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STRATEGIC PRIORITIES IN ACTION

Learning opportunities and initiatives demonstrating commitment to  
Thames Valley’s Strategic Priorities and Operational Goals

Educators recognized for 
commitment to student 
achievement in math
Three Thames Valley educators have 

been recognized by Knowledgehook for 
teaching excellence in mathematics – with 
one teacher honoured at the first ever 
Impact Awards ceremony held  
June 1, 2021. 

Jenny Crown, Megan Morris and Ben 
Rice were named among 53 educators 
from across Canada as Impact Influencers 
by the Mathematics Instruction Guidance 
System for their ability to adapt during the 
2020-2021 school year. 

Despite the challenges created by the 
pandemic, these educators used research-
backed practices to individualize their 
teaching strategies and help students 
achieve success in math. 

Ryerson PS teacher Ben Rice was one of 
22 teachers from across Canada whose 
unique stories were selected by a panel of 
international experts to be featured during 
the Impact Awards ceremony. 

“Ben believes that knowing what 
students understand, and teaching to 
that, is how you get the best results. 
Individual student reports allow facilitation 
of understanding, introduction of better 
strategies, and support of learning just-
in-time. Students become committed 
to improvement with positive math 
mindsets,” said expert Mary Lou Kestell.

To see more about Ben’s story, go to the 
Knowledgehook Impact Awards website.
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vaccination clinics

Secondary Learning 
Model change  
in September

Trustees unanimously supported changing 
the name of Ryerson Public School, as well 
as a broad review of all schools named after 
individuals, to ensure they reflect the Board’s 
commitment to human rights, equity and 
inclusive learning environments.

“The overriding context for changing the 
name of this school relates to the historical 
oppression of Indigenous people in Canada, 
specifically the forced residential school 
attendance by Indigenous children,” said 
Trustee Corrine Rahman, who whose motion 
to change the name of Ryerson PS was 
endorsed at the Board’s June 22 meeting.

A second motion by Trustee Sean Hunt 

was also endorsed the Board, calling for a 
broad review of all TVDSB schools, facilities 
and learning environments that have been 
named after individuals to ensure school 
names reflect Thames Valley’s diversity and 
the Board’s commitment to promote human 
rights, equity and inclusion.

The public process for renaming schools 
encourages community members to submit 
suggestions to replace the Ryerson name. 
More details will be posted soon on TVDSB’s 
website at www.tvdsb.ca/publicinput

A comprehensive report on all schools 
named after individuals will be presented to 
the Board in May 2022.

Trustees support review of Thames Valley school names

Central Elgin CI joined Thames Valley schools across the district to welcome graduates and mark the end of 
the school year. All TVDSB elementary and secondary schools will hold virtual graduations for Grade 8 and 
12 students as well as outdoor recognitions for all students and staff as school devices are dropped off and 
personal belongings picked up.

https://app.knowledgehook.com/app/impactprogram/story/d22feffc-66ff-4a4f-a774-5d2cd3b655ed
https://www.tvdsb.ca/Modules/News/index.aspx?newsId=d2fb4cfe-6bc7-40e8-a08f-e1e0db8fc045
https://www.tvdsb.ca/Modules/News/index.aspx?newsId=d2fb4cfe-6bc7-40e8-a08f-e1e0db8fc045
https://www.tvdsb.ca/Modules/News/index.aspx?newsId=d2fb4cfe-6bc7-40e8-a08f-e1e0db8fc045
https://www.tvdsb.ca/Modules/News/index.aspx?newsId=877b7e1d-237e-40d7-be85-55129739b080
https://www.tvdsb.ca/Modules/News/index.aspx?newsId=877b7e1d-237e-40d7-be85-55129739b080
https://www.tvdsb.ca/Modules/News/index.aspx?newsId=877b7e1d-237e-40d7-be85-55129739b080
https://www.tvdsb.ca/Modules/News/index.aspx?newsId=67464c58-0b1b-4af1-9469-15f425d4627a
https://www.tvdsb.ca/Modules/News/index.aspx?newsId=67464c58-0b1b-4af1-9469-15f425d4627a
https://www.tvdsb.ca/Modules/News/index.aspx?newsId=67464c58-0b1b-4af1-9469-15f425d4627a


June 25, 2021 Thames Valley District School Board Issue 27

In response to the recent 
Islamophobic attack in London, 
Muslim students from all Thames 
Valley high schools are invited to 
participate in virtual student support 
meetings on the last Wednesday of 
every month, starting in July. 

The virtual support meetings are 
intended to provide students who 
identify as Muslim with a community 
of support where they can safely 
discuss topics relevant to their lived 
experiences. The meetings are also 
an opportunity for Muslim students 
to propose improvements or changes 
to school/system structures with the 
hope of removing barriers to their 
learning and well-being.

