
At Thames Valley, we are approaching learning at a distance with empathy, equity, and students' best interest in 
mind. We heard from our families and students about their need for additional information about assessment, 
evaluation, and reporting during learning at a distance. This document provides answers to some frequently 
asked questions from students, their families, and our educators. Our approach is based on the direction and 
information provided to school boards by the Ministry of Education as of the date this document was created.

Learning at a Distance: Frequently Asked Questions
Assessment, Evaluation, and Reporting for Elementary Students

How is the Kindergarten Communication of Learning to be completed?

Educators will base the Kindergarten Communication of Learning on their observations of key learning, 
growth in learning, and next steps up to March 13, 2020.
Comments should also reflect additional evidence of learning from April - June 2020.

Are the grades/marks for the June report card to be determined based on student achievement from 

the entire year or February to June?

The June 2020 report cards will provide families with information on student learning for each subject and 
strand completed and evaluated in the period prior to March 13, 2020.
This learning may have been introduced and evaluated earlier in the school year, up to March 13, 2020.
Additional evidence of student achievement in a subject area from April to June 2020 may result in an 
increase in the overall grade/mark provided on the report card in June 2020.
Grades/marks will not decrease from those which were attained by students as of March 13, 2020.

 If a student was away for much of a unit, can educators use an “I” for insufficient evidence or are they 

required to give grades/marks for all subjects? 

The code “I” is used on report cards when there is not enough evidence of learning to assign a grade/mark. 
This code is used in circumstances where students, for reasons beyond their control, are unable to 
demonstrate understanding of the overall expectations.

If educators taught and assessed the Math measurement strand in Term 1, what would they record as 

the grade/mark in Term 2? 

June report cards will show a grade/mark for all subjects and strands in the Report 2 column regardless of 
when the subject/strand was taught during the year.
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Q1:

Q2:

Q3:

Q4:

If educators did not have a chance to teach a particular strand during face-to-face instruction what do 

they record on the report card?  

Q5:

If a particular strand was not taught during face-to-face instruction during Term Two, educators will place 
“N/A” in the Report 2 column and note the following comment: “This strand was not taught during Term 
Two.”
If instruction for a particular strand has only been provided during the school closure period, educators will 
place an “I” in the Report 2 column and comment on any evidence of learning/progress as per submitted 
work and/or communications with students.
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If educators taught and assessed the Math measurement strand in Term 1, what would they record as 

the grade/mark in Term 2?    

f the measurement strand is also being taught in Term 2, the teacher will determine the grade/mark based 
on the assessment of learning up to March 13th with the opportunity to increase the grade/mark based on 
observed learning during the school closure period.
If the measurement strand was only taught and assessed in Term 1, the teacher will indicate the grade/mark 
achieved by the student in the Report 2 column.
A similar process is to be used for history, geography and the Arts. 
June report cards will show a grade/mark for all subjects and strands in the Report 2 column regardless of 
when the subject/strand was taught during the year. 

If educators did not have a chance to teach a particular strand during face-to-face instruction what do 

they record on the report card? 

If a particular strand was not taught during face-to-face instruction during term two, educators will place 
“N/A” in the Report 2 column and note the following comment: “This strand was not taught during term two.”
If instruction for a particular strand has only been provided during the school closure period, educators will 
place an “I” in the Report 2 column.
Educators should comment on any evidence of learning/progress as per submitted work and/or 
communications with students. 

Q5:

Q6:

Q7:

Q8:

How are grades/marks determined for English language learners (ELLs)? Q9:

As per regular practice, classroom teachers will work with English as a Second Language teachers to 
determine appropriate grades/marks.
If an English Language Learner’s program was modified, then the English as a Second Language box is to be 
checked on the report card. 
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How are grades/marks determined for students on Individual Education Plans (IEPs)? 

As per regular practice, classroom teachers may work with Learning Support Teachers to determine 

appropriate grades/marks.

If a student’s program was modified by quantity of expectations and/or grade level, then the IEP box is to be 

checked on the report card. 

Does the ‘six-week rule’ still apply to the June 2020 report card? 

Yes. The six-week rule regarding report card completion generally is interpreted to mean that the 

Elementary Provincial Report Card is to be completed for each student who has been enrolled in the school 

for more than six weeks within the reporting period. 
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How do educators provide a report for students who moved between Thames Valley schools before 

March 13th but after Term 1? 

The student’s current school will request Term 1 grades/marks from the student’s’ previous school.

The student’s current teacher considers Term 1 grades/marks together with any evaluations that may have 

occurred while the student was in their classroom and considers if there should be any increase in 

grades/marks based on student work during the period of school closures

How do educators provide a report for students who moved from another board before March 13th 

but after Term 1?

Educators will use ‘I’ as appropriate for subject areas where they do not have enough assessment and 

evaluation information. 

Teachers will include a statement explaining, “Due to ABC's late arrival in the term, there is insufficient 

evidence to determine a grade/mark.”  

Comments should be made regarding the student’s evidence of learning and progress during the school 

closure period. 

How are report cards to be completed if there has been a change in teachers (e.g., Long-term 

occasional teacher has started or left)? 

Principals should contact the teacher who has the greatest knowledge of the students’ achievement up until 

March 13th and ask for grades/marks (and comments if the staff change occurred after March Break) to be 

provided.   

The current teacher will then use this information together with any additional assessments up until March 

13th plus evidence of increased learning during the school closure period to determine final grades/marks 

and comments.   

Q10:

Q11:

Q12:

Q13:

Q14:


