
May 14, 2021 Thames Valley District School Board Issue 24

STRATEGIC PRIORITIES IN ACTION

Learning opportunities and initiatives demonstrating commitment to  
Thames Valley’s Strategic Priorities and Operational Goals

Education Week 2021: 
Stronger Together
Each year, the first week of May is 

recognized as Education Week across 
Ontario. It is a time when students, staff 
and families celebrate our united interest 
in education, teaching excellence and 
student achievement.  

In recognition of the tremendous impact 
that staff and families have had on student 
success over the past year, the Ontario 
Ministry of Education selected this year’s 
theme to be #StrongerTogether.   

In the face of each challenge 
presented by the COVID-19 pandemic, 
our Thames Valley staff, students and 
school communities have risen to 
every opportunity - demonstrating 
their resilience, creativity and steadfast 
dedication to student achievement  
and well-being.  

To celebrate Education Week, Thames 
Valley school communities were invited to 
share photos and words of appreciation 
for staff, students and families on social 
media as part of the #StrongerTogether 
campaign. In addition to the outpouring 
of gratitude and appreciation, schools 
and educators also showcased some of 
the activities their students participated 
in during the week. Examples include 
mental health and well-being exercises, 
unique online field trip opportunities, 
Music Monday celebrations, collaborative 
projects with community organizations, 
and family trivia nights. 
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Thames Valley’s high school graduation 
rate hit a record high 83 per cent last year – 
the highest rate ever achieved by the Board 
and the fourth consecutive year graduation 
rates held above 80 per cent. 

“Despite the obstacles to teaching and 
learning created by the COVID-19 pandemic 
last year, we succeeded in providing our 
students with the supports they needed to 
graduate,” said Mark Fisher, TVDSB Director 
of Education.  

The Board’s commitment to equity and 
to providing individualized support for 
all students was a key contributor to the 
increase in graduation rates, added  
Director Fisher.  

“This is the result of a multi-year initiative 
to improve graduation rates,” said Director 
Fisher. “From the moment a student 
registers in a Thames Valley school, our 
educators are focused on helping them 
leave high school with a diploma  
in their hands.”  

Thames Valley is committed to supporting 
students in achieving key milestones in 
their learning journeys through responsive 
instructional and assessment practices. Staff 
remain focused on supporting students as 
they progress towards graduation.  

More about Thames Valley’s priorities can 
be found in the 2020-22 Operational Plan – 
On Course. 

Thames Valley graduation rates hit record high 
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Building and nurturing a school 
community can be challenging 
when teaching and learning 
remotely. In response, Rachel 
Huse, a teacher at River Heights PS 
in Dorchester, was looking for new 
and innovative ways to create a 
sense of togetherness for students 
and staff. 

With the help of some colleagues, 
Rachel launched Positive T-Shirt 
Tuesday as a day to celebrate and 
share the simple things in life. Each 
Tuesday, students and staff are 
invited to show their school pride 
by wearing school swag, or shirts 
that convey positive messages such 
as kindness, encouragement, or 
happiness.  
The response from the school 

community has been great and a 
dedicated bulletin board has been 
created that displays photos of 
shirts with positive messages for 
everyone to enjoy. 

Positive T-shirt Tuesday 
builds school community 

Throughout the year, students 
in Kathryn Rollins Kindergarten 
class at Louise Arbour FIPS have 
been discussing how they “can 
do hard things.”  Recently, the 
class read and the book The Most 
Magnificent Thing by Ashley Spires, 
whose main character deals with 
frustration, makes mistakes and 
perseveres to create her most 
magnificent thing. 
After reading the book, the 

students were challenged to draw 
a plan for their most magnificent 
thing. They eagerly drew their 
inventions and shared their ideas. 
Some ideas included a cleaning 
machine, a walking robot, a magic 
snow cone maker and a skateboard 
with a balloon-type helmet.  

Louise Arbour students 
inspired to become inventors 
and problem-solvers 

DIVERSITY
In recognition of the International Day Against Homophobia, Transphobia 
and Biphobia – which takes place on May 17 – Elgin Court PS has decided 
to fly the Pride Flag all month long. At Thames Valley, the Pride Flag not 
only affirms 2SLGBTQ+ identities, it also serves to promote inclusivity and 
celebrate the diversity of the communities we live in.  

NUMERACY
Students in Ms. Tobias’ Grade 6 class at Caradoc PS enjoyed a sweet lesson 
in fractions when her class made cookies as part of a math exercise. “It 
was a great way to make a real life connection and make the most of our 
online learning,” said Ms. Tobias. Some students also sent in their photos 
after the lesson.   

RELATIONSHIPS
Staff at Royal Roads PS in Ingersoll were pleased to invite two members 
from the Safe Schools and Well-Being portfolio to a recent learning 
session. Doriana Rosati and Dawn Fyn spoke to the school team about 
fostering foundational relationships with their students and how to build 
on positive intervention strategies.  

@DirFisherTVDSB
It’s been an exciting week @TVDSB! Schools across the district celebrated 
#EducationWeek #StrongerTogether and our graduation rate reached an all-time high. 
I was proud to highlight these achievements and more at this week’s #TVDSB board 
meeting. View the full presentation.

College Avenue SS students in 
Tory Thompson’s classes have had 
their learning supported by the 
GreenHouse Academy recently. 

Students who are learning In-
Person, as well as those in Full 
Remote Learning, are getting their 
hands dirty by building their own 
terrariums to learn about closed 
environments, the water cycle, 
human impacts on the environment 
and to consider careers related to 
the environmental and  
agricultural sectors.  

Students at CASS build  
their own terrariums 

TVDSB Honour Band goes virtual for  
Music Monday celebration
Education Week 2021 kicked off with Music Monday, 

a day to celebrate the power of music in education and 
advocate for equitable access to music education for  
all students. 
To mark the occasion, the Thames Valley District 

School Board Honour Band came together virtually to 
deliver a stirring rendition of Aztec Fire by Jay Bocook. 
“Even though this year has presented significant 

challenges to our music programs, we are thrilled that 
students from eleven of our schools were able to come 
together to celebrate their love of music,” says Nigel 
Evans on behalf of the Virtual Honour Band Committee.  
“This wonderful group of 46 students met online for 

two virtual rehearsals before recording their separate 
parts. This is truly a celebration of the resilience of our 
students and a testament to the power of music to 
support physical and mental health during a challenging 
year.“ See the TVDSB Virtual Honour Band’s video. 

https://youtu.be/pOVGjMM-ggA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WTcULceCqbA

