
At Thames Valley, we are approaching learning at a distance with empathy, equity, and students' best interest in 

mind. We heard from our families and students about their need for additional information about assessment, 

evaluation, and reporting during learning at a distance. This document provides answers to some frequently 

asked questions from students, their families, and our educators. Our approach is based on the direction and 

information provided to school boards by the Ministry of Education as of the date this document was created.

Learning at a Distance: Frequently Asked Questions
Assessment, Evaluation, and Reporting for Secondary Students

How will student achievement in a half-credit course (e.g., Civics, Careers), that started April 16, be 

assessed and evaluated?

Learning will be focused on overall expectations of the half-credit course as outlined in the Ontario 
Curriculum. Teachers will provide students with a summary of the key learning outcomes that will be 
assessed. 
Students will be asked to complete a variety of learning activities including tasks, projects, and culminating 
activities as a way of communicating their learning with teachers. 
Teachers will continue to connect with students to provide feedback and to gain an understanding of 
student learning related to the overall expectations..

Is the entire curriculum expected to be covered?

Material and skills covered in the course will be focused on the following: 
Big ideas/essential learning of the course
Essential skills/learning that students need to be successful in future courses 

The amount of work assigned will follow the Ministry of Education guidelines of 3 hours per course per week for 
semestered students and 1.5 hours per course per week for non-semestered students.

Will the assessment breakdown in determining the final mark still be 70% (term) and 30% (final 

culminating assignment/exam)?

There will be no final exams for students in June.
Teachers may adjust the weighting of all assigned tasks including culminating activities in order to 
determine the final grade.
Teachers will use their professional judgement and guidelines outlined in Growing Success when assessing 
student learning. 
Marks will reflect student work based on what is reasonable and in the best interest of students at this time.

Is it expected that accommodations and modifications for students with Special Education needs and 

English Language Learning needs continue to be provided?

All Individual Learning and/or Education Plans will be honoured and accommodations may be approached 
differently in this current learning environment. 
Teachers will work with students with Special Education needs and/or English Language learning needs 
and their families to identify and respond to their individual needs

Q: Should tests and quizzes continue to be used to assess student achievement?

Page 1 of 3May 19, 2020

Q1:

Q2:

Q3:

Q4:



Learning at a Distance: Frequently Asked Questions
Assessment, Evaluation, and Reporting for Secondary Students

Should tests and quizzes continue to be used to assess student achievement?

It may be difficult for all students from the same class to write tests and quizzes at the same time. Teachers 
are focusing on tasks that can be completed at a time that works best for students. 
Teachers may use to use open-ended questions or problems as a way of understanding student learning.

 If a student was away for much of the learning, can the teacher use an ‘I’ for insufficient evidence?

The code “I” is used on report cards when there is not enough evidence of learning to assign a grade. This 
code is used in circumstances where students, for reasons beyond their control, are unable to demonstrate 
understanding of the overall expectations. 
Code “I” should only be used in grade 9 and 10 courses where teachers have no evidence of student 
learning before and after March 13.
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Should timelines be negotiated with students?

Teachers will connect with students to determine flexible timelines for completing assigned work, as we 

understand that students and their families have different schedules and needs at this time.

How will a final mark be calculated for a full course if a student does not complete or submit 

some/all assessments after March 13?

Assignments completed after April 6 that would lower the mark earned before March 13 will not count 
towards a students’ final mark.
Final marks will be entered in June, and will be based on work done up until March 13. Work completed after 
April 6 that demonstrates progression in student learning will be included in final marks. 
Marks as of March 13, 2020 can only remain the same or improve.

How will the learning gaps be closed after distance learning?

Teachers and support staff are doing their best to minimize learning gaps by reaching out to students and 
their families, and focusing on the essential skills that will support students in future courses. 
Over the coming weeks and months, teachers together with school board staff, will be determining ways to 
best close learning gaps in both the short and long term. 
Schools and the school board will continue to share information with students and their families as 
resources and supports are developed and deployed.
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Are open-book or non-timed assessments allowed?

Yes. Teachers will use different strategies to assess student learning of the overall course expectations for 

the subject area.

How do you sustain student engagement?

Students are encouraged to stay connected with their learning as much as possible to help reduce learning 
gaps and to prepare for future learning. Staying engaged with learning can help maintain a schedule and 
routine, as well as provide a sense of purpose. 
Teachers are using a range of strategies to help students connect to their specific course expectations. 
Engagement tools include learning platforms (Google and Brightspace), paper packages for students unable 
to connect electronically, email and phone.
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Should students be provided with periodic updates about their progress?

Teachers will continue to connect with students and their families to provide feedback on completed 
learning assignments, which may include comments and/or marks. 
Students and their families may receive updates through a variety of channels including email, phone, 
SchoolMessenger, Brightspace, or Google Classroom.

How is academic honesty being addressed in the learning at a distance environment?

Teachers' efforts are in designing learning activities and assessment that best support students learning key 
expectations of the course. 
Students are being reminded to reach out to their teachers with questions about the course content and 
assignments. Teachers are available to help students who need help learning the course material and/or 
completing the assigned work.

Can a student fail a course?

Students may not pass a course if: 
A) they had a failing mark as of March 13 AND B) have not demonstrated evidence of learning to support an 
increase in their grade from April 6 to the end of the school year. 

Where students are in jeopardy of earning a credit, the classroom teacher will be in communication with the 
students and families.
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