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STRATEGIC PRIORITIES IN ACTION

Learning opportunities and initiatives demonstrating commitment to  
Thames Valley’s Strategic Priorities and Operational Goals

Students collaborate with 
community experts 
Students in elementary and secondary 
have been collaborating with  
@TVinnovates and Experiential 
Learning to connect with virtual guest 
speakers on community projects 
happening throughout St. Thomas, 
Elgin County, London, and surrounding 
areas. Students are active participants 
in next steps, co-designing projects and 
providing critical feedback with local 
news outlet, Young & Free Press. 

An example of the collaboration 
includes the Track to the Future mural 
project where students viewed the 
Track to the Future documentary prior 
to connecting virtually with the artists 
involved to learn about designing and 
painting large-scale murals. 

For an upcoming project, students will 
be involved in examining the design of 
a new park in St. Thomas, assessing the 
social dynamics and providing input on 
how to make the space attractive and 
enjoyable for the community. More 
projects will continue to grow and 
develop throughout the school year. 

Want to get involved? View a list 
of TVDSB opportunities to engage 
students.  

Virtual speaker highlights  
Black History Month at TVDSB
As schools across Thames Valley recognize 
Black History Month, the Equity and 
Inclusive Education team continues to 
offer engaging and important programing. 
On February 18, students in grades 5 
through 12 are invited to join Basketball 
coach, Bilqis Abdul-Qaadir as she shares 
her empowering story. 

From a young age, Bilqis knew she wanted 
basketball to be a part of her life. After 
first picking up a ball at the age of four, 
Bilqis’ love for the game began. Her goal 
was to continue playing professionally in 
Europe, but this quickly ended due to the 
International Basketball Federation (FIBA) 

1 2 3
CBC: New high 

school program 
will certify Personal 

Support Workers

LFP: Black History 
Month helps TVDSB 
schools to address 

systemic racism

Parents/guardians 
invited to attend 

Cyber Safety 
Information Session

rule prohibiting head gear larger than five 
inches. Unwilling to stray in her beliefs, 
Bilqis chose faith over basketball and 
began advocating for Muslim women and 
girls in sport. After earning her master’s 
degree in May 2015 at Indiana State, Bilqis 
sought to inspire others through sport as 
an instructor and motivational speaker. 
Bilqis now lives in London with her family 
and teaches at the London Islamic School. 

We are excited to have her join us virtually 
to share her inspiring story with our staff 
and students. Teachers can register their 
class to participate through the  
Employee Portal. 

https://sites.google.com/gotvdsb.ca/tvinnovates/strategic-plan-connections/community-projects?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/gotvdsb.ca/tvinnovates/strategic-plan-connections/community-projects?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/gotvdsb.ca/tvinnovates/strategic-plan-connections/community-projects?authuser=0
https://www.cbc.ca/listen/live-radio/1-158/clip/15824191
https://www.cbc.ca/listen/live-radio/1-158/clip/15824191
https://www.cbc.ca/listen/live-radio/1-158/clip/15824191
https://www.cbc.ca/listen/live-radio/1-158/clip/15824191
https://lfpress.com/news/local-news/black-history-month-a-chance-for-london-schools-to-address-systemic-racism
https://lfpress.com/news/local-news/black-history-month-a-chance-for-london-schools-to-address-systemic-racism
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https://www.tvdsb.ca/Modules/News/index.aspx?newsId=c2e46e47-d75c-4f6a-959b-0c0370e2246b
https://www.tvdsb.ca/Modules/News/index.aspx?newsId=c2e46e47-d75c-4f6a-959b-0c0370e2246b
https://www.tvdsb.ca/Modules/News/index.aspx?newsId=c2e46e47-d75c-4f6a-959b-0c0370e2246b
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A grade 12 student at Strathroy 
District Collegiate Institute has 
created her own line of T-shirts to 
promote mental health awareness 
amidst the pandemic and a portion 
of the proceeds will be donated to 
a local initiative that provides youth 
support.