TVDSB educators and clinical 
staff with a Muslim identity and/
or experience supporting Muslim 
students will host the sessions and 
will be reaching out to students 
across the district to participate. 

Over the summer break, meetings 
will take place on July 28 and  
August 25, 2021.

Students interested in attending the 
virtual support meetings are asked to 
register through this online form. 

For more information on this 
important initiative, please contact 
Equity Learning Coordinator 
Matthew Sereda or System  
Principal Doriana Rosati.

TVDSB to hold Muslim 
student support meetings

Parent letter praises staff
Following is a letter from a Wilton 
Grove PS parent:

Dear TVDSB, 
Covid has been rough on so many 

students in so many situations. I was 
worried for my child to be doing Full 
Remote Learning all year.

Well, to our surprise my daughter 
was blessed with the most 
understanding, unique, inspiring, 
talented and, mostly importantly, 
supportive teacher she could have 
ever asked for. 

Mr. Curragh designed his entire 
basement as an at-home teaching 
studio. He used 3D printers to show 
the kids how to make robots and 
hung banners to ensure everyone felt 
special on their birthday. 

This wonderful teacher goes out 
of his way at the end of his day to 
individually email children who had 
had a rough day or weren’t feeling 
too sure about things.  

Thank you not only for making our 
year “doable” – but for making it 
exciting. Mr. Curragh is not just a 
good teacher, he is a GREAT teacher!

Grade 8 Parent

Elgin Court PS recently held a school-wide Virtual Play Day where students were 
encouraged to get outside to enjoy fun activities and challenges. Educational 
Assistants Brandon Beattie and Danielle Rivard wanted to ensure two students 
in their care were able to have fun and participate in this school event. With 
the assistance pf equipment from Thames Valley Children’s Centre, Sophia and 
Jacob enjoyed a game of boccia ball while being cheered on by their peers and 
educators on Google Meet.

Westmount PS has added an exciting new collection of books to their 
library. In an effort to promote a culture of belonging, inclusion and 
respect, Westmount teachers selected titles that will support students’ 
literacy development while celebrating equity and diversity. All TVDSB 
schools will be adding resources that are more representative of the 
students that we serve.

The Lawson Literary Awards program recently announced 10 winners for the 
2019-2020 school year – as well as 11 winners for 2020-2021. More than 47 
submissions were received from 17 schools across Thames Valley. This Award 
program for Grade 7 and 8 students has been running since 1978, thanks 
to the generous funding of the Lawson Foundation – Miggsie Fund. More 
information about the Lawson Awards, including the list of recipients can be 
found at on the TVEF website.

@DirFisherTVDSB
As the school year winds down, I’d like to thank everyone who has shared 
examples of  #TVDSB’s strategic priorities in action at school and in virtual 
classrooms. It has been my pleasure to present the great work being done in 
#TVDSB at each Board Meeting. View the full presentation.

Science classes from four Thames Valley schools 
participated alongside students from eight other 
school boards in the Ontario Ministry of Environment, 
Conservation and Parks’ Western Lake Erie  
Student Summit. 

The summit was an excellent opportunity for teachers to 
use Lake Erie and its connecting watersheds as a context 
for learning. 

To prepare for the event, students from Saunders SS, 
H.B. Beal SS, West Elgin SS and Central Elgin CI worked 
with local Conservation Authorities to think critically and 
creatively about local issues affecting the Great Lakes. 

They were asked to develop and share a sustainable 
solution at the virtual summit of students and regional 
experts from across the western basin of Lake Erie. 

Through their preparation for the summit, students 
developed a relationship with Lake Erie and the  
connecting watersheds.

In Mrs. MacLachlan’s Grade 10 Saunders SS class, 
students connected the experiential learning opportunity 
with their study of climate change. 

Through their work, they identified that an increase in 
storm events and plastic pollution in southern Ontario can 
be contributed to our changing climate. 

The class then created educational materials about 
mitigating negative impacts on our local watershed.

Thames Valley is once again hosting 
the annual Summer Learning 
Conference through a distance-
learning format. The conference, 
which runs August 23-27, provides 
educators with invaluable 
professional learning opportunities 
and is a great jump start to the  
new school year. 

Over 71 courses are offered, with 
more than 2,900 learning spaces 
in the following areas: Numeracy, 
Literacy, Special Education, Arts, 
Equity, Safe Schools and Well-being.

Staff may register for the Summer 
Learning Conference through the 
Employee Portal before July 16, 2021.

Registration now open for 
TVDSB’s Summer Conference 

https://forms.gle/Fr5FQjXi2BohRdLR9
https://www.tvdsb.ca/en/our-board/education-foundation.aspx
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1CR_0HRhvbQ

