London Secondary Panel Attendance Area Review 2023

Sub-committee — Sir Wilfred Laurier Secondary School

1. Sub-committee Members & Affiliation

Subcommittee Members Affiliation

Julien Barrett English track / grade 9 representative

Michele Murray English track / grade 9 representative

Jen Thomas French Immersion track / grade 9 representative

Jen Uytterlinde French Immersion track / grade 9 representative

Heather Demeyre — secretary | French Immersion track / grade 10 representative

Andrea Gray French Immersion track / grade 10 representative

Melissa Sunnuck English track / grade 11 representative

Natalie Nussey French Immersion track / grade 11 representative

Melissa Vonk French Immersion track / grade 11 representative

Sami Abu Shawarib English track / grade 12 representative

Irene Klassen — secretary English track / grade 12 representative

Christina Ninham French Immersion track / grade 12 and
indigenous representative

Sarah Visscher — chair French Immersion track / grade 12 representative

2. School Community Meetings
April 11, 2023 7:00pm — 8:30 pm, hybrid
April 18, 2023 7:00pm — 8:30 pm, hybrid
April 25, 2023 7:00pm — 8:30 pm, hybrid
May 2, 2023 7:00pm — 8:30 pm, hybrid

3. Executive Summary

The Sir Wilfred Laurier Secondary School sub-committee for the Secondary Attendance Area Review agrees
with adding feeder schools temporarily until a new secondary school can be built. The sub-committee does
not agree with losing Princess Anne French Immersion Public School as a feeder school and is opposed to the
creation of a third French Immersion secondary school as proposed. The Ministry of Education has outlined in
a framework for teaching French as a Second Language the importance of French Immersion programs in
Ontario. Our recommendation is to maintain London Secondary Fl at the secondary level as status quo,
operating in two schools at Sir Frederick Banting SS and Sir Wilfred Laurier SS. Before the board decides to
proceed with either scenario presented, we request that a formal review be performed on the impact on the
French Immersion secondary program. We would prefer that the board consider the redistribution of English
feeder schools and/or the creation of an adult ESL program at Clarke Road SS. We strongly support legacy
arrangements for students who already attend secondary schools.

4. School Community Profile
Sir Wilfred Laurier Secondary School is located in the Pond Mills region, in the south of London. It has a dual-
track English and French Immersion stream student body. According to the EQAO Contextual Student



Information for 2021-22,* Sir Wilfred Laurier is 48.7% identifying as female, 51.3% identifying as male. (No
other gender options were listed on the site.) The students identified as 64.4% first language English, 18.1%
first language other, and 17.4% undeclared. Of this cohort, 11.9% identified as being an English language
learner, and 9.3% require special education.

According to 2022 Statistics Canada data for the postal code areas that currently feed into Sir Wilfred Laurier,?
the median household income ranges from $55,000 - $125,000, with households below the poverty line
ranging from 1.0% to 8.8%. The range of English-speaking households for those postal code zones ranges from
89% - 96% and the percentage of household with visible minority status ranges from 2% to 37%. The
percentage of the population aged 15-20 ranges from 3.7% to 6.6%. Sir Wilfred Laurier currently serves a
richly diverse student body.

5. Importance of French as a Second Language (FSL)

“Linguistic duality is a fundamental Canadian value and an important asset from every perspective.”*
Recognizing this, the Ministry of Education in Ontario has created a framework for teaching French as a
Second Language (FSL) for K-12 in Ontario. The framework “presents a call to action to strengthen FSL
programming, promote the benefits of FSL, heighten appreciation of and support for FSL educators, and
increase public confidence in FSL education.”*

The framework highlights that “A considerable body of research shows that second-language learning
provides significant cognitive and academic benefits. It is known to enhance first-language and overall literacy
skills and to provide a foundation for the learning of additional languages (Jedwab, n.d.). There is also
evidence that learning another language can help in the development of interpersonal and social skills.
According to the 2004-05 report of the Commissioner of Official Languages, research shows that people ‘who
master more than one language increase their self-confidence and self-esteem and are more at ease with
others’ (Adam, 2005, p. 107). ”°