Secondary Adapted Learning, in 
which students learn remotely for 
half of their time, has led some 
students to experience feelings of 
isolation. According to Julia, she and 
her classmates have been supporting 
and encouraging each other 
throughout the pandemic. To help 
promote mental health awareness 
Julia started a brand of custom-
made T-shirts at home with an iPad, 
a Cricut machine and an iron. Julia 
hopes the logos will encourage other 
students to talk about mental health 
without embarrassment.

“I’m at that age where everyone 
tends to struggle at one point in 
their life, either they are struggling 
at school or their friendships aren’t 
going as well,” says Julia. “By showing 
awareness people will realize that 
everyone struggles and they are not 
alone.”

Student at SDCI promotes 
mental health awareness

Teacher Erin Newborn’s grade 8 Full Remote Learning class 
begins each day by sharing a picture book read-aloud. 
According to Erin, beginning their day with a book brings 
mindfulness to the class and cultivates a culture that enriches 
the students’ knowledge of themselves and others. 

“Picture books aren’t just for young children,” says Erin. 
“Even Grade 8 intermediate students love a good story. In 
these books, we have found a wide range of representations 
with diversity, inclusion, social justice, mental health, and 
global significance. As our culture of sharing has flourished, 
it has become more important that each student sees 
themselves reflected in our shared experiences.”

During February the class participated in the @TVDSBliteracy 
Twitter daily reading challenge. For the February 4th 
Challenge: What’s the Big Idea? they used the book Tango 
Makes Three by Peter Parnell and Justin Richardson, which 
is based on the true story of two male penguins who hatch 
and raise a chick. The class reflected on the authors’ message 
using a Google Jamboard to share each student’s reflections 
on the book.

FRL class takes part in Twitter reading challenge

Josh Jones, a teacher at Wortley 
Road PS, has found a creative way 
to integrate studies in Geography, 
Social Studies, Language, Arts, Math, 
Science, and Physical Education with 
his Mr. Jones Amazing Race Canada.

Throughout the race, students are 
sent on a virtual trip across Canada, 
discovering historic locations, 
experiencing different cultures and 
traditions, exploring popular tourist 
destinations, performing roadblocks 
and detour activities, taking (green 
screen) selfies at locations, virtually 
meeting incredible people, and 
documenting it all in a travel and 
finance journal. Josh has gathered 
over 50 videos which include 
Canadian celebrities, musicians and 
locations from across Canada. 

Students work collaboratively to 
develop ideas, explore sources, 
virtually consult with community 
members and experts, and 
communicate their findings and 
insights. Technology-based skills 
are also developed as students use 
digital tools to research, create and 
share their projects. 

Geography Class Participates 
in Virtual Amazing Race 
Across Canada 

NUMERACY
Math was not confined to the classroom at North Meadows PS last 
week. These students took advantage of the beautiful sunshine to 
enjoy an active outdoor game involving multiplication and division.

LITERACY
Grade 6 and 7 students in Ms. Kisilak’s class at Annandale PS 
combined math and art to create grid enlargements of some familiar 
cartoon characters.

EQUITY AND DIVERSITY
Ms. Bensette created this display in the hallway outside her classroom 
at Parkside Collegiate Institute in honour of Black History Month.  
She would like for this board to remind students to “take time 
to reflect, learn, unlearn, celebrate, honour, listen, discuss, and 
understand.” 

@DirFisherTVDSB
At this week’s #TVDSB board meeting, I was excited to be able to share more of the 
incredible work that our schools are doing to support student achievement each day.  
I hope you enjoy these examples of our strategic priorities in action.
CLICK HERE to view the full presentation.

In an effort to support student 
mental and physical health a 
virtual athletic training program 
has been launched across Thames 
Valley. The Red Shirt Effect provides 
virtual supports for coaches and 
students that allows for training and 
connection in a variety of sport areas 
such as general fitness, nutrition, 
psychology and mental wellness.  
Students can access workouts 
developed to be done with limited 
space and equipment at tvraa.com 
under the Virtual Trainers tab.

Red Shirt Effect provides 
students with virtual athletics

https://youtu.be/3viMlqNvE68
http://www.tvraa.com

