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The purpose of this memo is to provide guidelines for the use of spray products for instructional
purposes. Use of aerosol products on Board sites by staff must be in compliance with these
guidelines.

1.0 Product Description:

Aerosol products have three elements:

The product - a blend of active ingredients such as soap, chalk, disinfectant, paint
pigments, fragrance and VOC’s (volatile organic compounds) and inactive ingredients such
as water.

The propellant is a gaseous compound which pushes the product out of the container and
produces a spray or foam. In most cases the propellant also acts as a solvent to keep the
product at the proper viscosity. The most common propellant is a naturally occurring
hydrocarbon. A small percentage use compressed gasses like carbon dioxide and nitrous
oxide. Although manufacturers are still allowed to use CFC’s (chlorofluorocarbons) as a
propellant, most do not because of the impact on our environment.

The container is usually a steel or aluminum can. The can protects the product from
contamination and evaporation. The container is air tight and pressurized. Pressing the
actuator button opens a valve. Since the pressure outside the can is less than the pressure
inside, the propellant expands, pushing the product up the dip tube and out through the
valve.

This system allows product to be applied in a variety of ways; in a fine mist, a metered
spray, a foam or a long distance spray.

2.0 Safety Considerations:

Aerosols are not hazardous when stored, handled and disposed of properly. Reading and
following the instruction on the label will ensure proper and safe use.
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2.1 Storage: 
All aerosols must be stored in a cool, dry place and kept from freezing and sun, heat,
sparks and protected from puncture and impacts. Aerosols are not to be stored with
non-aerosol flammable materials.

2.2 Use:
The spray can label will contain the safety precautions for safe use of the product.

Spray Paints, solvents and powder sprays (chalk) are not to be used except in
approved paint spray booths or outside away from ventilation intakes, doors and open
windows. Office and school building general ventilation is not adequate to vent/
dissipate product or propellent. Improper venting of product or propellent will expose
building occupants to an inhalation/contact exposure risk as well as increase the risk
of fire/explosion. Note: This section also applies to the use of compressed air and
electric spray applications.

Anti-fungal and bacterial sprays which must be used inside the buildings must be
used following label precautions, ensuring that the user has the appropriate personal
protective equipment and there is no risk to room/building occupants.

2.3 Disposal
Please contact the local sanitation service in your area for appropriate disposal
methods. If you are unsure about the precautions necessary for the use of an aerosol,
please contact 

Catharine Murphy
Executive Superintendent of Program Services
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