The following goals for FSL in Ontario have been identified:
GOAL 1: Increase student confidence, proficiency, and achievement in FSL.®
GOAL 2: Increase the percentage of students studying FSL until graduation.’
GOAL 3: Increase student, educator, parent, and community engagement in FSL.8

When making decisions, educators and policy makers are encouraged to use the following guiding principles
e FSL programs are for all students.’
e Teaching and learning French, as one of Canada’s two official languages, is recognized and valued as
an integral component of Ontario’s education system.©
e FSL education serves as a bridge between languages and cultures.**

! https://www.egao.com/results/interactive-eqao-dashboards/

2 https://app-simplyanalytics-com.proxyl.lib.uwo.ca/index.html

3 Section 1.2 https://www.clo-ocol.gc.ca/en/publications/annual_reports/2010-2011?wbdisable=true

4 https://files.ontario.ca/edu-1 3/edu-framework-French-second-language-en-2021-11-18.pdf#page=7

5 https://files.ontario.ca/edu-1 3/edu-framework-French-second-language-en-2021-11-18.pdf#page=3

6 https://files.ontario.ca/edu-1 3/edu-framework-French-second-language-en-2021-11-18.pdf#page=9

7 https://files.ontario.ca/edu-1 3/edu-framework-French-second-language-en-2021-11-18.pdf#tpage=9

8 https://files.ontario.ca/edu-1 3/edu-framework-French-second-language-en-2021-11-18.pdf#page=9

° https://files.ontario.ca/edu-1 3/edu-framework-French-second-language-en-2021-11-18.pdf#page=10
10 https://files.ontario.ca/edu-1 3/edu-framework-French-second-language-en-2021-11-18.pdf#page=10
11 https://files.ontario.ca/edu-1 3/edu-framework-French-second-language-en-2021-11-18.pdf#page=10




e Learning FSL strengthens literacy skills as well as cognitive and metacognitive development.!?

e Research informs decision making by all stakeholders.?
e Learning FSL is a lifelong journey.'*
0 By continuing their FSL studies, students will be able to consolidate the learning acquired in
previous years and reach a level at which they are able to appreciate fully their FSL skills and
pursue FSL postsecondary opportunities in education and the workplace.®

Schools and school boards are called on to “promote the inclusiveness of FSL programs, recognizing that all
students can learn FSL given the appropriate support”*® and “ensure that high expectations for student
achievement in FSL are maintained.”"

The district itself has recognized the importance of the FSL program: “At the district level our focus is to
increase the percentage of student participation in FSL courses beyond Grade 9 and increase French
Immersion participation rates in secondary programs.”*®

6. Feedback Regarding Proposal

6.1 Central in proposal scenarios A & B

This committee holds no strong opinions about whether Central SS should remain status quo as in Scenario 1
or have students designated to their home school as in Scenario 2. Scenario 1, as proposed, holds a slight
advantage for Sir Wilfred Laurier, since the school will be at 121% of OTG capacity, rather than 133% of OTG
capacity as projected in Scenario 2.

6.2 Growth at Laurier

In Scenario 1, Sir Wilfred Laurier moves to 121% capacity, in Scenario 2, Sir Wilfred Laurier moves to 133%
capacity, while in the status quo, Sir Wilfred Laurier is at 103% capacity. This demonstrates that capacity at
this school is not a driving factor of this LAARC report. Recognizing that Laurier is one of the few London high
schools that has been deemed capable of handling an over-capacity load, we recognize that it will likely need
to enrol more students. We believe this is an acceptable measure in the short term until a new high school
can be approved and built.

The specific change in feeder schools that contribute to growth at Sir Wilfred Laurier is a change the
community is not happy with. It is a strongly held opinion that adding one or more English feeder schools to
achieve this growth would be palatable to the community, but specifically losing Princess Anne French
Immersion Elementary School as a feeder school is strongly contested.

