisory 
Council procedure, Student Trustee Keller brought forward 
the inclusion of a Standing Committee of Student Advisory 
Council dedicated to Indigenous-related topics for both 
Indigenous and Non-Indigenous Student Senators.

 Student Trustee Keller’s input throughout the 2020-
2021 school year has been valuable and his leadership has 
helped pave the way for future Indigenous students.

The Thames 
Valley Education 
Foundation is 
preparing to 
host the 5K Your 
Way fundraising 
campaign – a 
virtual twist on its annual Run for the 
FUNd event in support of  
the Caring Fund. 

Participants are invited to collect 
pledges and complete five kilometers 
in any method they choose. So far, 
participants have registered to run, 
walk, row, and swim.

Staff, students and families are 
invited to participate and can register 
up until event end on June 13, 
2021. Prizes will be awarded to top 
fundraisers.

Visit the TVEF website for more 
information.

TVEF launches 5K YOUR WAY
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