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STRATEGIC PRIORITIES IN ACTION

Learning opportunities and initiatives demonstrating commitment to  
Thames Valley’s Strategic Priorities and Operational Goals

Pink Shirt Day at TVDSB
Students and staff across Thames Valley 
wore pink on February 24th to show their 
support in standing up against bullying 
and discrimination. 

This Pink Shirt Day, the focus was on 
working together and treating others with 
dignity and respect. 

The COVID-19 pandemic has affected us 
all and shown the importance of helping 
one another and advocating for those 
who need it.  

Schools across Thames Valley participated 
in programs that encouraged healthy self-
esteem and taught empathy, compassion 
and kindness. 

Winchester Street Public School Teacher-Librarian  
fuels students’ love for reading
Teacher-Librarian Kristi Dix has created 
a loyal and large group of young readers 
at Winchester Street PS. Thanks to 
her helpful suggestions and links to 
literature in curriculum, special days and 
celebrations the students can’t help but 
fall in love with reading. 

Not only is Kristi a fixture on the school’s 
video announcements to highlight new 
and interesting reads, but she fills her cart 
and visits classrooms for read alouds and 
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to promote books based on her knowledge 
of student interests.

Kristi is a valuable resource for the Literacy 
Team at Winchester as she provides the 
motivation and resources students need to 
benefit fully from classroom programming 
and interventions in Literacy. Recently, 
Kristi curated a large selection of books 
that promote kindness and social justice, 
while fueling the entire school’s love  
for reading.

Students at Davenport PS made notes to spread 
kindness throughout the school on Pink Shirt Day.

A student from Woodland Heights PS shows off his pink 
shirt next to Principal Andrew Orr. 
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The H-ELP Environmental Leaders 
Project is a multi-credit opportunity 
for grade 10 students across Thames 
Valley. Students get the opportunity 
to learn and lead outdoors at the 
London Environmental Education 
Centre located at Westminster Ponds 
Environmentally Significant Area. 

This year, our H-ELP Leaders are 
working with the Upper Thames 
River Conservation Authority and 
ReForest London to generate greater 
awareness and action surrounding 
Climate Change and the health 
of our water supply, collaborating 
with local authors to learn the art 
of storytelling, and connecting with 
the Dearness Home to share their 
outdoor adventures and experiences. 
Throughout the program, the 
students develop transferable 
skills, such as, collaboration, 
communication, leadership and 
project management. 

Students enrolled in H-ELP 
program learn valuable skills 
while exploring the outdoors 

Grade 1 & 2 students at Hillcrest PS have continued their 
work on procedural writing throughout the month of January 
with their teacher Jody Stocks. 

The class began their work on procedural writing during 
emergency full-remote learning. During this time, Jody used 
visualization activities to engage her students. Jody would 
read a couple sentences at a time and instruct the students 
to visualize and draw what she was reading.  The class also 
worked on writing the steps they would take in preparation 
to play outside in the snow and brush their teeth before bed. 
Now that they have returned to in-person learning, Jody is 
continuing to work on procedural writing with her  
students in class.  

During class, students were given an item and asked to 
complete a specific task with it. Students then wrote down 
the steps they took and provided illustrations. The class is 
continuing to use visualization techniques to help with their 
procedural writing using picture books.  

Students use visualization techniques to  
help with procedural writing 

The John Wise PS community 
delivered their “Share the Love 
Campaign” letters, cards, artwork, 
and small gift items to the Metcalf 
Gardens retirement home on 
Monday, Feb. 22. In addition to the 
hundreds of handwritten letters 
and artwork created by students 
in Kindergarten to grade 8, gifts 
included a large variety of toiletries, 
treats, large print books and puzzles, 
from the staff at John Wise.   

“With all our Pandemic protocols in 
place, it is nice to know our students 
and staff have taken some time 
to think about and connect with 
our most vulnerable community 
members,” said Ryan Ewaskiw, 
principal at John Wise. 

“While we have all had to change our 
routines and sacrifice a lot personally 
during the Pandemic of 2020 and 
2021, our students and the staff have 
been doing their best to demonstrate 
‘grit and gratitude’. Our school 
community is proud to have all been 
a part of something that brings joy 
and happiness to others. In doing so 
we can reflect on our own personal 
wellness and reasons to be grateful.”  

John Wise PS Share the  
Love campaign

NUMERACY
Students at Straffordville PS had a blast coding this week. They were 
tasked with coding a robot to follow a rectangular path and make 
sounds. Vice-Principal Morrison says, “There was a lot of math 
involved in the process,” adding that the students used “geometry, 
angles, measurement and problem solving.”

LITERACY
The Royal Roads PS literacy team was in action last week moderating 
the results of a student’s reading levels. Vice-Principal Ruberto 
commended her school’s team for “working in partnership and 
building capacity” as part of TVDSB’s Strategic Plan in Action  
for Literacy.

EQUITY AND DIVERSITY
Grade 7 and 8 students from Valleyview PS are celebrating Black 
History Month by reading many resources and discussing the impact 
that notable Black people have had throughout the world. Students 
provided their answers to questions about each individual and used 
specific evidence to support their responses.

@DirFisherTVDSB
At last night’s Board meeting, I shared some great examples of how #TVDSB schools 
are honouring #BlackHistoryMonth, focusing on literacy development and improving 
student achievement in mathematics. Please enjoy this week’s video. 
CLICK HERE to view the full presentation.

 As part of their exploration of Black 
artists and creators during Black 
History Month, primary students at 
Emily Stowe PS learned about Esther 
Mahlangu, one of South Africa’s most 
famous Ndebele artists. The students 
then worked on their own creations 
inspired by the artist.    

Emily Stowe PS 
celebrates Black 
History Month 

https://youtu.be/s4q7PGdhRWY