6.3 Opening Clarke Road SS as a Third Fl site
The community of feeder schools and community members that contribute to Sir Wilfred Laurier are strongly
opposed to the creation of a third French Immersion secondary school site at Clarke Road. Doing so works in

12 https://files.ontario.ca/edu-1 3/edu-framework-French-second-language-en-2021-11-18.pdf#page=11
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direct opposition to the province’s mandate summarized in section 5 above. While we recognize that with
three smaller FI programs students will be able to meet the requirements of French Immersion, they can only
do so at the bare minimum. At TVDSB, we should set our sights higher than the bare minimum, striving to
maintain excellence where we have achieved it.

The proposed changes will have a huge impact on finding the appropriate teachers. Being a secondary Fl
teacher is a very specialized skill set, as the instructors need to have Immersion level French, as well as their
subject-teaching specialty at a university level. It will not be possible to simply redistribute the existing
teachers, as Laurier and Banting do not currently staff more than one instructor, for example, capable of
teaching Immersion level French and Biology.

It is quite evident from course offerings at the county high schools compared to Sir Wilfred Laurier and Sir
Frederick Banting, that there is a stark difference in course offerings made available at each site.®
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Note that course offerings are NOT the same as courses that actually run in a given year. Only if a course has
sufficient students choosing enrolment, as well as sufficient teacher capacity, does it run each year. Laurier is
currently running 12 senior-level French Immersion courses, while the county schools are often running only
2-3, and two of those courses include grade 11 and grade 12 French. This would likely mean the current
French Immersion students from Sir Wilfred Laurier would expect to have one-quarter of the courses
currently available to them.

Opening a third secondary school Fl site will dilute the French programming available to the students. This is
in direct opposition to the mandates and considerations laid out in the Ministry of Ontario framework for FSL.
Instead of helping more students to be able to speak French better, this will significantly decrease the
offerings of French courses outside of core Immersion French, thereby reducing students’ proficiency in
French. As the ministry states, “Students’ proficiency in French increases based on the amount of time and
the level of intensity of instruction in French.” Senior-level French programming is key to achieving increased
proficiency in French.

The current French Immersion program in London is a robust program that the TVDSB can be proud of. When
there are sufficient peers to support each other, and plenty of course selections, as is the case in Laurier and
Banting, the schools have very successful rates of sending students to write the DELF exam. Earning a credit in
DELF B.1 or B.2 enables students to continue their post-secondary education in French if they choose, or to
work in bilingual jobs. Many Laurier French Immersion graduates have gone on to further study French and

19 https://calendar.tvdsb.ca/board/Detail/2023-03-07-1800-Program-and-School-Services-Advisory-Committee-
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become certified French Immersion teachers themselves. Reducing the likelihood of educating students who
can achieve these DELF results will drive further shortages of French teachers into a system that currently has
a shortage of qualified teachers.?

Many of the community members surveyed indicated a strong concern about the quality of French education
that would be available if the proposed scenario is adopted. In a survey of Princess Anne Fl Public School, of
the 56 respondents, 57% indicated they will NOT send their children to Clarke Road if the proposal proceeds
as presented. Of those respondents, about 1/3 said they would send their child to Catholic French Immersion,
and 5% said they would move their child(ren) to French First Language. The desire for a strong Immersion
program is driving most decision-making. Parents expressed the intention for their younger children to have
access to the same quality of programming as their older children have had.

The proposed change to Fl programming will impact the ability of the school board to provide equitable
access to all secondary students in the city. “We want to ensure that we provide consistent, high-quality
French Immersion education in all areas of the Board,”?! said TVDSB Superintendent Builder. The provincial
mandate is to “Promote the inclusiveness of FSL programs, recognizing that all students can learn FSL given
the appropriate support.”?? Fewer courses being offered will make it very difficult for the school
administration to offer courses in both academic and applied streams in French. This will have a negative
impact on the equity and diversity of the program, as the likelihood of programming being targeted only to
academic streams will increase. TVDSB should be doing everything it can to maintain the diversity of the
current program which enables students in the applied stream to have an equal opportunity to access the
benefits of learning French as a Second Language.

