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STRATEGIC PRIORITIES IN ACTION

Learning opportunities and initiatives demonstrating commitment to  
Thames Valley’s Strategic Priorities and Operational Goals

Laurie Hawkins PS 
celebrates diversity  
with Scribble Day 

Students at Laurie Hawkins PS are 
working on kindness, building a 
positive self-image and celebrating 
differences in preparation of National 
Scribble Day. Scribble Day, which is 
held at the end of March, inspires 
children to be kind through art. 
According to Scribble Day founder 

and author of I’m Not Just a Scribble, 
Diane Alber, “each of us starts out as 
a little colorful, wrinkled up human 
being with eyes, nose and sometimes 
a shock of hair.” 

“Our personality develops as we go. 
We’re a bit like a scribble. Children’s 
scribbles become more than just 
scribbles when eyes and a smile 
are added. Somehow a personality 
leaps onto the page and with it, 
encouragement for children to grow 
and express themselves. 
The positive result looking back at 

them spreads a surge of joy that is 
infectious. That’s what’s so wonderful 
about scribbles – anyone can make 
them no matter their ability.” 
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London Central Secondary School student, 
Esther Clarke was recently awarded the 10th 
annual Lewis Coray Trailblazer Award for 
demonstrating perseverance in pursuit of 
academic success and social responsibility. 

Esther and two other finalists – Oakridge 
Secondary School student Destin Gardiner 
and Catholic school board student Danielle 
Nojh – submitted an essay or video about 
the importance of Black History Month. 

The awards were created in 2012 to honour 
retired London Police Service Sgt. Lewis 
(Bud) Coray, the city’s first black officer when 
he joined the force in 1951. Coray served 
for more than 30 years and is recognized for 
paving the way for the future generation of 
people of colour. 

Esther’s video presentation credited Coray 
and other important figures who serve as 
examples of the achievements of the Black 
community.  

“[Black History] is important because the 
trailblazers and activists of the past deserve 
recognition for all that they’ve done…. 
Educating the public about Black history can 
help diminish racism and stereotypes.” 

The bursaries for the Lewis Coray award 
are made possible by the London Police 
Association and the London Police Services 
Board. 

A video of the award ceremony may 
be found at this link: https://youtu.
be/9bZFOgEIqeo 

Thames Valley student receives Trailblazer award 

A bulletin board showing students’ Scribble Day artwork.
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On Random Act of Kindness Day, 
Ms. McKeracher and Ms. Ryan’s 
kindergarten class at Lord Nelson PS 
decided to spread some kindness 
to students and staff throughout 
the school. The teachers asked 
the class what their kindness act 
should be. The students picked 
balloons because they were also 
celebrating 100 days of school that 
day. Messages were attached to red 
helium balloons, which read, “Enjoy 
this Random Act of Kindness today! 
You can give it to a student you feel 
could use a little extra kindness!” 

  The class kept their act a surprise 
and delivered balloons by tying 
them onto classroom doorknobs. 
They made sure to deliver a balloon 
to the school’s office door as well, 
because the students recognized that 
sometimes there are friends who 
are hurt or sad in the office and the 
balloon might help them feel better. 

The class had one balloon left, so 
the students decided to attach it to 
Mr. John’s cleaning cart, because 
he does a great job of cleaning 
their classroom every day. They had 
so much fun spreading kindness 
that they’ve decided as a class 
to continue with Random Acts of 
Kindness throughout the year. 

Random Acts of Kindness 
Day at Lord Nelson PS 

Grade eights at Cedar Hollow PS 
are extending their understanding of 
financial literacy by participating in 
an ongoing stock market challenge. 

Using the online stock market 
game, HowTheMarketWorks, the 
students learn how to trade real 
stocks with virtual money. They have 
the opportunity to research different 
companies while asking themselves 
which ones they think will do well in 
the future and why. 

According to teachers Mrs. Lynn and 
Mr. Macdonald, it’s a great way for 
the grade eights to gain insight into 
the world of finance, see firsthand 
what long-term financial planning 
means, and be exposed to possible 
future career opportunities. A guest 
speaker joined the classes virtually  
to share his strategies, successes  
and experiences with stock  
market exchange. 

Stock market challenge 
helps increase students’ 
financial literacy

DIVERSITY
Students at Centennial Central PS in Arva were ready to “rock their 
socks” for World Down Syndrome Day on March 19. Student created 
a colourful display of whacky socks to help raise awareness and 
advocate for the rights of people with Down syndrome.

NUMERACY
Last week, grade one students at Kensal Park FIPS enjoyed playing 
Race to 100, a math game using dice. This is a game that can be easily 
modified for different levels and abilities by using more than one dice.

RELATIONSHIPS
Parkside CI students recently participated in the Big Crunch, a national 
movement where students bite into apples to show their support for 
healthy food in schools. Parkside sent their appreciation to the Ontario 
School Nutrition Program for their support of the initiative.

@DirFisherTVDSB
At this week’s board meeting, I shared examples of our strategic priorities in action 
as students participated in hands-on learning across #TVDSB. Innovative learning 
experiences like these promote student achievement and well-being. 
CLICK HERE to view the full presentation.

Rick Hansen PS and Ashley Oaks 
PS recently received grants of 
$3,000 each from the Desjardins 
Foundation. 

At Rick Hansen, the grant will 
be used to purchase ukeleles for 
the school’s music program. Vice-
Principal Heather Fleming, music 
Teacher David Lee, and students 
accepted the grant from Desjardins 
representative Michael Sroka. 

At Ashley Oaks, the grant will be 
used to support outdoor activities 
and equipment. Principal Jamie Hicks 
accepted the grant.

Schools receive grants to 
support students

Program provides high school and elementary 
students with unique learning opportunities

Through funding provided by the Environmental 
Education and Experiential Learning portfolio, secondary 
construction classes across TVDSB were invited to build 
elements to support outdoor learning opportunities for 
their elementary feeder schools. 

Woodstock CI teacher Carol Shaw jumped at the 
opportunity to have her students engaged in this 
meaningful building opportunity to learn about design, 
structural integrity, budgeting for materials, measuring in 
inches and the use of hand tools. Student were pleased 
that their final product could also provide elementary 
students with a glimpse into their future course 
opportunities in secondary school, and potential career 
pathways into the skilled trades. 

These cedar planter boxes will go to Plattsville PS and 
Innerkip PS and a second round of planter-box building 
will support two additional elementary schools. Thanks to 
Facility Services staff for their support and collaboration of 
this cross-panel and interdepartmental project

WCI students show off planter boxes they made that will be sent to elementary schools. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TeGlCaM50SI&feature=youtu.be

