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STRATEGIC PRIORITIES IN ACTION

Learning opportunities and initiatives demonstrating commitment to  
Thames Valley’s Strategic Priorities and Operational Goals

June is National Indigenous History Month 
in Canada and June 21 is National Indigenous 
Peoples Day. 

Thames Valley schools will recognize 
this special month by providing learning 
opportunities about Indigenous Nations and 
Indigenous Peoples. There are over 1,800 
students – in more than 140 Thames Valley 
schools – who have self-identified  
as Indigenous. 

A commitment from all staff to share 
Indigenous perspectives, experiences, and 
role models throughout every school year 
can contribute to a sense of belonging for 
Indigenous students and staff – and further 
understanding and mutual respect from non-
Indigenous staff and students.  

The Indigenous Education team has created 
and shared a variety of resources about 
Indigenous heroes and role models from 
several Nations, including local Nations. 

The resources on the website are often 
developed with input from Indigenous staff, 
students, and families. Information about 
First Nations near Thames Valley Schools, and 
First Nations, Métis, and Inuit populations in 
Southern Ontario are included in many of  
the resources. 

One of the priorities of the TVDSB First 
Nations, Métis and Inuit Education team is 
to enhance the understanding of staff and 
students about the diversity of Indigenous 
Peoples and the Nations closest to  
TVDSB schools. 

At the June 10 Board meeting, Director Fisher 
noted that Gwen Doxtator, System Principal for 
Indigenous Education, will continue in her role 
next year. In addition, a new position has been 
posted for next year – Indigenous Education 
Teacher on Special Assignment  
(TOSA) – Elementary.

Yumnah Afzaal was a bright and sparkling 
15-year-old girl described by teachers and 
friends as a funny, charismatic Honour Roll 
student who would go to any length to help 
others. She arrived at Oakridge Secondary 
School each day with a beaming smile. 

Yumnah dreamed about travelling, and 
one day hoped to be a business owner as 
a way of giving back to the community she 
loved. She wanted to make her  
family proud.

Thames Valley mourns the loss of this 
bright, confident young student and  
her family, who were the targets of a hate-

motivated attack while enjoying an evening 
walk in. London on June 6. 

At a special vigil held at the London 
Mosque on June 8, Education Director 
Mark Fisher expressed Thames Valley’s 
deepest sympathy for her family, friends 
and everyone impacted by this tragic loss.

The Board remains steadfast in 
its commitment to combat racism, 
Islamophobia and discrimination in all 
its forms. TVDSB will continue to work 
towards equitable working and learning 
environments where all students and  
staff feel welcome.

TVDSB mourns the tragic loss of Oakridge SS student and family
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Thames Valley is pleased to present the Draft 
Equity Action Plan to students, staff, families and the 
communities that we serve. 
It is our responsibility and moral imperative to act 

intentionally to enhance equity, inclusion, and respect 
for human rights in all Thames Valley schools, classrooms  
and communities.
TVDSB’s Draft Equity Action Plan focuses on the 

removal of discriminatory barriers to education for 
Indigenous, Black and racialized students, students 
experiencing poverty, students who are new to Canada, 
who are religious and linguistic minorities, students 
with disabilities or who have special education needs, 
students who identify as 2SLGBTQ+ – recognizing the 
intersectionality between and among these identities.  
The Draft Plan represents an initial step in TVDSB’s 

ongoing commitment to grow in our ability to address 
inequities in our system and barriers that impact 
students and staff. The voices of students, families and 
community, gathered through extensive consultation and 
dialogue in the coming months, will be the driving force 
in charting the path forward. To review TVDSB’s Draft 
Equity Plan, go to www.tvdsb.ca/equity.

Introducing the Draft Equity Action Plan

Isabel Savard, a student attending 
Parkside Collegiate Institute, has 
recently been chosen as one of 
three Indigenous students from 
across Canada to receive a National 
Indigenous Scholarship to  
Western University.
The scholarship is awarded to 

Indigenous undergraduate students 
based on outstanding  
academic excellence. 
The scholarship also recognizes 

each candidate’s academic 
achievements, creative and 
innovative thinking and 
contributions to Indigenous 
communities.
Isabel, a member of 

Naicatchewenin First Nation located 
in Northwestern Ontario, wrote an 
essay describing herself, her future 
goals and the contributions she 
intends to make within  
her community. 
She has plans to become a 

psychotherapist with a focus on 
Indigenous communities to support 
men, women and children using 
holistic, culturally relevant practices 
and Indigenous knowledge 
frameworks for counselling.

Parkside Student 
receives Indigenous 
Scholarship to  
Western University 

Messages and images of peace, love and hope were drawn in chalk in 
front of countless schools and homes, as Thames Valley grappled with 
loss of Oakridge SS student Yumnah Afzaal and three other members 
of her family. Staff and students showed solidarity with the Islamic 
community and spread the important message that hate has no place 
in our school system or in our community.

On June 1, Thames Valley schools lowered their flags to half-mast and 
posted the message “215 lives lost – Every Child Matters”  on signs 
in front of their buildings to remember and honour the 215 or more 
children whose remains were discovered on the former site of the 
Kamloops Residential School. And, at 2:15 p.m.. a moment of silence 
was observed in virtual classrooms, homes and offices across  
the district. 

This Grade 4 student and his sister joined the team from West Oaks 
French Immersion Public School for the Thames Valley Education 
Foundation’s 5-K Your Way fund-raising campaign. Participants have 
been invited to complete five kilometers in any manner they wished 
with proceeds going to the Foundation’s Caring Fund. 

@DirFisherTVDSB
The last few weeks have been incredibly challenging for #TVDSB students, staff & 
families. Despite the tragic events that have unfolded during this time, it has been 
inspiring to see the many ways that school communities have joined together in 
solidarity. View the full presentation.

Pride Month
Thames Valley is pleased to 

recognize Pride Month each 
June by asking all schools 
across the district to raise the 
Pride Flag as a demonstration 
of our commitment to equity, 
inclusion and the elimination of 
discrimination in all of its forms. 
It not only affirms 2SLGBTQ+ 
identities, but also serves to 
promote our inclusive values and 
celebrate the diversity of  
our communities.

AccessAbility Week
May 31 to June 5 was observed 

as National AccessAbility Week in 
Thames Valley. 
It is a time to celebrate the 

valuable contributions of 
individuals with disabilities, 
applaud the work being done to 
remove barriers and promote 
equitable outcomes for  
all students.

Isabel Savard has been awarded a $50,000 National 
Indigenous Scholarship by Western University.
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