According to 2022 Statistics Canada data for the postal code areas that are proposed to feed into Clarke Road
Secondary School,?® the median household income ranges from $52,000 - $107,000, with households below
the poverty line ranging from 1.0% to 10.5%. The range of English-speaking households for those postal code
zones ranges from 89% - 95% and the percentage of households with visible minority status ranges from 2%
to 31%. The percentage of the population aged 15-20 ranges from 4.0% to 6.3%. This data demonstrates that
some of the current diversity of the FI program will be lost due to the physical locations of feeder schools in
the east end of London. It is a documented phenomenon that the east ends of cities are the poorest,?* and
London will create more inequity in programming by shifting the FI programming to have an east-end
location.

The change to secondary Fl as proposed will have a significant impact on a small but important program. The
boundary changes have the potential to be relatively temporary due to the desire to build a new Secondary
School in north London, which would necessitate triggering another ARC review process. By contrast, the
impacts on the secondary French Immersion as proposed will affect the Fl program for decades to come. The
Associate Vice-President of Indigenous Initiatives at Western University advocates that “...the world would be
a much better place today if the decisions and choices made by those generations in the past were mindful of
the impact on future generations...”

20 https://www.tvdsb.ca/Modules/News/index.aspx?newsld=05051b37-29e2-4e6b-al7f-4b67cc8d5613

2! https://www.tvdsb.ca/Modules/News/index.aspx?newsld=05051b37-29e2-4e6b-al17f-4b67cc8d5613
22 https://files.ontario.ca/edu-1 3/edu-framework-French-second-language-en-2021-11-18.pdf#page=16
23 https://app-simplyanalytics-com.proxy1l.lib.uwo.ca/index.html

24 https://www.theguardian.com/cities/2017/may/12/blowing-wind-cities-poor-east-ends




7. Recommendations and Considerations
Recommendation:

Maintain London Secondary Fl at the secondary level as status quo, operating in two schools at Sir Frederick
Banting SS and Sir Wilfred Laurier SS.

7.1 Clarke Road

One of the stated goals in the ARC proposal is to bring up Clarke Road enrolment to capacity. We recommend
moving most adult ESL learners into Clarke Road. This will minimize the disruption to the significant number of
feeder schools that would otherwise need to relocate. Sir Frederick Banting has 468 adult learners in the
program in 2022-23,2° so this would also help alleviate that school’s capacity issues. There is sufficient
capacity at Clarke Road SS to house a sizable adult ESL program while maintaining the current English feeder
schools.

This should be an exciting solution to consider. Clarke Road Secondary School is 6 minutes from Fanshawe
College. Moving the adult ESL program into this location allows for exciting and innovative collaborations with
the College which would make the program more attractive to ESL learners and could allow the TVDSB to be a
model for other boards in the province to follow.

7.2 Redistribute English track feeder schools

The recommendation from this community is for the Board to assess the feasibility of redistributing the
current feeder schools without moving the location of any of the FI feeder schools. The redistribution of the
English stream students to realign school capacities will have no impact on the quality of English education,
whereas the current proposal directly affects the quality of French Immersion programming.

Without access to the numbers of students contributed by each feeder school, we cannot give fully informed
suggestions, but it would seem reasonable to move White Oaks Public School and Rick Hansen Public School
to become feeder schools for Sir Wilfred Laurier, while also maintaining Princess Anne French Immersion
Public School as a feeder school.

7.3 Full review of impact to Fl program

Before the board decides to proceed with either scenario presented, we request that a formal review be
performed on the impact on the French Immersion secondary program. In our feedback portion (6.3) we
listed many reasons why our local community thinks the proposed changes will have a negative impact. The
board should do its due diligence in exploring the validity of these concerns before making such a drastic
change to a small but valuable TVDSB program. This is highlighted on page 11 of the Ministry’s A FRAMEWORK
FOR FRENCH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE IN ONTARIO SCHOOLS. “It is critical that the ministry and stakeholders
remain up to date with developments in FSL research so that decision making is informed by research that
reflects current thinking and effective practices in FSL education... research will be used primarily by educators
in the organization, planning, and delivery of programs.”2®

25 https://calendar.tvdsb.ca/board/Detail /2023-03-07-1800-Program-and-School-Services-Advisory-Committee-
Mee/fb4d7cd8-5add-4e61-aac3-afbe00dfe4cdipage=70
26 hitps://files.ontario.ca/edu-1 3/edu-framework-French-second-language-en-2021-11-18.pdf#fpage=13




7.4 Legacy Arrangements

The Initial Attendance Area Review Report indicates that the Board intends to implement their decision for
the 2024-25 September start.?” The cohort of students that will be in grades 11 and 12 for the 2024-25 school
year was the same cohort that missed out on their senior elementary years, including but not limited to, their
Grade 8 graduation and end-of-year school trips due to the COVID 19 pandemic. We request that you not
move them in their senior years of high school, disrupting their grade 12 graduation too. At a bare minimum,
the board should allow all grade 11 and 12 students to remain in the high school of their choice.

We recommend that the changes chosen in this Attendance Area Review process by the Board be
implemented gradually, with each cohort attending the new catchment zone in their grade 9 year. (Students
already in high school remain at the school they are currently attending).

t,%8 and as educators, parents and community

The mental health of youth in Canada is at a critical poin
members, we all have a responsibility to take this seriously. “Teenagers and young adults aged 15-24
experience the highest incidence of mental disorders of any age group in Canada. The second leading cause of
death for young people is suicide”?® and as of 2019, “Canada’s youth suicide rate is the third highest in the
industrialized world.”*°

Figure 1 - Perceived Positive Mental Health (Very Good or

Excellent) Among Youth Aged 12 to 17, by Sex, from 2015 to
2021, Expressed as a Percentage

—

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

Table 13-10-0096-03 Perceived mental health, by age group,
31

“The school environment poses very clear challenges to a young person with mental health issues.3?”

according to Youth Mental Health Canada. The Public Health Agency of Canada has reported that 20.6% of
adolescents experiencing mental health distress reach out to adults at school.3® Moving students into a new
environment without trusted adults poses a very real risk to their well-being.

27 https://pub-tvdsb.escribemeetings.com/filestream.ashx?Documentld=5344#page=6

28 https://hillnotes.ca/2022/11/17/youth-and-mental-health-in-canada/

29 https://ymhc.ngo/blog/2016/04/the-reality-of-mental-health-for-youth/

30 https://ymhc.ngo/resources/ymh-
stats/#:~:text=Canada's%20youth%20suicide%20rate%20is,times%20more%20likely%2C%200n%20average.
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prevention-canada-research-policy-practice/vol-43-no-4-2023/access-mental-health-support-unmet-need-preferences-
adolescents-covid-19-pandemic.html




8.Student and staff testimonials
One of Laurier’s current students submitted the following testimonial for our consideration. It is included in its
entirety for your consideration:

w

Frustrating’, ‘disastrous’, ‘devastating’, were all words used to describe the potential boundary
change, by not me, but my peers. Good evening everyone, my name is Jana Anan and over the past
week with the help of my teachers and peers, | conducted a survey to gather the students’ opinion on
the London Area Attendance Review. Out of the over one hundred students that answered the
survey, not a single person responded positively. They instead described the detrimental effects
changing schools would have on their mental health, social life, academics and most importantly the
French Immersion Program.

Over the years, Laurier’s French Immersion program has allowed students to graduate with fluency in
the language. Yet with the potential change, Laurier risks weakening the French Immersion program
due to the fact that there will be far fewer Fl courses offered in grades 11 & 12 due to the smaller FI
student population. This will also be the case at Banting, another thriving Fl program. As someone
who has already committed over 10 years to learning French, to have my fluency jeopardized in my
last years of school is beyond frustrating. My sentiment is shared with many other students saying
that, ‘the lack of an Immersion program with a diversity of courses offered in a second language will
directly affect my ability to expand my French studies and may impact my ability to apply for French
programs in post-secondary institutions and my success in DELF.’

As a student body, there seems to be a consensus around not just wanting to meet the minimum
requirements of the French Immersion diploma, with the majority of courses acquired in Grades 9
and 10. Rather, students want full Fl programming in their senior years to actually be able to
comprehend and use the language in their lives past their high school years. While this proposed
change may not directly affect me, it will severely impact future French Immersion students at Laurier
and the quality and breadth of their programming.

The potential boundary change will not only be devastating to the program and the students’
academics but as well to our mental health. High school students have already faced a lot of
unnecessary change due to the pandemic, the constant switching from in-person to virtual classes has
had a toll on our mental health, and switching schools will definitely not benefit it. To quote one of my
peers ‘the change takes students away the family they have made a Laurier and puts them in a new
environment they are not used to. For some people that environment will impact the way the learn,
study, their confidence and their social lives.” Students being forced to move so near the end of their
academic career will cause unnecessary disruption to their education, and leaving the friends and
teachers we have come to know over the years will negatively impact the mental health of many, as
described by a student ‘it will be like grade 9 all over again.’

This is why | stand to represent not one but over 100 students’ opinions on how the London Area
Attendance Review will destroy a program in which most of us committed a lot of time and effort.
Laurier has become a second home for many students and being forced to leave especially near the
end is not ideal for anybody. French Immersion has opened a whole new set of opportunities for
students beyond high school and into their lives and with the potential change we jeopardize this
opportunity for not only today’s students but those in the future.”

This testimonial comes from a current French Immersion secondary teacher:



“As a former Fl Teacher at a Secondary County School, | saw first-hand how few opportunities
students had in Fl at the Senior level compared to London’s programs.

Fl students in smaller FI county programs have access to 8 Fl courses in Grades 9 and 10 but in the
senior levels, we only offered: Grade 11 and 12 language courses (and the occasional Senior Math or
Biology). This provides students with 10 FI courses, required for the Ontario Fl certificate — so yes,
students can meet the requirements, but this is the bare minimum. At TVDSB, we should set our
sights higher than the bare minimum. Smaller programs simply cannot offer the same comprehensive
Fl education that both Laurier or Banting currently provide (ex: Laurier offers 13 senior Fl courses and
this coming 2023 academic year is running 12 of these courses).

| truly believe that | would not have become a French Educator if | had attended a smaller Secondary
Fl program. As a graduate of Laurier’s Fl program, | was fortunate enough to be able to take more
than the bare minimum senior Fl courses, including French Immersion Language, Geography, History,
and Math. These senior courses allow students to maintain and improve their level of French
competency and it would be a great disservice to the 1000+ current Fl students in London (and all
future students) to reduce the level or French programming that is currently available.”

9. Feedback about the LAARC process

9.1 Students should have a voice

We recommend a change to the LAARC process at the secondary level to include students in the process. This
is backed by both indigenous wisdom and new scholarly research. “Indigenous youth participation in decision-
making is internationally recognised as a pathway to promote health equity, decolonisation and social
inclusion.”** llona Dougherty is a respected Canadian researcher, who studies youth engagement in
governance. She says, “Engaging young people in decision-making is a social and economic imperative,
especially now, in an era of rapid change and increasing complexity. The research is clear, young people’s
brains are wired to come up with bold solutions to complex problems. When we meaningfully engage young
people and work in intergenerational collaboration with them, we are more likely to come up with the
solutions we need to ensure our organizations and communities thrive.”

9.2 Timelines

The timeline from when parents and guardians heard about the Attendance Area Review and when we had to
submit our applications to participate was only a few days. This felt very rushed. It would be helpful to have
more time to communicate this with stakeholders. The turnaround time for public consultations, submitting
guestions, and getting answers back was also rushed. The volume of questions needing to be answered made
this understandable, but the process would benefit from more time from receiving answers to the final set of
guestions, most recently on May 16, 2023, for a report that is due May 18, 2023. The sub-committee work is
done by volunteers who are parents, and typically also hold jobs, making this time frame challenging at times.

34 https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC9310184/




